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extensively described. Whilst the results of this
method may be superior to any other, it will be
many years before all the complications are ap-
preciated. Enthusiasm for sclerosants has waned,
but they are still included.
The book provides a conservative and unbiased

guide to methods of treatment as a whole and per-
haps the author's attention to detail is best illus-
trated when dealing with methods of supportive
treatment of varicose ulcers. Illustrations of
different types of bandage are given, together with
the exact way in which they should be applied by
the practitioner himself.

Concluding chapters include thrombophlebitis,
pulmonary embolus and anticoagulants. Such a
comprehensive guide cannot fail to provide valuable
assistance to any who look for help. To the prac-
titioner, the house surgeon and the specialist
ooking for further information and references it is
invaluable.

B.J.G.

THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF
'MEDICAL PRACTICE

Second Edition. London: Butterworth & Co.
Medical Progress Volume and Cumulative Sup-
plement. I952 Pp. Vii + 399 and I26 respec-
tively. 32S. 6d. and 25s. respectively.
Medical Progress Volume and Cumulative Sup-
plement. 1953. Pp. vi + 384 and I40 respec-
tively. 32S. 6d. and 25s. respectively.
The Annual Cumulative Supplements of the

Encyclopaedia are one of the most important
features of this great work. Although thin modest
volumes, they contain matter which has been sub-
stantiated since the publication of the main work.
The reader will therefore be kept up to date on every
subject. Quick easy reference is made possible by
a convenient system of key numbers which appear
on the top left-hand corner of the text volumes.
Subsequent supplements will be cumulative, so that
it will be necessary to consult only the last one
issued. As the years pass the cumulative supple-
ment becomes increasingly important and progres-
sively more indispensable.

In contrast to the Supplements the ' Annual
Volume on Medical Progress ' contains well-written
and documented essays on current medical research
in every field. Each article, by a recognized authority
who is often engaged in active research, offers a
stimulating account ofthe recent advances and trends
in subjects of topical interest.
Whereas the supplement is an essential addition

to the main work, ' Medical Progress' is optional.
Nevertheless, to all who are anxious to explore the
fringes of current medical research, whether they
have access to the Encyclopaedia or not, the' Annual
Volume of Medical Progress ' is strongly recom-
mended.

D.S.L.

B.C.G. AND VOLE VACCINATION
By K. NEVILLE IRVINE, M.A., D.M., B.Ch.,

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Pp. 96, with 14 illustrations,
ioincolour. London: N.A.P.T. I954. I2S.6d.
The story of B.C.G. from the orignal attenuation

of Nocard's virulent bovine strain by Calmette and
Guerin in I9o8, to the present day when more than
6o,ooo,ooo vaccinations have been carried out is a
stormy one marked by periods of doubt, disappoint-
ment and violent opposition, but sustained through-
out by the faith and enthusiasm of a few men.
This country has been slow indeed to accept the

value and safety of B.C.G. and in I948 when world
vaccinations exceeded iO,ooo,ooo no vaccine was
available here for clinical use.
To Dr. K. Irvine must go much of the credit for

the more enlightened state of affairs today since his
mongraph in 1934, and his previous book in I949,
stand out in the British literature on this most im-
portant subject.
The present small handbook will undoubtedly do

much to improve further the understanding and to
encourage the wider use of B.C.G. and will stimulate
great interest in the future of the Vole vaccine. It
is essentially a practical book and is clearly and
concisely written with much first hand advice on the
many problems involved in large scale vaccinations.
Although the tone is confident and optimistic no
extravagant and unsupported claims are made and
the difficulties of proving the value of anything in
pulmonary tuberculosis are stressed.

This book will prove of the greatest value to those
engaged in or planning a B.C.G. Clinic and will form
an excellent basis for a wider and discriminating
reading of the vast literature now available on the
subj&t.

SPOT DIAGNOSIS
Volume I

Compiled by the Editors of Medicine Illustrated.
Pp. I28, with I02 illustrations. London: Harvey
and Blythe Ltd. 1954. 7s. 6d.
This is a book full of pictures; pictures of people,

of X-rays, or miscroscopic sections, interspersed
with an occasional electrocardiogram and patho-
logical specimen. There are I02 such illustrations,
most of them of high quality.
The book is short and presented in the style of a

prolonged quiz, with the picture puzzle on one page
and the answer on the next. To a variable extent
the answers are expanded to include notes on the
aetiology, diagnosis, prognosis and treatment of the
condition portrayed; the information given is, in
general, reliable and useful. At the end, a few
pages are devoted to notes on the up to date treat-
ment of a handful of common conditions.

In no sense can this book be considered a com-
prehensive or systematic guide to the recognition of
disease; it is an instructive and brain-teasing way
of spending an unoccupied half-hour.
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