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FRACTURES OF THE FACIAL SKELETON

By N. L. ROWE, F.D.S. R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
M.R.C.S., L.M.S.S.A., H.D.D. R.C.S., and
H. C. KILLEY, F.D.S. R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
M.R.C.S., L.M.S.S.A., H.D.D. Ed. Pp. xxxvi
+923, with I231 illustrations, 14 in colour.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I955. £6.
The authors of this excellent book have set out

to produce a comprehensive work of reference
embracing the entire subject of maxillo-facial in-
juries in all its aspects. The resulting volume is a
superb production, beautifully produced and illus-
trated. The authors' immense experience in their
field and reasoned and practical approach to their
problems leaves little or nothing to criticize in the
subject-matter or its method of presentation. One
wishes, however, that it might have been possible
to condense the work somewhat in the interest of
producing a rather more portable volume and one
rather less expensive. In view of the authors'
declared intention it would be foolish to suggest
omitting any of the surgical or pathological material,
but some of the illustrations, while uniformly
excellently reproduced, are perhaps pot particu-
larly instructive. One also wonders whether any
radiologist, anaesthetist or medical historians are
likely to refer to this work, and the surgeon should
not be very closely concerned with the technical
aspects of these specialties, vitally important
though they are in the teamwork necessary for
maxillo-facial work.

Inevitably much of the material relates to war
injuries, but the lessons learned from them are very
applicable to the generally different industrial and
road accidents with which the majority of facio-
maxillary surgeons are no doubt occupied today,
and Rowe and Killey give most useful guidance to
the junior surgeon inexperienced in this type of
case who is required to institute life-saving'measures
and render the cases fit for transport to maxillo-
facial centres. For this reason, among others, one
hopes that this splendid work will be available to
as many such surgeons as possible, and any mild
criticisms one has ventured to make are merely
because the cost of the book might deter some from
purchasing it personally, admirable value though it
undoubtedly is.

POLIOMYELITIS

By W. RITCHIE RUSSELL, C.B.E., M.D., D.Sc.,
F.R.C.P. Sedond Edition. Pp. xi + 147, with
40 illustrations. London: Edward Arnold Ltd.
r956. i6s.

Poliomyelitis is the subject of considerable dis-
cussion at the present time and there is no doubt
that this book is a most important contribution to
its literature. It gives a comprehensive review of
he opinions of those working in the Department

of Neurology at Oxford as well as the results of
their researches and experiences, particularly in the
treatment of this disease.
The clinical features are first described followed

by sections on the physical examination and
differential diagnosis. There is then a chapter on
the factors influencing cell vulnerability, the most
important of which undoubtedly appears to be
physical activity after the onset of the major illness.
Howev.er, the most interesting and informative
parts of the book are the chapters on the treatment
of patients stricken by the severer forms of infantile
paralysis. There must be few illnesses where
medical management and skilled nursing so often
play the deciding role in the final outcome. This
is particularly so in cases of bulbar poliomyelitis
and in those suffering from respiratory paralysis.
It is perhaps not widely enough realized that
although the various methods of artificial respiration
now available may undoubtedly be life-saving, they
in their turn if improperly used may endanger the
patient's life. Anyone wishing further information
on this aspect of the subject will find in this book
much that is of practical importance; the advice on
treatment being clearly and concisely presented.

Since the last edition a great deal of work has
been done on the various methods of helping
patients with respiratory insufficiency, especially by
intermittent positive pressure respiration, and this
section of the book has been rewritten and brought
up to date.
The book can be highly recommended to all

those interested in the subject and who, with
limited experience, may be called upon at short
notice to treat seriously ill patients suffering from
the graver complications of poliomyelitis.

N.S.G.

A SHORT PRACTICE OF SURGERY
By HAMILTON BAILEY, F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S.,

F.I.C.S., F.R.S.E., and R. J. MCNEILL LOVE,
M.S., F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S., F.I.C.S. Tenth
edition. Pp. viii + 126, with 4I I illustrations,
271 in colour. London: H. K. Lewis & Co. Ltd.
1956. £4 4s.
This tenth edition of ' Bailey and Love' shows

one notable change from its predecessors. New
authors have been introduced to write upon subjects
on which they are recognized authorities. Mr.
William Cleland has contributed two excellent
chapters on the thorax, heart and pericardium, and
Mr. John Charnley and Mr. Geoffrey Knight have
been responsible for greatly improving the sections
on orthopaedics and the nervous system. The
original authors have thoroughly revised the re-
mainder of the text and brought it up to date with
recent advances in surgery and therapeutics.
Minor points here and there can be selected for

