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PRACTICAL ELECTROCARDIOGRAPHY
By HENRY J. L. MARRIOTT, M.D. Pp. xii + I72,

with 115 illustrations. London: Bailliere, Tin-
dall & Cox, Ltd. 1954. 38s. 6d.
In writing this book Professor Marriott stated

his intention of supplying a text which deals quickly,
simply, and yet comprehensively with the technique
of the interpretation of electrocardiographs and he
has succeed admirably. It is written in a lucid,
simple style which is pleasant to read, and is
liberally supplied with clear illustrations.
The opening chapters deal with the appearances

of normal cardiograms and are followed by an
excellent chapter explaining the genesis of the pre-
cordial patterns. The arrhythmias are dealt with
fully and the chapter on myocardial infarction is
also an outstanding one.
The latter part of 'the book deals with various

miscellaneous conditions and covers all those of
clinical importance.
This book, ostensibly written for the beginner,

should prove a valuable asset to post-graduate
students, and is indeed a useful book of reference
for all general physicians.

Finally, the publishers are to be congratulated
on the arrangement of the book. One especially
good feature from which some more weighty
volumes on this subject might benefit is that
wherever reference is made in the text to a particular
illustration, the latter is to be found on the same
page, thus avoiding an unnecessary and irritating
search for the appropriate picture.

K.A.M.

. BIOCHEMICAL INVESTIGATIONS IN
DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

By JOHN D. N. NABARRO, M.D., M.R.C.P. Pp.
ix + 299. London: H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd.
1954. 25s.
In the course of some 300 pages Dr. Nabarro has,

in this book, provided an extremely useful link
between the wide range of biochemical investi-
gations available from the moder laboratory and
their clinical application. The book is intended
primarily for the clinician, details of biochemical
technique not being given, and this has made
possible the inclusion within such a small compass
of all the investigations in established use at the
present day, together with some which are, as yet,
less widely used.

Despite the condensation necessitated by this
type of treatment, a clear and comprehensive
account is given of almost all the topics covered,
and it is a minor fault that a few topics, for instance
hypoglycaemia, appear to be covered rather too
briefly. The book is thoroughly up to date; the
references have been carefully selected; and the
index, divided .into an ' Index of Investigations '

and an' Index of Conditions,' is admirably arranged.
It can be thoroughly recommended to any clinician
in need of guidance in the realms of biochemistry.

M.F.P.

PROGRESS IN CLINICAL SURGERY
Edited by RODNEY SMITH, M.S., F.R.C.S. Pp.
x + 414, with Ii2 illustrations. London:
J. & A. Churchill, Ltd. I954. 36s.
In his preface to this book the editor states his

object of providing, at reasonable length, a supple-
ment of recent progress to the standard textbooks
for the Fellowship candidate. It is refreshing to
find that his contributors admirably fulfil this aim.
In almost all the chapters there is a balanced account
of recent progress related'to established surgical
practice.
There are a few inevitable points of personal

disagreement. One wonders, for example, whether
the judgment involved in doing many a Polya
gastrectomy is not at least as great as that in the
Billroth I operation. Professor Aird advocates the
Polya operation exclusively for the tyro and
reserves the Billroth I operation for the expert.
The chapter on hypertension is somewhat dis-

appointing, reflecting personal practice rather than
general opinion. This is admittedly a difficult and
unsettled subject but one would have looked for
mention of such objective results as have been
published. Smithwick's figures of the expectation
of life in comparable groups of medically and
surgically treated cases are surely worth mentioning
in a review of this subject.
This is an excellent book which should have a

much wider appeal than to the Fellowship candi-
date for whom it is so well written.

K. O.

A THERAPEUTIC INDEX
By C. M. MILLER, M.D., M.R.C.P., and B. K.
ELLENBOGEN, M.D., M.R.C.P. Pp. xii + 148.
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, Ltd. 1955.
2zs. 6d.
This small book outlines in a few short sentences

the treatment that the authors recommend for a
large number of conditions. Whilst in the scope
of about 150 small pages it is obviously impossible
for such a large field to be covered by anything
more than purely dogmatic statements, this book,
for that very reason, will be useful to busy general
practitioners and others who wish to obtain at a
glance a suggested treatment for a particular
condition.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Quarterly Journal of Experimental Physiology.

Vol. 40. No. I. January, 1955. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd.
Publication of the Quarterly Journal of Experi-

mental Physiology has now been taken over by
E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd., of Edinburgh. The
Editorial Board and the policy of the Journal appear
to remain unchanged but the format and standard
of publication are now of that high standard
associated with this firm.
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