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REFRESHER COURSE FOR GENERAL
PRACTITIONERS

Specially Commissioned Articles from the British
Medical Journal, Volume II. Pp. x + 570,
illustrated. London: The British Medical
Association. I954. 25S.
During the past two years Refresher Course

articles for general practitioners have appeared in
the British Medical Journal and subsequently pub-
lished in book form. The subjects for the sixty
articles contained in Volume II, which appeared
between January, 1951 and March, I952, were well
chosen, as nearly all deal with problems commonly
met with in general practice. They have been
written and revised by expertswho have incorporated
recent developments and advances in treatment.
The subjects are so numerous that it is impracticable
to comment on individual articles, but it is sufficient
to say that any member of the medical profession
will find a subject of interest and instruction in this
book, the value of which is enhanced by numerous
well chosen illustrations.

A CIBA FOUNDATION SYMPOSIUM
Arranged Jointly with the Renal Association

on THE KIDNEY
Edited by A. A. G. LEWIS, B.Sc., M.D., M.R.C.P.,
and G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME, O.B.E., M.A.,
M.B., B.Ch. PP. xvi + 333, with I25 illustra-
tions. London: J. &. A. Churchill, Ltd. 1954.
32S.

This latest symposium published by the Ciba
Foundation is the result of collaboration by the
Foundation with the Renal Association. Although
there is an impressive list of authors and subjects,
the book is of rather uneven value and a good deal
of space seems to have been devoted to the publica-
tion of material, some of it nearly twenty years old.
There are, however, articles pertaining to newer and
even unpublished work, and these should be of
considerable interest to those whose special study
is the physiology, normal and abnormal, of the
kidney.

HAVING A BABY

By J. F. ROBINSON, M.B., Ch.B. Pp. viii + 92,
with 23 illustrations. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone Ltd. I954. 6s. 6d.
This boolk, as all publications of E. & S. Living-

stone, is very nicely produced.
It gives a certain amount of information to the

expectant mother as to what takes place during
pregnancy and labQur, and describes some useful

exercises to help her during this time and the
puerperium.

It tries to cc ver too much ground in its ninety
pages. The chapters on sterility and contraception
are hardly appropriate so early in the book. The
rightful place for contraception would be after the
baby is born, not before. If a suggestion might be
made, these chapters should be left out of the book,
and some more material about minor ante-natal
abnormalities andhowto overcome them, introduced.
The dust cover is delightful.

E.E.P.

BASIC ANATOMY
By G. A. G. MITCHELL, O.B.E., T.D., M.B., Ch.M.,

D.Sc., and E. L. PArTERSON, M.D., Ch.B., B.Sc.
Pp. Viii + 438, with 286 illustrations. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd. I954. 45S.
' Basic Anatomy' is intended for the use of

medical students during their first term of anatomy.
The whole field of anatomy is covered, and much is
necessarily dealt with very superficially. The
general approach is described by the authors as
' reasonable dogmatism,' suitable to students of
average ability; there is, accordingly, no biblio-
graphy and little mention of controversial matters.
A very useful glossary is included.

MODERN TREATMENT YEARBOOK, x5
Edited by SIR CECIL WAKELEY, Bt., K.B.E., CAB.,

LL.D., M.Ch., D.Sc., P.R.C.S., F.R.S.E.,
F.R.S.A., F.A.C.S., F.R.A.C.S. Pp. viii + 352,
with 69 illustrations. London: Bailliere, Tindall
& COx. 1954. 2IS.

Changing horizons and new perspectives in
medical science are presented in a readable and
reliable way in this book. The lag period between
the scientific paper and the textbook of medicine,
though entirely necessary for the proper appraisal
of new fact, may yet be unfortunate in depriving the
patient of the latest remedy or the doctor of the
*most up to date information. A book such as this
in which new work is considered and ' built-in ' to
the accepted body of medical knowledge, is in-
valuable to the practitioner of medicine. It is short
enougl; to avoid being formidable, long enough to be
compr6hensive. Its subject matter ranges widely;
the common diseases of society such as rheumatoid
arthritis, peptic ulcer and thyrotoxicosis, are fully
considered while the chapter on Sprengl's shoulder,
and that on Decompression sickness will at least
make interesting reading. Altogether, Sir Cecil
Wakeley and his collaborators are to be congratulated
on their efforts.
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