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General Practitioners
The College of General Practitioners have just

held their second Annual General Meeting and
produced their second Annual Report. This
commences with the report of the first council
of the College. The College appears to be in a
healthy and prosperous state, finances are adequate,
a reserve fund has been established and, perhaps
more important, membership continues to rise.
Perusal of the report, however, leaves one with the
impression that the College may well be entering
upon a somewhat more difficult period.

Great credit is due to those who provided the
energy and drive which created the College in such
a short space of time and also for their wisdom in
stressing that the main work of the College should
be directed to improving undergraduate and post-
graduate education and developing research in
general practice. This insistence that the College
concentrates its energies upon improving the
standard of general practice rather than acting as a
trades union can in the long run do nothing but
good. The difficulty is that such a policy does not
show immediate or spectacular results and those
members who wish to see such results may be dis-
appointed. It is possible therefore that the council
of the College will have to face a certain amount of

impatience or even criticism from those of its
members who have failed to realize what are the
real objects of this College.
The Annual Report includes an outline of the

plans for I955. These include the appointment of
a panel of architects to advise practitioners on the
planning of their surgeries and the statement that
the future of the College depends on the work of
the regional faculties and their various committees.
It is these faculties who are responsible for organiz-
ing postgraduate education, and here is a field
which can show immediate results. In some areas
adequate provision has been made for the post-
graduate education of general practitioners but
others are less fortunate.

Research in general practice has always been
difficult because the clinical material is so widely
spread out. The College as a whole have now
sponsored several investigations and some of the
Regional Faculties have begun investigations of
their own. These Faculty sponsored investiga-
tions should prove of real value, not only to the
progress of medical science but to the Faculty
members themselves, and they should serve a
valuable link between the College faculties and any
medical schools in their area.
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