critical comment as not in keeping with current
practice. For example, the authors still recom-
mend gastro-jejunostomy for most cases of. chronic
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duodenal ulcer in women, and continue to empha-
size the use of slow decompression in acute reten-
tion of urine. Similarly, caecostomy is regarded
as the operation of choice in intestinal obstruction
due to carcinoma of the right side of the colon,
although there must be few patients now who,
with adequate pre-operative preparation and
modem anaesthesia, are unfit for laparotomy and
ileo-transverse colostomy.
These and others like them, however, are only

minor criticisms and do not detract in anyway
from the excellence of this book, which, with its
1,411 illustrations, will, I am confident, prove
more popular than ever with medical students.

HYDROCORTISONE IN ORTHOPAEDIC
MEDICINE

By JAMES CYRIAX, M.D., M.R.C.P. Pp. 31.
London: Cassel & Co. Ltd. 1956. 5s.
This booklet gives a comprehensive account of

the indications and uses of hydrocortisone in the
treatment of joint and tendon lesions throughout
the body. Stress is laid on the necessity for
accurate placing of the substance. The diagnosis
of the condition, the site and technique of the
injection, and the results to be attained are given
in detail for each lesion.

It is a most useful book, and is an essential for
any doctor using hydrocortisone locally.

OPHTHALMOLOGY: A TEXBOOK FOR
DIPLOMA STUDENTS

By P. D. TREVOR-ROPER, M.A., M.B., B.Chir.,
F.R.C.S., D.O.M.S. Pp. xii + 656, illustrated,
with 8 colour plates. London: Lloyd-Luke
Ltd. 1955. 75s.
This book fills a gap in the literature by covering

in a single volume the syllabus requirements of the
London Diploma in Ophthalmology. The material
has been divided into five parts-anatomy, physio-
logy, optics, diseases of the outer eye and diseases
of the inner eye. The first three occupy only 266

pages and represent a minor masterpiece of com-
pression, although they may make difficult reading
for the student new to the subject.
The remainder of the book is devoted to clinical

ophthalmology. All the common and important
local diseases are fully and clearly discussed and
illustrated.

In contrast to the rest of the book some of the
sections dealing with the ocular lesions of systemic
disease show signs of rather hurried preparation.
For example, on page 431 there are two contra-
dictory statements about the effect of treatment on
acute syphilitic interstitial keratitis. The first says
that ' the disease admits little interference in its
pre-ordained course,' and the second that, with
cortisone, 'the resultant scarring will be signifi-
cantly reduced.' The substitution of the word
'dramatically' for 'significantly '. would be more
in accord with the results obtained by early and
intensive local treatment with cortisone.
The stuthor's dislike of cliches and his talent for

coining unusual and arresting phrases are very
much ilt evidence. By helping to concentrate the
reader's attention they enhance the value of this
useful aad carefully planned book.

J.J.T.

LOCAL ANALGESIA, HEAD AND NECK
By SIR ROBERT MACINTOSH, D.M., F.R.C.S.,

F.F.A.R.C.S., and MARY OSTLERE, M.B.,
M.R.C.P.E., F.F.A.R.C.S. Pp. vii + 138, with
145 diagrams. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1955. 27s. 6d.
This is another monograph produced by the

Nuffield Department of Anaesthetics at Oxford.
It is a simple little book describing local analgesia
techniques which may be employed in the head and
neck and the anatomical knowledge required.
The early chapters are devoted to anatomy, the

relevant nerves, the nasal cavity, orbit, mouth and
tonsil being described. The context is illustrated
with many fine drawings.
Not many British anaesthetists will wish to

provide local analgesia for a laryngectomy or even
a tonsillectomy but, should the need arise, this
book tells how.

RUTHIN CASTLE, NORTH WALES
A Clinic for the diagnosis and treatment of Internal Diseases (except Mental or Infectious Diseases). The

Clinic is provided with a staff of doctors, technicians and nurses.
The surroundings are beautiful. The climate is mild. There is central heating throughout. The annual

rainfall is 30.5 inches, that is, less than the average for England.
The Fees are inclusive and vary according to the room occupied.

For particulars apply to THE SECRETARY, Ruthin Castle, North Wales.
Telegrams: Castle, Ruthin. Telepkone: Ruthie 66
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