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FLUID BALANCE IN SURGICAL PRACTICE
By L. P. LE QUESNE, M.A., B.M., B.Ch., F.R.C.S.

Pp. vii + 130, with 41 illustrations. London:
Lloyd-Luke Ltd. 1954. I7s. 6d.
This is the best account which has yet appeared

presenting the advances of recent years in fluid and
electrolyte therapy, as applied to surgery, in a form
readily available to the practising surgeon. The
subject is one to which the author has himself made
important contributions', and in this book he places
us further in his debt by a very concise and balanced
account of the subject as a whole.
The normal post-operative metabolic changes,

the conditions resulting from abnormal fluid and
electrolyte losses, and the treatment of these
conditions are all very clearly described. The
thorough application, in all surgical units, of the
principles of metabolic treatment here advocated
would be a very notable advance.

It is perhaps unfortunate that the diagrams of
electrolyte balance are not drawn in the more usual
convention to show a positive balance above the
base line; and the description of the not very useful
E.C.G. charges in states of potassium excess and
deficiency, is a little old-fashioned.

But these are unimportant criticisms of a book
which might well be made compulsory reading for
all surgical interns, and indeed for all who are not
familiar with modern views on this subject.

M.F.P.

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF
MEDICINE

By L. S. P. DAVIDSON, M.D., P.R.C.P.Ed.,
F.R.C.P. Second edition. Pp. xii + 1036, with
82 illustrations, six in colour. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd. I954. 32s. 6d.
This is a popular textbook among students and

so its contents will influence the student's view of
medicine for some years to come. It has many
merits. It is not too long. It maintains a consistently
high standard in all its sections. While compre-
hensive, it does not pretend to be exhaustive. It is
up to date, with doses given in milligrams and with
a chapter on water and electrolyte balance. It is
handy in size and reasonable in price.

It is inevitable that as concise a textbook as this
should be dogmatic in its presentation and this in
itself need not detract from its merits. However,
it is important in the teaching of medicine to em-
phasize gaps in knowledge as well as to proclaim
what is well established. To attain this end in a
small textbook a plea might be made for the in-
sertion of a number of references to original work
so that students might be stimulated to seek and
weigh evidence; they might, incidentally, learn how
to use a medical library. Clearly the selection and
limitation in numbers of such references would be
'no easy task, but one which might be well worth
w-hile attempting in a future edition.

R.R.H.L.

THE CEREBROSPINAL FLUID
By S. LUPS, M.D., and A. M. F. H. HAAN, M.D.

Pp. xv + 350, with 93 illustrations. London:
Elsevier Publishing Co. Ltd. I954. 52s. 6d.
The most useful section of this book is the one

which describes the changes in the cerebrospinal
fluid associated with different diseases of the
nervous system. Even so, impressions are given
rather than a detailed analysis of a number of cases.

Other chapters are devoted to anatomical and
physiological considerations, and the technique of
collection and examination of the cerebrospinal
fluid. The section on the pressure of the fluid is
interesting, but contains some muddled thinking.
This is particularly evident in the explanation of
the Queckenstedt phenomenon. The routine use
of this manoeuvre in the investigation of cerebral
lesions is rightly condemned. With raised intra-
cranial pressure it may be dangerous, but is still
carried out as a slavish routine by many doctors.

J.N.M.

INTRACRANIAL GLIOMATA
M.R.C. Special Report Series, No. 284

By JOHN PENMAN, M.B., M.R.C.P., and MARION C.
SMITH, B.Sc., M.B. Pp. v. + 70. London:
H.M.S.O. I954. 5s.
In this report the authors have analysed the main

clinical features, radiological signs and responses
to surgery and radiotherapy of 298 proved cases of
intracranial glioma.

It is a record of a great deal of painstaking work
and confirms what was generally known about these
tumours. The question of the relative value of
surgery and radiotherapy remains unanswered, and
there has been no room for the more interesting
clinical details which might have relieved the air of
gloom that inevitably accompanies this subject.

J.N.M.

DISEASES OF INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD
Volumes I and II

Edited by the late SIR LEONARD PAiSONS, F.R.S.,
and SEYMOUR BARLING, C.M.G., M.S., M.Ch.,
F.R.C.S. 2nd Edition. Pp. xliii and xvii + 2,075,
illustrated. London: Geoffrey Cumberlege.
1954. £8 8s. the set.
This second edition of the well-known textbook

inspired by Sir Leonard Parsons is welcome. The
whole range of the diseases occurring in childhood
is covered by recognized authorities. The volumes
are very useful for reference (even though there is
only an index in the second one), but, if they are to
become ideal for students, the reviewer considers
that more stress should be laid on the early symptoms
and signs of disease.

T.S.
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