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It is some years since an issue of this Journal
was devoted solely to obstetrical and gynaecological
subjects and it is a real pleasure to write this short
introduction as almost all the authors are col-
leagues and personal friends.
Many are the advances in obstetrical and gynae-

cological knowledge since the late war, and many
of the subjects discussed in this issue are of im-
portance not only to the individual; but also to
the nation.
The authors are all distinguished in their own

sphere and all write authoritatively in their
respective subjects.

Prematurity and its respiratory hazards is a
fascinating problem which opens up the widest
possible fields for thought and action. It intro-
duces the problem of the effort and the achieve-
ment of premature foetal respiration, the forma-
tion of hyaline membrane, atelectasis and anoxia,
while these in turn demand the introduction of
efficient artificial respiratory aids. Dr. Claireaux,
in association with Mr. Ian Donald, has done
much to elucidate these problems. Mr. Clayton
has tackled postmaturity in a most sensible manner
and has robbed the subject of much of the mystery
which once surrounded it. Dr. Ferreira has
evaluated the relative merits of the biological tests

for pregnancy and he writes with great authority
and experience, while Dr. Swyer discusses the
much neglected menopausal patient. Dr. Wachtel
has had a vast experience in the study of cervical
and vaginal smears in an attempt to detect pre-
clinical cancer of the genital tract. Cytology, as
this science is called, is in its infancy in this
country and at present most gynaecologists will
require further proof by biopsy before embarking
on radical surgery or irradiation on receipt of a
positive smear. The place of ultra radical surgery
in the treatment of advanced pelvic malignant
disease is discussed authoritatively by Mr.
Blaikley. He is one of a relatively small band of
gynaecological surgeons in this country who are all
still undecided on the end results of pelvic ex-
teneration but who hope that it will prove to offer
some help for the otherwise doomed patient.
Pelvic thrombosis is succinctly discussed by Mr.
Stallworthy who, as always, is masterly in his
presentation, accurate in his observations and
logical in his deductions.

Altogether this issue portrays modern obstetrical
and gynaecological opinion on the subjects con-
sidered and leaves the reader in no doubt that we
are on the threshold of still greater achieve-
ment.
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