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Obliterative A4rterial Disease
Obliterative arterial disease is the commonest

cause of death and a most frequent cause for a
patient's disablement. In this number of our
Journal we print five articles which deal with
various aspects of arteriosclerosis or senile obliter-
ative arterial disease. These articles do not
attempt to cover the whole subject; they merely
discuss current practice and thought in certain
branches of this extensive subject. Professor
Crawford, who has himself contributed much to
help in the clarification of the morbid anatomical
change in arteriosclerosis, writes on pathology.
Mr. Messent and Dr. Pratt describe the clinical
features of two important branches of this disease,
cerebral arteriosclerosis and senile peripheral
arteriosclerosis. Dr. Robertson writes on the
electrocardiographic changes, and Dr. Ball has
contributed a most interesting article in which he
pays particular attention to the place for anti-
coagulants in the management of patients with
coronary occlusion.

When patients consult their doctor oIn accouInt
of symptoms produced by obliterative vascular
disease it is usual for attention to be focused upon
the particular region of which the patient com-
plains, the heart, for example, if his symptoms
are caused by coronary disease, or one or perhaps
both legs if the aorta, iliac or lower limb arteries
are involved. The important thing is to realize
that these local symptoms are part of a general
disease. When one treats these patients the
general nature of their disease must never be
lost sight of. In some patients it is sufficiently
well localized to justify energetic local treatment,
but these are in a minority and it is really upon
the general treatment and prevention of oblitera-
tive vascular disease that we should concentrate
our efforts. But unfortunately little has emerged
so far which can help a doctor treat the general
changes of arteriosclerosis once they have be-
come established. This means that our treatment
is still of necessity largely symptomatic.
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