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MANUAL OF DISEASES OF THE EYE
By T. KEITH LYLE, O.B.E., M.A., M.D., M.Chir.,
and A. G. CROSS, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.S. IIth
Edition. Pp. xii + 724, with 337 illustrations,
32 in colour. London: Baillitre, Tindall & Cox.
I954. 35S.
The IIth edition of May and Worth's ' Diseases

of the Eye ' has been written by Mr. Keith Lyle and
Mr. Alex Cross and the number of pages has been
increased from 505 to 724. Whereas the original
authors intended that the book should be of use to
general practitioners, the present authors hope that
in addition to its appeal to general practitioners the
book will serve as an introduction to those intending
to specialise in ophthalmology.
The book has been most extensively revised both

in the text and in the illustrations and although the
general lay-out of the chapters has been followed
closely, every chapter has been considerably modified
or completely re-written and new chapters have been
included on the ocular manifestations of diseases of
the central nervous system, on visual field defects
due to lesions of the visual tract, on the pupils, on
nystagmus, on ocular neurosis and on tropical
diseases, the latter being written by Major E. J.
Somerset.
Only a few minor points require adverse criticism.

Particular care has been taken in the preparation of
the illustrations and in general these are extremely
good, but certain of the coloured plates especially
those illustrating external conditions-the legacy of
the earlier editions-judged by modern standards,
are of poor quality and might well have been replaced
by the reproductions of the many excellent coloured
photographs which are now freely available. Whilst
the illustrations of the visual fields are most instruc-
tive, they are too small for easy interpretation.

This book has been improved immensely by its
present authors and it is now a first-class textbook
not only for general practitioners and for the post-
graduate students of ophthalmology but also for
medical students for whom the lucid exposition of
the fundamentals of ophthalmology and the indica-
tions of the relationship between ophthalmology,
general medicine and neurology will be especially
valuable.

A.G.L.

RECENT ADVANCES IN ENDOCRINOLOGY
By P. M. F. BISHOP, D.M., M.R.C.P. 7th edition.

Pp. viii + 348, with 34 illustrations. London:
J. & A. Churchill, Ltd. I954. 30s.
Dr. Bishop has succeeded in following his terms

of reference in bringing 'Recent Advances in
Endocrinology' up-to-date by completely re-
writing Professor Cameron's earlier edition.
The result is a most erudite book, full of the

latest information concerning this difficult subject
in which biologists and biochemists are presenting
so many interesting problems both to themselves
and the clinicians.

Naturally enough, the adrenocortical steroids and
their ramifications are given prominence. The
section on sex hormones has also evidently been of
special interest to the author as it is unusually
comprehensive.
One cannot pretend that this is an easy book to

read, but that is the fault of the subject and not of
the author, whose style is lucid and concise.

It would appear to be designed, however, for the
use of the post-graduate rather than for the under-
graduate student. To the former, ' Recent
Advances in Endocrinology' can be thoroughly
recommended, and Dr. Bishop deserves our thanks
and admiration for the production of this helpful
and stimulating volume.

R.D.G.

THE EFFECT OF ACTH AND CORTISONE
UPON INFECTION AND RESISTANCE

Edited by GREGORY SHWARTZMAN, M;D. Pp. x +
zo4, illustrated. London: Geoffrey Cumberlege.
I954. 458s.
This book records a symposium held at the New

York Academy of Medicine in I952. It is in many
respects an exciting book, for it describes work in a
relatively new and rapidly expanding field. That
cortisone and ACTH have a very real effect upon
infection and resistance under certain circumstances
in man was soon evident to those who first used these
hormones for therapeutic purposes. But the
analysis of the relation between adrenal secretions
and infections in man is necessarily a slow and

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 17, 2023 by guest.

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.30.350.659-b on 1 D

ecem
ber 1954. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/


660 POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL December I954

difficult process; Harvey and his colleagues and
Kass and his colleagues describe their work in this
field. Meanwhile experimental work on animals
has progressed apace. Studies of hormone effects
upon enzymes and upon cellular, connective tissue
and antibody reactions to infections are all con-
sidered as well as more general effects upon micro-
bial infections.
The communications in this symposium are

notably concise and well-documented, and the book
provides a stimulating interim report on current
American work.

R.R.H.L.

A Ciba Foundation Symposium
PRESERVATION AND TRANSPLANTATION

OF NORMAL TISSUES
Edited by G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME, O.B.E., M.A.,

M.B., B.CH., and MARGARET P. CAMERON, M.A.,
A.B.L.S. Pp. xii + 236, with 55 illustrations.
London: J. & A. Churchill, Ltd. 1954. 25s.
The transplantation of normal tissues is not a new

concept; corneal and skin grafting are long estab-
lished examples but recent years have seen con-
siderable advances in both experimental and clinical
aspects of .this continually widening field. The
Ciba Foundation symposium brought together ex-
perts from many countries whose research covered
all facets of this important work and in this book
are fully recorded their papers and the discussions
which followed them.
With the increasing use of homografts came the

organization of tissue banks for their preservation.
In many cases the graft has not survived as living
tissue following preservation at low temperatures or
by freeze-drying, but in some instances this has
proved an advantage where the requirements are
only those of structural integrity. Many are the
uses of non-viable grafts, arterial grafts being a
notable example. Where cellular function is re-
quired the problem has been two-fold; survival
following preservation and survival following trans-
plantation with its attendant antibody reaction on
the part of the host. The former has already been
considerably overcome by protection of the tissues
with glycerol while further work suggests that there
is less antibody response to grafts of foetal tissue.
Viable gonadal homografts have been achieved ex-
perimentally and, indeed, clinically, and successes
recorded of parathyroid homografts in the human.

This is truly a fascinating story; so much has
been achieved, so very much more lies ahead that
reading this excellent book proves a most stimulating
experience. Few can fail to be interested by it;
many whose work brings them into contact with
these problems will find it an invaluable reference
volume.

G.F.H.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST WORLD
CONFERENCE ON MEDICAL EDUCATION
Held under the auspices of the World Medical

Association. Pp. xvi + 804, with three illustra-
tions. London: Geoffrey Cumberlege. 954.
6os.
Medical education is one of those topics on which

all doctors have views; most of them probably
discuss it on and off from their student days far
into their old age. In recent years, there has been
a unanimity of opinion, quite unusual among
doctors, that all is not well with medical education,
yet any measure of agreement on how it should be
changed is very hard to discern. Here, in one
volume, are recorded the views of doctors and lay-
men from many countries, who are interested in this
problem.
The Proceedings open with four addresses, by

Sir Lionel Whitby, Sir Richard Livingstone,
John F. Fulton of Yale University and S. M. K.
Mallick of Dow Medical College, Karachi. These
addresses are concerned with the history and philo-
sophy of the subject and all should be widely read
and pondered. The main part of the book is in
four sections concerned with requirements for entry
into medical schools, aims and contents of the
medical curriculum, techniques and methods of
medical education, and preventive and social
medicine. The communications are mostly in
English and all are followed by summaries in
English, French and Spanish. A short concluding
session is recorded in which the field covered by
each section is commented upon by two rapporteurs.
The field covered in these 804 pages is so vast

that detailed review would be impossible. Suffice
it to say that much careful thought has gone into
these communications and the Proceedings will
remain a standard arid valuable source of reference
on medical education for many years to come.

R.R.H.L.
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