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PORPHYRINS

By A. VANOTTI. Pp. xv + 258, illustrated.
L London: Hilger & Watts, Ltd. '954. 50os.

This is a remarkable book. It has been written
by one international authority on the subject of the
porphyrins, and has been translated by another.
It can thus truly be described as an authoritive
monograph. The first four chapters of the book
describe the distribution and origins of the
porphyrins in the normal human body. The next
two chapters are concerned with the changes in
porphyrin metabolism seen in different diseases,
and with the effects on the body of the production
of large quantities of porphyrins. Finally there is
a very long chapter on porphyria and a shorter one
on treatment. The book is illustrated by a number
of graphs and also by a series of photographic plates
showing the absorption and fluorescence spectra
of the porphyrins. There is also a number of
extremely interesting clinical photographs. The
book is undoubtedly the most reliable and up-to-
date account of the porphyrins at present available
although, inevitably, the delays of translation and
publication have resulted in the ommission of
some of the most recent publications.

A SYNOPSIS OF OBSTETRICS AND
GYNAECOLOGY

By ALECK W. BOURNE, M.A., M.B., B.Ch.,
F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G.- iith Edition. Pp. viii
+ 536, illustrated. Bristol: John Wright &
Sons, Ltd. I954. 25s.
For 30 years now this book has been a favourite

and the fact that yet another edition has been called
for is sufficient to indicate its continued popularity.
A synopsis of course is not really the best form of

textbook from which to prepare to learn a subject for
practice, but undoubtedly this synopsis is extremely
useful for revising for undergraduate and post-
graduate examinations.
Although the print is fairly small it is very clear.

The amount of detail covered is extraordinary and
your reviewer was able to find the answer to every
question a class of postgraduates were able to put,
within the confines of its covers. It is therefore an
ideal work of reference.

E.E&P.

THE BASIS OF CLINICAL NEUROLOGY
By SAMUEL BROCK, M.D. 3rd Edition. Pp.

xii + 5IO, with 124 illustrations. London:
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. I954. 54S.
The basis of clinical neurology considered in this

volume comprises anatomy and physiology of the
nervous system, and is presented by a clinical
neurologist. Here then is a survey by a clinical
specialist, of anatomy and physiology relevant to
his specialty, and one looks for features which dis-
tinguish such a presentation from that written by
an anatomist or physiologist. Scattered throughout
the book is to be found anatomical and physiological
information which, though useful in clinical
neurology, is not usually available in standard works
on anatomy and physiology, erg. anatomo-physio-
logical analysis of various syndromes engendered by
discrete lesions of the brain stem. It is surprising,
therefore, to encounter in these pages an error so
frequently committed by anatomical writers. On
page i6i it is claimed.that the sensory skin loss fol-
lowing a destructive lesion of each of the divisions
of the trigeminal nerve is as' represented in.Fig. 4I.
In this figure is illustrated the total area of innerva-
tion of each division. Because of considerable
degree of sensory overlap between these divisions
the loss following block of one division is rarely, if
ever, as extensive as given in this diagram.

Also introduced and given much space are
numerous theories, culled from various sources and
not always with the most critical discrimination.
However,' the authors of these speculations are
named and the conjectural and polemical nature of
the theorieg is indicated.

Several sections have been written by authors
other than Professor Brock, and Dr. Morris
Bender's contribution on sensory extinction and
double simultaneous stimulation must be singled
out as of distinguished order. Also noteworthy is
the comprehensive account of recent electrophysio-
logical work. Rightly the authors venture some-
times beyond the traditional confines of anatomy
and physiology.

Judging by the number of editions and reprints,
both in English and other languages, the book must
enjoy considerable popularity, especiallyrfi'fi 'the
Wes.rii lihrnhiSh6i.'" As a' reference'-book- -on
applied ' neuroanatomyy ,aid tauophysiology, this
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