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MEDICAL TERMS

Their Origin and Construction
By FFRANGCON ROBERTS, M.A., M.D., F.F.R. Pp.

viii + 88. London: William Heinemann, Ltd.
1954. 6s.
Sir Winston Churchill, when asked to what he

attributed the malaise of the twentieth century, is
said to have replied: ' The decline of the classics,
and the passing of the horse.' No doubt the prag-
matic approach to medical education was forced
upon us by an expanding professional syllabus, but
our life became incomparably duller with the
change.

Six shillings is a small price to pay for a new and
true glimpse of the commonplace. The origin of
Achilles' weakness throws an interesting sidelight
upon the study of his tendon. To remember that
in acromegaly or acrocyanosis extremities must in-
evitably be large, or blue, and that among insects
the anopheles is truly harmful, may require quite an
effort in these practical days. Classical terms, such
as these, are worth far less than the explanatory
synonym in English, however long and formless,
until, being translated, they provide a'definition and
often also a historical interest which transcends the
familiar idea of the thing they describe.

Dr. Ffrangcon Roberts, taking us in his scholarly
way from Hippocrates to Quiller-Couch, gives all
this for our pleasure and reward in his little book.
We are left the wiser after reading it but once; later
perhaps to take up our own cudgels against medical
misnomers, and rightly ridicule the unpronounceable
children of those lovers of the long word-the
esoteric few for whom this book was not intended.
To the candidate for a higher degree ' Medical

Terms ' is a ' must.'
H.H.G.E.

AIDS TO SURGICAL DIAGNOSIS
By Sir CECIL WAKELEY, Bt., K.B.E., C.B., L1.D.,

M.Ch., D.Sc., F.R.C.S., F.R.S.E., F.R.S.A.,
F.A.C.S., F.R.A.C.S. Third edition. Pp. viii
+ 252, with I5 illustrations. London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox, Ltd. 1954. 6s. 6d.
It is difficult in a book of this size to do justice

to such a large subject as surgical diagnosis. A

notable omission is the whole of peripheral vascular
disease, including varicose veins. We assume that
it is intended that this book should be read in con-
junction with 'Aids to Surgery,' and as such it is
recommended.

CLINICAL MEDICINE
Some Principtes of Thinking, Learning and

Teaching
By R. D. LAWRENCE, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. Pp.

viii + 64. London: H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd. 1954.
7s. 6d.
In this small volume the author offers his readers

'no profound or perfect system of medical thought,
but some principles, which he has found helpful in
minimizing his own errors.' The innate modesty
which characterizes the presentation of his views
adds charm to the work, and, in the mind of this
reviewer, lends weight to the sound philosophy and
broad commonsense which are expressed through-
out.

In the first two chapters the scope and difficulties
of the problem are defined, and a short but succinct
account is given of the processes of human thought,
both in everyday affairs and in scientific or medical
investigation. Emphasis is laid on the importance
of ' instinct forces ' which bulk so largely in our
thinking processes, and we are urged, if we would
be good doctors, to ' sift their relative values in our
lives, to balance them, and to act accordingly.'
The next two chapters deal with Diagnosis and

Early Clinical Studies. It is good to note the
author's insistence on the supreme value of a care-
ful analysis of the medical history. ' We cannot,' he
says, ' comb it too precisely or too often.' He makes
the useful suggestion that the various introductory
clinical courses given at different teaching schools
to students in their first few months of hospital life
should be analysed, and their best points co-
ordinated and made into a small publication for the
benefit of all.

Chapter V contains good practical advice to the
student as to how to correlate the different sources
of his teaching; how to use and how not to use his
text-books. Pertinent suggestions are made for
the benefit of clinical teachers, who, it is pointed
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