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MANUAL OF UROLOGY
By ALEC W. BADENOCH, M.A., M.D., Ch.M.,

F.R.C.S. Pp. ix + 555, with 328 illustrations,
some in colour. London: William Heinemann,
Ltd. 1953. £5 5s. od.

This is an outstanding book which achieves
exactly what Badenoch intended. It is a guide to
postgraduates working for higher examinations, to
general -surgeons who meet with urological prob-
lems, and it is a model for teachers of urology. It
would be a good thing if much of this book could
be used to replace the appropriate sections in many
advanced general surgical textbooks in this country.
This would bring a blast of unbiased common sense
to bear on those problems in urology which befuddle
students, and would answer the almost standard
questions that postgraduates ask while working for
the Final F.R.C.S.

It' is easy to read, like a verbatim record of frie'ndly
lectures to a small class which must cover the subject
but not lose its sense of proportion, and it contains
much practical wisdom based on the author's wide
experience. There is no excessive detail about rare
conditions. Probably it has actually been evolved'
from his lectures given during courses at the
Institute of Urology. Perhaps because of this,
discussion in some parts of the book seems to lack
positive direction which would normally be given
by the varying emphasis of spoken words.
The book begins with a short account of relevant

anatomy and physiology. There is a full and
extremely good chapter on the examination and
investigation of a urological case, with valuable
comments on the implications of many possible
findings. Most of the book is arranged under
pathological headings so that the effects of one group
of conditions on the whole urinary tract is dealt with
in sequence. This is neat and avoids repetition. The
last chapter, of nearly ioo pages, describes in
detail the technique of most accepted urological
operations, and after every chapter there are refer-
ences to recent papers published in this country and
abroad (with a pleasant preponderance of British
references).
The highlight of the whole book is the chapter

about obstruction at the internal urinary meatus.
So many biased or dogmatic views have been ex-
pressed about this subject in the last few years, and
nothing is more likely to provoke heated argument
when discussed at any meeting. Badenoch knows
this well, and yet he has managed to write about it
without prejudice, without vagueness and, leaving
nothing out, has produced a masterly account of
the complete handling of this large and difficult
group of cases. All postgraduates and general sur-
geons, and even urologists, ought to 'read this
chapter.
Some parts of the book are notable for an unusual

approach to conditions which get little attention in
standard textbooks, such as the effects of irradiation
on the urinary tract, and non-gonococcal urethritis.
In the same way chapters on tumours of the bladder,
fistula and incontinence, disturbance of micturition

following disease or injury of the nervous system,
and that which deals with the problems of male
sterility are all very good indeed and give practical
information which is not easy to find elsewhere.
The chapter on foreign bodies is a wonderful collec-
tion of remarkable discoveries by surgeons and
bizarre achievements by patients.
One author could not expect to maintain so high

a standard all through a book of this scope and some
parts can be criticised. The pathology of some con-
ditions is rather brief and the account of uraemia
is hardly sufficient for Final F.R.C.S. candidates.
The treatment of infections of the urinary tract
leaves some uncertainty on how best to deal with a
given case and the treatment of renal tuberculosis
is out of date since the annual meeting of the British
Association of Urological Surgeons in June 1953.
In the treatment of idiopkthic hydronephrosis little
help is given in deciding which of the conservative
operations can be useful and the inherent tendency
of this condition to be. bilateral is not stressed. It is
easier to remove a kidney than to conserve it and
nephrectomy is already done too often in these cases
by inexperienced surgeons. Under operative
urology the technique of perurethral resection of the
prostate is described in detail, and this will be
dangerous for the many young surgeons who think
they can learn how to do an operation for the first
time by reading about it.
These criticisms are unimportant in a book which

so generallv deserves high praise, and no other
recent book on this subject can equal it. In addition,
it is very well printed and beautifully illustrated.
There are many really life-like coloured prints of
cystoscopic appearances and the photographs, which
are a wonderful collection, are reproduced with
unusuatly good definition. Though it is a relatively
expensive book, the price is justified by the very
high standard which the publishers have achieved.

W.W.W.-D.

THE PARIETAL LOBES
By MACDONALD CRITCHLEY, M.D., F.R.C.P. Pp.

vii + 480, with 150 illustrations, i in colour.
London: Edward Arnold & Co. 1953. 70s.
Dr. Macdonald Critchley has written a most im-

