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LOCAL ANALGESIA: BRACHIAL PLEXUS
By R. R. MACINTOCH, M.A., D.M., F.R.C.S.

3rd Edition. Pp. 62, with 32 illustrations.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I954.
ios. 6d.
Only minor alterations and additions !have been

made in the 3rd edition of this well-known mono-
graph.
The section on analgesia has been largely re-

written, with the inclusion of lignocaine, to bring
it up to date.
A new plate showing the stellate ganglion and its

connections, and a fuller account of pneumothorax
as a complication of brachial plexus block, enhance
the value of this excellent little book.

TIE BRITISH JOURNAL OF ANAESTHESIA
Joint Editors: E. FALKNER HILL and T. CECIL

GRAY.
'The British Journal of Anaesthesia,' which was

published on alternate months, commenced monthly
issues on January I, 1955.

In anaesthesia the British lead the world and the
regular publication of this journal will help to in-
crease that lead. The growth of anaesthesia as a
specialty has been spectacular and there is as yet no
sign that this rate of growth is slowing down. We
therefore welcome the extra numbers of this
journal.
The subscription rate is to be £3 I5s. od. inland

and £4 4s. od. overseas.

REVIEW OF MEDICAL MICROBIOLOGY
By ERNEST JAWETZ, Ph.D., M.D., JOSEPH L.
MELNICK, Ph.D., and EDWARD A. ADELBERG,
Ph.D. Pp. 360. Los Altos: Lange Medical
Publications. I954. $4.50.
This is a new publication intended to be the

first of a series; other volumes will follow every two
years. There have been no good general summaries
of the advances in microbiology published since the
war, although readers with specialized knowledge
have been well supplied by the various year books.
This first volume has been relatively cheaply pro-
duced with a limp cover and with. the illustrations
printed in the text. It is surprising how well

even the electron micrographs stand up to the
treatment and this is a tribute both to the judgment
exercised in their selection and the technical
excellence of the original material.
The subject-matter is probably more elementary

than it will be in subsequent volumes and this
appears sound policy since many medical workers
have lost touch with this field and cannot easily
bring themselves up to date without a quick
revision course in the elementary work. It is for
this reason that a concise description of bacteria
and viruses and their classification is included and
the whole of the necessary medical mycology has
been compressed into about twenty pages without
any loss; this section is a masterly example of lucid
condensation.
The stresses are clearly medical and pre-

dominantly clinical. There are few details of
technique, but instead there are brief descriptions
of those methods on which new knowledge has
been based, as in the excellent chapters on genetics
and mutation. The clear indications for the tests
in various virus diseases will be most useful. As
might be expected from these writers the sections
on chemotherapy are particularly fully dealt with.
The contents of the book would make a perfectly

satisfactory senior course for medical students and
there is enough material to meet the reference
needs of postgraduates in any branches except
microbiology itself. Controversial issues are avoided
and the presentation is not particularly biased in
favour of American work. While the principles
are applicable in this country the actual methods
of testing milks, waters, etc., are different, but this
is unlikely to be misleading. It can be unhesi-
tatingly recommended.

CLINICAL PSYCHIATRY
By W. MAYER-GROSS, M.D.,. F.R.C.P., ELIOT

SLATER, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.M., and
MARTIN ROTH, M.D., M.R.C.P. Pp. xx + 652.
London: Cassell & Co. Ltd. 1954. 5os.
In view of the spate of text-books on psychiatry

which have appeared since the end of the war-
and their increasing cost-the potential buyer will
naturally wish to know why some are to be recom-
mended in preference to others. The assets of this
present volume are self-evident; in size and scope
it is all-embracing, while the fact its authors are
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