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This work could not have been produced by any-
one concerned in the daily tasks of a practising
surgeon. It could equally not have been produced
by anyone who lacked vast surgical experience.
Wilfred Shaw's long fatal illness gave the man of
experience the enforced absence from operative
work that allowed the time and reflection necessary
to produce a masterpiece.
The work is on the grand scale yet, unexpectedly,

because the book purposely avoids simple general
surgical methods and techniques, many small gems
of wisdom appear, such as in discussing the treat-
ment of shock, ' Morphia should be used with
caution. . . .' This is a detail but such details
reflect the care in the preparation of a book designed
to illustrate and lighten the path of the apprentice
gynaecological surgeon.
The drawings and their reproduction are superb.

No error could be found either in the proof reading,
which means that the book must have been perused
very, very many times by those responsible for its
appearance.

Shaw's publishers, illustrators, notably Mr.
Caswell, and friends have rendered service only a
very great master could have inspired, for the work
is in the tradition of Smellie and Denman.

E.E.P.

THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF
MEDICAL PRACTICE
Pharmacopoeia Volume

Edited by THE RT. HON. LORD HORDER, G.C.V.O.'
M.D., F.R.C.P. 2nd Edition. Pp. ix + 542-
London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd. I953. 65s.
This comprehensive book is the final volume of

the new edition of the Encyclopaedia. The original
purpose of this extra volume was to offer detailed
information on proprietary perparations mentioned
in the text volumes. . Its scope, however, has been
greatly extended to include most of the proprietary
preparations which have received the sanction of
the medical profession in the past decade.
The products are set out in alphabetical order

under their trade names, and the manufacturer of
each is clearly indicated in the text. A full account
of the preparation is then given under six headings;
composition, pharmacology, indications, dosage and
packings. No indication of cost is given-a pity,
perhaps, since most doctors have little idea of the
price of drugs. The description of each prepara-
tion;occupies about one half page of text, including
the neat spacing between sub-headings, so that the
accounts are concise and easy to read. An excellent
feature of the text is the inclusion of structural
formulae of important, drugs. Very wisely, the
editor has refrained from including any that are
likely to frighten the average reader and he has
struck a nice balance by giving really important basic
formulae with which every doctor should be
acquainted.
The Index has much to commend it, particularly

to overseas readers who will find manufacturers'
addresses abroad,as well as at home. Finally, the
' Condition Index ' will be generally welcomed, not
least by that large body of the medical profession,
who even after years of practice, finds itself con-
stitutionally unable to remember trade names. This
book enhances greatly the Encyclopaedia proper,
but it is important to stress that none of its value as
a book of reference is lost when isolated from the
main work.

Great credit is due, not only to the editor, con-
tributors and publishers, but also the Manufac-
turing Chemists who together have produced a first
class reference book which should be widely read
both by the medical profession and by pharmacists.

D.S.L.

TEXTBOOK OF ORTHOPAEDIC MEDICINE
Volume I

Diagnosis of Soft Tissue Lesions
By JAMES CYRIAX, M.D., B.Ch. Pp. xiv + 6921
with I28 illustrations. London: Cassell & Co.
Ltd. 1954. 45S.
As usual with Dr. Cyriax's books this is a chan-

lenging one. The concept of orthopaedic medicine
as a speciality is original. It is a branch of medicine
which has much to offer very many patients in these
days of widespread activity in ' rehabilitation.'
This book shows how all rehabilitation must be

based on accurate diagnosis as must all rational
treatment. It is the outcome of many years of
experience and accurate observation by a keen and
scientifically trained mind. The author is not
ashamed to own that he has made mistakes in the
past in his search for accurate diagnoses and has
corrected them when they were found. The nature
of the conditions dealt with are not fatal, and there-
fore less dramatic than those which come to surgeons,
and confirmation of diagnoses at operation or post-
mortem is very rare and difficult to obtain.
Very large numbers of patients suffer from these

conditions and there is a wide field for anyone in-
terested in Dr. Cyriax's methods.

In general practice the number of patients suffer-
ing from skeletal pain in one part or another far
outnumbers those suffering from diseases of the
various organs of the body. The latter usually
evoke much more interest in doctors than the former
who are lumped together as ' rheumatism ' or
' fibrositis 'and whose condition is seldom accurately
diagnosed. A clinician comes into his own in this field
for as is stated X-rays and other investigations are
generally useful to exclude other conditions and
seldom positively help in the diagnoses.
The section on psychogenic pain is most important

as much time and effort is saved in physiotherapy
departments if this type of case is spotted at once
and dealt with appropriately.

*This book should be read by all interested in cases
of skeletal pain- and rehabilitation after injury.
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