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ANTIBIOTICS MONOGRAPH No. 5
POLYMYXIN, NEOMYCIN ANDBACITRACIN
By ERNEST JAWETZ, M.D., Ph.D. Pp. 96. London:

Interscience Publishers Inc. I956. $4.00.
This forms one of a series, Antibiotic Monographs,

devoted to the better-known antibiotics and their
mode of action. Four other books are already
available and io more are contemplated. In this
volume data on three minor agents with rather
similar characteristics are collected; details of their
chemistry, mode of action, toxicity and clinical uses
are given.
The author is a recognized authority on chemo-

therapy and he has produced a book which is brief
and adequate. It appears to be his view that these
three drugs form a valuable reserve which will be
needed in the treatmqnt of surface and urinary
infections and occasionally in meningitis and general
conditions, when bacterial resistance has defeated
less toxic and more popular ones.
Anybody faced with such a difficult problem in

therapy will find full information on these alterna-
tives here.

W.H.H.

ANTIBIOTICS ANNUAL, 1954-55
Edited by HENRY WELCH, Ph.D., and FELIX

MARTI-IBAfEZ, M.D. Pp. ix + 1154, illustrated.
New York and London: Interscience Publishers
Inc. 1955. $Io.oo.
It is virtually impossible to do justice to this huge

and encyclopaedic volume. It represents the con-
tributions of over 170 authors and ranges from
studies of slow-acting preparations of penicillin,
through the wide spectrum antibiotics in use in
this country, to studies of such little-known sub-
stances as antinomycin, candicidin, ethyl vanillate,
amphomycin, puromycin, pleomycin and virido-
grisin. The clinician may find some of the clinical
trials interesting, particularly those with combined
corticoids and antibiotics. Workers in the field of
antibiotics will wish to glance through for the
occasional rewarding paper. As is to be expected
from such a publication, the standard is uneven
and there is little, if any, fundamental research but
much routine development.

W.H.H.

MATERIA MEDICA
Edited by J. K. W. FERGUSON, M.B.E., M.A.,

M.D., F.R.S.C., and G. H. W. LUCAS, M.A.,
Ph.D., F.C.I.C. Third Edition. Pp. ix + 326.
London: Geoffrey Cumberlege, Oxford Univer-
sity Press. 1955. 55S.
No one would disagree with the statement in the

original preface that ' it is hardly reasonable to
expect a student or a practitioner to keep at hand
(the B.P., U.S.P., B.P.C., New and Non-Official
Remedies, etc.) in addition to a textbook of pharma-
cology.' In this country medical students and
practitioners rarely if ever refer to such volumes
anyway, so that the convenience of having together
all the drugs and medicinal preparations in use in
the English-speaking countries is. not much help
generally. Materia Medica in this country is dead,
though the name is still preserved here and there
where it denotes usually pharmacology and phar-
macy. This kind of book is always out of date as
the new U.S.P.XV has been published containing
242 new monographs; also, the new Addendum
B.P. 1955 has just appeared. Students or manu-
facturers would therefore have to refer to these
books, so this volume appears to be of no advantage.
At 55s., without figures or plates, it is very
expensive.

H.C.S.

HEALTH IN INDUSTRY
A Contribution to the Study of Sickness

Absence
Published on behalf of the LONDON TRANSPORT

EXECUTIVE. PP. I77. London: Butterworth &
Co. Ltd. I955. 35S.
This book, which is a study of the sickness and

particularly the relationship of sickness and absence
from work, is written by the Chief Medical Officer
and a staff administrative officer of London Trans-
port. It contains much which is of value to those
interested in the statistical approach to absence
from work and the medical aspects of such prob-
lems and it is recommended.
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