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ANATOMY, REGIONAL AND APPLIED

By R. J. LAST, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S. Pp. xii +
665, with 309 illustrations, many in colour.
London: J. & A. Churchill Ltd. I954. 55s.
This book is a cross between a text-book of

anatomy and a dissection manual, and is aimed at
those who already have a certain knowledge of
anatomy.
The author states that he has 'attempted to

include in the text all those parts of human anatomy
which should occupy a place in the knowledge and
in the understanding of the student or general
clinician,' and whatever views one may hold on this
controversial matter, one cannot fail to admire
him for his boldness in so committing himself.
It may be noted that the petrosal nerves and .the
erector spinae muscle are given due attention.

Histology and embryology are dealt with very
briefly, and with the main eye towards their practical
applications, and the same may be said to apply to
the section on the nervous system. The classi-
fication of joints given is refreshingly simple, and a
considerable amount of recent work on the mecha-
nism of particular joints is included. The section
dealing with the innervation of the limbs is excellent,
and the simple rules given for remembering the
segmental innervation of the musculature and skin
will be found very useful.
On the whole, the general impression created by

the book is, that it is a well balanced account of
regional anatomy with a certain amount of watering
down of topographical detail, competently written
in a pleasing conversational style, which the post-
graduate student revising for a higherexamination
may find useful to read alongside dissected parts
and specimens.

A.S.B.

MEDICAL HISTORY OF THE SECOND
WORLD WAR-SURGERY

Edited by SIR ZACHARY COPE, B.A., M.D., M.S.,
F.R.C.S. Pp. xix + 772, with illustrations,
many in colour. London: H.M.S.O. I953.
8os.
The 2z years which separated the two World

Wars brought maturity to many surgical develop-
ments, not a few of which had found their birth in
the earlier onslaught. Other concepts were still

in their infancy in I939 and the exigencies of the
occasion brought them to rapid fruition while
creating yet further problems to be met by new
advances. To record comprehensively this fasci-
nating story of the surgical evolutions of the
Second World War is a stupendous task which has
nevertheless been magnificently achieved by Sir
Zachary Cope and his team of authors. It is a
success which is no less a tribute to the countless
others who worked for the care of the wounded.

It is impossible to single out all the factors which
led to improvements in the surgery of the last war,
but the excellent blood transfusion service, improved
anaesthesia and surgical techniques and the anti-
biotics all played a considerable part. The clari-
fication ofwound treatment together with penicillin,
for instance, were largely responsible for the figure
of 87 per cent. first intention healing in a large
series of head injuries in Normandy. Similarly, the
records of a thoracic unit show a steady decrease
in the empyema incidence to 7.6 per cent. at the end
of the Italian campaign.
Here are faithfully recorded the valuable advances

and experience of the specialist units; units such as
the plastic teams with their greatly improved results
in bums and maxillo-facial injuries or the spinal
injuries centres whose remarkable work has been
particularly well presented. The nature of the war
posed new problems or brought old ones into
greater prominence. Thus the crush syndrome,
parachute hazards and blast injuries, to mention
but a few, exemplify the diversity of subjects
covered, references being provided throughout
the book for the reader who wishes to delve further.

In the more general field of abdominal surgery,
the improvement achieved is well illustrated by the
recovery rate of 6z per cent. of all small gutpene-
trating wounds with or without other injuries;
a figure more than twice that of the previous war.
Even more remarkable is the fact that these results,
attained in the Western Desert, are within I per
cent. of those obtained in Britain, a credit not only
to the surgical teams in North Africa but to the
improved administration with its greater mobility
of these teams and better management of casualty
evacuation.

It is fitting that there should be a chapter on the
courage and tenacity of those who cared for their
fellow unfortunates, the prisoners of war, achieving
so much under such appalling conditions. Equally
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fitting is the grim epilogue on the effects of atomic
warfare, a reminder to be prepared not only in the
light of experiences gained in the last war but
with the aid of the present peace-time advances.

This book is more than a military surgical
history. Thanks to carefully documented experi-
ence, it contains a great deal of the utmost value in
civilian practice. It should be read by every
surgeon.

