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though running through there is an appreciation of
the direct relationship of the work done to human
and animal disease. Other papers deal directly
with host parasite relationship in particular the
tissue reactions.
For anyone interested in this field there is here an

opportunity to judge not only the results of the
current researches but also the qualities of mind of
the men responsible for them.

ANTIMETABOLITES AND CANCER
Edited by CORNELIUS P. RHoADS. Pp. vi+ 312, with

50 illustrations. Washington: American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science. 1955 $5.75
About ten years ago it was shown that suiphona-

mides kill bacteria because their structural
resemblance to Para-amino baezoic acid enables
them to enter-instead of PAB-into chemical pro-
cesses which normally lead to the formation of folic
acid but would not be completed with sulphona-
mides as a substitute. This antimetabolic action is
fatal to bacteria because they cannot assimilate folic
acid from outside.

Since then many substances have been tried
empirically for their ability to interfere with the
metabolism of malignant cells but at present there
are only a few which are clinically useful, i.e. Amin-
opterin and 6-Mercaptopurine in acute leukaemia.
The ideal is, of course, to find some essential
metabolitic process which is characteristic for a
malignant cell and then to construct an antimetabo-
lite for it.
The symposium deals mainly with the general

aspects and with laboratory research but there is one
chapter on the present status of antimetabolites in
the treatment of acute leukaemia.

DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM
By Sir RUSSELL BRAIN, Bt., D.M., F.R.C.P. 5th

Edition. Pp. xviii + 996 with 90 illustrations.
London: Geoffrey Cumberlege, Oxford Univer-
sity Press. 1955. 55S.
This book has proved itself a valuable aid to

anyone interested in Neurology and the clarity of
its presentation has done much to dispel the con-
fusion that tends to surround this subject in the
minds of both under-graduate and post-graduate
students.
The justifiable need for a new edition so soon

after the last is testimony to the steady advance of
this speciality in all its fields. The general forma-
tion of the book has not been altered. It starts
with a chapter on relevant anatomical and physio-
logical subjects so necessary before considering any
neurological disease. The following sections on
the various pathological states which may affect the
cental and peripheral nervous systems are each
accompanied by a short bibliography giving the
student an easy reference to original work on any
subject in which he is particularly interested.

In this edition there is new material on cervical
spondylosis, a condition which has to be con-
sidered so often in the differential diagnosis of
spinal cord disease. Additional information is also
given on the Coxsackie viruses and on subacute
sclerosing leuco-encephalitis which may be an
encephalitis of virus origin although this is not yet
proven.
A section on acute haemorrhagic leuco-encepha-

litis is added to the chapter on demyelinating
diseases of the nervous system and the neuropathies
and myelopathies associated with carcinoma are
now dealt with in a new chapter.
The interesting similarities between polymyositis

and muscular dystrophy are reviewed as weHl as the
nervous complications of toxoplasmosis.

Further information has been added on recent
advances in the treatment of the various types of
meningitis, of poliomyelitis and of lead poisoning.
One small criticism that might be made is the

lack of a separate discussion of epileptic fits arising
from the temporal lobes in the absence of any pro-
gressive lesion; apparently such a common cause of
epilepsy among adults. However, this book is an
up to date and comprehensive review of Neurology
and the new edition enhances its already well-
established reputation.

N.S.G.

ANTIBIOTIC MONOGRAPHS 4
ANTIBIOTICS IN NUTRITION

By THOMAS H. JUKES, Ph.D. Pp. ia8. New York:
Interscience Publishers Inc. I955. $4.oo.
This monograph sets out to record the results of

feeding antibiotics to animals and to children. It
is too superficial to appeal to the scientific worker
interested in fundamental research and -too ompli-
cated in presentation for the average farmer or
farm worker in this country.
The lay out gives the usual impression of a

scientific paper, the standard system of references
to the various relevant publications is followed, but
the impression left is one of vagueness. The
relative merits of the papers discussed is isuffi-
ciently stressed and no clear picture of the mode
of action of these food supplements emerges.

W.H.H.

AN ATLAS OF REGIONAL DERMATOLOGY
By G. H. PERCIVAL, M.D., Ph.D., F.R.C.P.E.,

D.P.H., and T. C. DODDS, F.I.M.L.T., F.I.B.P.,
F.R.P.S. Pp. vii + 264. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone Ltd. 1955. £5.
This colour atlas of skin diseases would be very

good value, even if there many fewer illustrations.
Then perhaps the pictures could be larger, for at
present they are too small to show clearly the finer
details of the lesions on which the diagnosis may
depend.

It is not quite clear for whom the book is intended.
The preface tells us that ' its scope is limited to the
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