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A CIBA FOUNDATION SYMPOSIUM
Peripheral Circulation in Man

Edited by G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME, O.B.E., M.A.,
M.B., B.Ch., and JESSIE'S. FREEMAN, M.B., B.S.,
D.R.H. Pp. Xi + 219, with 72 illustrations.
London: J. & A. Churchill, Ltd. 1954. 25S.
This book is a full account of yet another Ciba

Foundation Symposium, the subject on this occasion
being the peripheral circulation in man. As with
previous Ciba Symposia, there was a distinguished
gathering of experts in this field who read papers on
recently published work or on unpublished observa-
tions; a general discussion followed each paper.
The beginning is devoted to a critical review by
Dr. Burton of the many methods available for
assessing the blood flow through the limb in man.
Plethysmography has been considered the one
method free from causing, by itself, any changes in
the circulation being measured, but now dark
suspicion is being cast on the possible vascular
effects produced by the venous occlusion cuff.
There are papers on the differential secretion of nor-
adrenaline and adrenaline and their effects on
muscle blood flow. According to Carlson there
occur, during adaption to a- cold environment,
circulatory changes which ensure a greater rate of
blood flow through the extremities. Professor
Greenfield, in his studies of the local vasodilator
response in the fingers to cold, has so far been
unable to identify any nervous or chemical mediator
for the reaction. A problem of the mechanism
controlling body temperature in man is an accept-
able definition of the particular temperature dis-
tribution which is regulated; Drs. Kerslake and
Cooper present the original and highly interesting
concept that the human body is capable of assessing
its own rate of heat loss through the skin and that it
regulates this function. Further results from their
ingenious experiments will be awaited with interest.
These same workers had previously shown that a
reflex cutaneous vasodilatation could be produced by
heating the skin elsewhere and now they have made
the surprising discovery that the afferent side of this
reflex is mediated via sympathetic pathways. The
increased sensitivity to adrenaline of vessels in
sympathectomized parts has been extensively
studied by Dr. Grant, who now has evidence that
the effect may be due to a loss of acetyl choline
normally produced in vessels by sympathetic dilator
tone. Professor Barcroft and Dr. Dornhorst
present an important hypothesis of a dual circulation
in skeletal muscle that may explain the anomrialous
behaviour of muscle blood flow to various influences.
They also present the extraordinary findings of Dr.
Ahmad, who observed that a sympathectomized
hand had a greater blood flow by plethysmography
when cooled and a smaller blood flow when it was
warmed; the published account of this work will
require close study. Dr. Guttman presents some
results of investigations on paraplegic patients in
whom distension of the bladder evoked widespread
autonomic vasomotor and sudomotor activity.
To those with a special interest in this field this

book should prove highly popular as a convenient
source of much recent work and theories. How-
ever, the reader must beware to discriminate be-
tween those studies which are in a completed form
after being fully worked up and those observations
which are only preliminary findings. This volume
will have, less appeal to the general reader although
some sections may be of interest. E.S.S.
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METABOLIC AND TOXIC DISEASES OF
THE NERVOUS SYSTEM

Edited by H. HOUSTON MERRITT, M.D., and
CLARENCE C. HARE, M.D. Pp. xii + 604, with
I04 illustrations and 73 tables. London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox, Ltd. 1953. 76s. 6d.
It is impossible in a short review to do justice

to this symposium, which is the 32nd in the
series, of research* publications issued by the
Association for Research in Nervous and Mental
Diseases. Those responsible for planning the sym-
posium have wisely cast their net extremely wide,
with the result that they have produced a volume
of general interest on the subject of disordered
metabolism. The book consists of 28 chapters
by 45 American and Canadian experts; each chapter
being followed by a discussion. The different
chapters maintain a very high standard and contain
a mass of material not available elsewhere except
in isolated original papers. The subjects dealt with
include endocrine abnormalities, the effects of
exposure to high and low temperature, vitamin
deficiencies, hepato-lenticular degeneration, and the
neurological disorders associated with liver disease,
enzyme studies, metabolic disorders and the effects
of drugs and toxic substances and ionizing radia-
tions on the nervous system. There can, indeed,
be few practising any branch of medicine who will
not find something of interest in this book.

THE ANTISEPTIC
A Monthly Medical Journal

Edited by U. VASUDEVA RAu, M.B., B.S. Golden
Jubilee Issue. Madras. April 1954. 12S.
Subn. I5s.
'The Antiseptic,' a journal of general medical

and surgical interest published in Madras, celebrated
in April of this year its Golden Jubilee. This
short review is intended to congratulate the Editors
on their achievement. ' The Antiseptic ' has done
much to improve the standard of all forms of
medical practice in India.

This Golden Jubilee number includes a most
interesting article dealing with the history of the
journal and a number of articles dealing with
various aspects of medicine and surgery. It is
recommended to our readers as a journal of high
standing.
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