G.F.H.

THE MEDICAL ANNUAL, 1954
Edited by SIR HENRY TIDY, K.B.E., M.A., M.D.,

F.R.C.P., and R. MILNES WALKER, M.S., F.R.C.S'
Pp. xiv + 524, with 67 plates and 32 illustrations.
Bristol: John Wright & Sons, Ltd. I954.
32s. 6d.
No more recommendation is needed for the 72nd

volume of the Medical Annual than to say that it
maintains the high standard of its predecessors.
In a comprehensive review of the recent literature
in all branches of medical science it includes
subjects of such general and topical interest as lung
cancer and tobacco smoking, the therapeutic
applications of cortisone, detergents and the skin,
and claims for negligence. The specialist sections
are again filled with critically selected material of
much practical and academic interest.

THE ANATOMY OF THE BRONCHIAL TREE
By R. C. BROCK, M.S., F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S. 2nd

Edition. Pp. viii + 243, with I58 illustrations,
some in colour. London: Geoffrey Cumberlege.
I954. 45s.
The seconrl edition of this monograph presents

a full revision of the author's work in this sphere.
Drawing upon his later experience, he has expanded
some parts of the text and the recent work of other
authorities is correlated, so that an up-to-date survey
of present knowledge is set out. An important
step is taken towards standardization of bronchial
nomenclature, by the adoption throughout of the
recommendations of the Committee of the I949
International Congress of Otolaryngology. A few
new illustrations are added to the very fine collection
printed in the first edition, and the layout has been
rearranged in an effort to facilitate reference to them
during study of the text.

It is superfluous to comment on the importance
of this treatise, which has long been acknowledged.
It is, however, pertinent to commend the author's
simple and readable presentation, which makes his
book a pleasure to study.

H.J.G.

FRENCH'S INDEX OF DIFFERENTIAL
DIAGNOSIS

Edited by A. H. DOUTHWAITE, M.D., F.R.C.P.
Seventh Edition. Pp. xii + 1,046, with 731
illustrations, 200 in colour. Bristol: John
Wright & Sons Ltd. I954. £5 5s. I
This is the seventh edition and the eighteenth

printing of a book which first appeared in 1912.
These facts attest to its perennial popularity.
This edition is edited by A. H. Douthwaite and
continues the Guy's tradition, and the contributors
are all men who have made original contributions
in their own fields. This is not a book to read
right through (even if it were to be so used it would
be useful reading) but rather to keep beside while
reading a medical textbook. It is as a supplement
to any formal textbook of medicine that it is recom-
mended both for examination reading and long
afterwards by the postgraduate student.
The publishers are to be congratulated on the

excellence of their production; the illustrations and
above all the index are models and the whole
format is attractive, and the limp covers make it
just possible to hold this book on the knee while
reading, in spite of its generous size.

H.J.A.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN PSYCHO-
SOMATIC MEDICINE

Edited by ERIC D. WITTKOWER, M.D., and R. A.
CLEGHORN, M.D., D.Sc. Pp. xvi +495, illustrated.
London: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons Ltd. 1954.
50s.
This book is concerned with the relation of the

mind to the onset and course of disease. There
are 29 contributors, the majority of whom write
from Canada or the U.S.A. There are eight
chapters on general topics and 17 on psychological
aspects of specified diseases or groups of diseases.
Each chapter contains an up-to-date bibliography.
The standard of the contributions varies con-

siderably, but together they reveal some *of the
main difficulties inherent in studies in this field.
Perhaps the greatest difficulty is the intangibility
of the indices measured so that objective recording
is hard to attain. Many studies, too, by their very
nature, concern only few subjects who, one suspects,
may have been selected largely for their psycho-
logical interest. The most impressive contribu-
tions are those dealing with the elements of the
subject. These include anatomical and physio-
logical studies of different parts of the brain, and
expositions of methods at present available for
research in man-and their limitations. The post-
graduate reader will find these and many other
chapters stimulating and of great interest.

R.R.H.L.
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