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ALMROTH WRIGHT
Provocative Doctor and Thinker

By LEONARD COLEBROOK, F.R.S. Pp. Xi + 286,
with io plates. London: William Heinemann
Ltd. 1954. 2IS.
The ordinary medical man would find it hard to

name the half dozen most famous bacteriologists of
the 20th century, but the name of Almroth Wright
would be one of those most easy to recollect. Why
he was famous would still be a poser to some of
those who know his name. Most would have heard
or read of his skilful ingenuity with capillary tube
and teat, and a large number would put his success-
ful campaign to get the British Army of the 1914-
1918 war inoculated prophylactically against typhoid
fever as his first claim to fame. Beyond these
achievements little may be known of the man. For
such people, Colebrook's description of Wright,
based on a lifelong and close association, provides an
eminently readable answer.

It is clear that first and foremost Wright had a
highly educated intellect and a mind of considerable
originality. He excelled in controversy, perhaps
because of his Irish blood, and while all these
qualities inevitably gave him enemies, they formed
also the stimulus for those who worked with him
and knew him well. The practical results of such
leadership can be seen in the subsequent achieve-
ments of his pupils, particularly at St. Mary's
Hospital. His philosophical influence is more in-
tangible, but may well prove to be as great.

Medi6al biographies should always form part of
the reading of doctors as they tell of the ingredients
of the fruits of success and of the battles, mental
and physical, which confront the great minds.
While few readers will aspire to seats in the hall of
fame, all will learn much from the way in which the
outstanding members of the profession lived their
lives. That they will do in Colebrook's book,
though it must be confessed that this is more ex-
hilarating and entertaining when the story is told of
Wright's adventures outside the bacteriological
field than within.

J.L.P.

ORAL AND DENTAL DISEASES
Aetiology, Histopathology, Clinical Features

and Treatment
By H. H. STONES, M.D., M.D.S., F.D.S.R.C.S.

3rd Edition. Pp. xix + I,OI9, with 959 illustra-
tions, 9I in colour. Edinburgh: E. & S. Living-
stone Ltd. I954. £5.
That a book of this size and expense should reach

a third edition in six years is a greater tribute than
anything that could be said by a reviewer. It has
been studied in the past with enthusiasm and this
new edition will again be sought by those reading
for a higher qualification as well as those requiring
information on day-to-day problems occurring in
the normal routine.

Professor Stones has now joined that select band
of authors whose books are commonly called after
them instead of by the title originally given. In the

field of dental surgery one immediately calls to
mind the names of Colyer, Bennett and Mead.
' Stones ' is a strong candidate for this gallery of
immortals.
A detailed review is out of place here and it is

probably sufficient to indicate that this book con-
tains everything that it should and is the mine of
information that one would expect after a close
study of the two previous editions. Whilst it is a
sine qua non to the postgraduate studying for a
higher diploma its place on the shelves of a refer-
ence library will always be a prominent one.

S.R.

PHARMACOLOGY
By J. H. GADDUM, Sc.D., F.R.S., M.R.C.S.,

L.R.C.P. 4th Edition. Pp. xviii + 562, with
89 illustrations. London: Geoffrey Cumberlege.
'953. 35S.
Four editions of this book in 14 years are sufficient

proof of its popularity with students and teachers
alike. Professor Gaddum is faced with a difficult
problem that must confront all who write text-
books at a time when there is much activity and
advance in their own subject. With every revision,
new material rnust be considered for inclusion which
exceeds in amount that which can be discarded.
The book therefore tends to get bigger and more
expensive, and thus more a book of reference and
less a book for the student. The latter has no more
time allowed in the curriculum for the study of this
subject, from edition to edition, nor any more
money to buy it. A further increase in size and cost
of the next edition may well set the student on a
quest for something smaller and cheaper, which is a
pity, as this is an excellent book on the subject, well
written and well suited for his purpose. It is
written in a crisp, clear style and, owing to the
author's ability to compress his facts, there is little
latitude for future saving in this direction. Though
easy to read, it compels thought, which is a good
thing. This edition has been considerably improved
by the additions and alterations to, antibiotics,
nuclear poisons, and the blockade of autonomic
ganglia and neuromuscular junctions.
The section on analgesics has been enlarged and

improved though nalorphine might have been
allowed more than half the space allotted to apo-
morphine, now virtually of only academic interest.
It is a pity that the oc and ( effects of adrenaline are
divided between pages i8i and 207, and that where-
as there is a back reference on the latter page, to the
former, the first time the subject is mentioned on
page ic8i gives no indication of further information
on page 207, which might have been looked for on
page 20I under adrenaline. These criticisms,
however, are of small account in such a book as
this, made even more useful in this present edition
by the increase in references given. It is a book
that almost every student must read, if not acquire',
sooner or later.

H.C.S.
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