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The arrangement of the text has an attractive
originality. In particular the section on the
Cardinal Manifestations of Disease provides most
valuable material in a form not readily to be found
elsewhere. This section might be of still more
value if space could be found to include rather
more of the experimental background to some of
the topics discussed. There is one section heading,
Diseases associated with reactions to Stress and to
Antigenic substances, from whose implications
many would wish to protect the uncritical student.
One wonders why diseases of joints should appear
under this heading.

In a book with 85 contributors, the standard of
writing inevitably varies. So many sections are
in most ways so excellent that to commend one or
two might seem invidious. However, perhaps
George Thorn's contributions on fluids and electro-
lytes and William Dock's sections, which include
a delightful excursion into the philosophy of
arteriosclerosis, may be specially mentioned.
There is one characteristic of this book which

distinguishes it from its British counterparts,
namely its relative emphasis on methods of investi-
gation and treatment rather than on clinical findings
and differential diagnosis based on them. Though
chicken pox and small pox can now be distinguished
by virus tests, this knowledge is of little value to
the doctor on board ship who has to make a
diagnosis. The two and a half lines in this book
describing this important clinical differential
diagnosis would not take him very far. However,
this book can be especially recommended to the

postgraduate who already is familiar with fuller
descriptive clinical texts.

R.R.H.L.

MEDICAL STUDENTS AND MEDICAL
SCIENCES

By D. C. SINCLAIR, M.A., M.D. Pp. x + I 54.
London: Geoffrey Cumberlege. 1955. 25s.
In 1953 Dr. Sinclair was invited by the Rocke-

feller Foundation to spend three months in America
making a study of education in the medical sciences.
In this period he visited 13 medical schools in
North America in some ofwhich radical experiments
in teaching methods are being tried. He has
combined this experience with his knowledge of
British medical schools to produce a most readable
review of his subject. By the medical sciences the
author means the preclinical subjects together with
pathology and bacteriology and no attempt is made
to cover clinical subjects as such. It is a pity that
the scope of the book is in this manner limited but
nevertheless the interest is much wider than the
title suggests for methods of teaching in a general
sense are discussed at some length.
Much of the material will be familiar to experi-

enced teachers especially those who took an interest
in the World Conference on Medical Education,
but nevertheless they will appreciate this summary
of teaching problems and the attractive style in
which it is written. It is to those at the beginning
of a career in academic work that the book can be
most strongly recommended.
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