portant monograph and one that will be read by a
wide variety of people interested in the parietal
lobe; neurologists, psychiatrists, psychologists and
physiologists at least. As the author says, it is not
the first of its kind and, because of the changing
emphasis in neurology and particularly the dis-
appearing vogue of cortical parcellation, it may be
the last. The majority of readers will have had
sufficient prior introduction to the subject to realise
the enormous difficulties of it. If not, the first two
chapters will serve to enlighten them and warn them
that the rest of the book must be taken slowly and
with care. It is not an easy subject and this is not
an easy book to read. This is no criticism of the
author's style nor of the great pains that he must
have taken to sift and sort the mass of observed fact
and the large literature that has grown around it.
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The first two chapters deal with the anatomy and
experimental physiology of the part under dis-
cussion. Usually the most precise and unyielding
part of medicine, the anatomy here is uncertain and
shifting, the very delineation of the temporal lobe
being artificial. 'This meagre map, peppered with
confusing synonyms, is no fault of the author; so
far as it is possible Dr. Critchley clarifies it. The
subsequent nine chapters are given over to a dis-
cussion of the divers symptoms that may arise from
parietal lobe disease, each one devoted to a single
symptom complex. The sense of touch, motility,
vision, speech, the body image, spacial cognizance
and others are taken and examined with minute
care. A further chapter, a most valuable one, is
concerned with the relationship of parietal symp-
toms to dementia and hysteria. Finally there is an
excellent summing up and a most carefully prepared
selective bibliography containing over iooo refer-
ences.
Throughout the discussion of symptomatology

we are informed in the smallest detail, not only
from the author's rich experience but by his catholic
selection of the world literature. Indeed the reader
may often wish that the author had been less
generous in quoting so many workers in this field
for the synonyms and neologisms left by them as
tiny monuments of their labours are confusing.
The chapter on psychiatric considerations is much
more free of these obstructions and this reads with a
stimulating straightforwardness that is shared by the
summing-up chapter. Too often we have to pay
such strict attention to the precise meaning of a
changed prefix or other syllable that we lose the
thread of meaning. This, however, is captious
criticism and may seem small thanks for the tre-
mendous labour that has gone into this book. Dr.
Critchley has undertaken a stupendous task with a
clear knowledge of his responsibility to the reader in
presenting considered samples of many differing
views. He has made it abundantly clear that if
traditional neurological methods are to probe
successfully for gre'ater knowledge in this sphere
then they must be applied more widely and with
greater imagination than by routine tests hitherto
used.' He warns against the stultifying and almost
certainly inaccurate view of static functional
specificity in the cortex and emphasises the evidence
for its flexibility and resilience. After reading of the
polyglot eloquence of the parietal lobe it will come
as a surprise to many that a mere half century ago it
was considered as a ' silent ' part of the brain. Now
it seems that'if no one part of the brain may be said
to specialize in understanding, or when disensed
give rise to misunderstanding, it is the parietal lobe.

Dr. Critchley must be warmly thanked for this
monograph, a standard reference book, a stimulat-
ing though difficult book to read on a confusing part
of neurology.

DIURETIC THERAPY
BV ALFRED VOGL, M.D. Pp. xiv + 248. London:

BailliEre, Tindall & Cox, Ltd. 1953. 38s. 6d.
This rather small but very expensive volume

offers a practical guide to diuretic therapy, and
contains a great deal of information which is other-
wise only available scattered in textbooks of medi-
cine, treatment and pharmacology. The value of
the most recent measures is emphasized, though it
was published too early for the inclusion of such
an interesting recent development as the use of
' 6o63.' The book contains a practical section on
dietary measures, several case reports indicating
specific points in therapy, a very full bibliography
containing 725 references, and a good index. It is
clearly written, and the information appears accurate
and authoritative.

MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC
INVESTIGATIONS IN THE CHRISTIE CASE
By FRANCIs E. CAMPS, M.D. Pp. xxiii + 244, with

53 illustrations, 6 in colour. London: Medical
Publications, Ltd. I953. 30S.
The importance of this book is enhanced by its

having been published while the Christie case is
still fresh in our memories. Despite this speed
there are remarkably few errors. Small slips occur
in the second table on page Zi and in line 127 on
page 131, and the quotation on page 146 on the
effect of trauma in life on decomposition is un-
doubtedly false.

Dr. Camps has sifted the information available
most carefully and presents it in a pleasant logical
way. He starts with a summary of the outstanding
events, devotes a few paragraphs to relevant in-
formation regarding the scene of the murders at
IO Rillington Place, and then embarks upon a
description of the extensive pathological, anatomicaI
and dental investigation of the four female bodies
and the two female skeletons discovered.
A pictorial method is used very effectively to

indicate where the various bones were discovered
in the garden, and the interpretation of the methods
used to determine the time of death and burial is
wisely conservative.
Here there is a necessary digression to introduce

the examination of the exhumed body of Mrs.
Beryl Evans, whose husband was hanged for mur-
dering her at io Rillington Place in 1950. The re-
examination confirmed that in contrast to at least
three of Christie's victims, carbon monoxide was
not a factor in Mrs. Evans's death. Undoubtedly
the fate of blood pigments in decaying flesh requires
fuller investigation.
The next chapter, which is almost self standing,

is a review of carbon monoxide poisoning based
upon the extensive knowledge of an expert on
coal gas.
The picture of what actually happened to the

dead women as deduced from these investigations
and Christie's statements remains a little vague.
Some of the evidence suggests that there were other
women involved and extraordinarily interesting con-
firmation might be obtained from one of those who
escaped.
The climax of the case, the trial of Christie, is

described in some detail, and particularly important
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