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THE BIBLE AND MODERN MEDICINE

By A. RENDLE SHORT, M.D., F.R.C.S. Pp. I42.
London: The Paternoster Press. 1953. 6s.
The ground explored in this little volume has not,

in the words of the author and publishers, been
covered by any other publication. This is the
ostensible reason, and it is a good reason, for its
production. After the initial chapter on medical
ideas in primitive times, the author deals with the
various aspects of disease as portrayed in the Bible,
and suggestions are offered as to their interpretation
in terms of modern pathology. The chapters on
demoniac possession and on faith healing are
among the best in the book.

In the obituary notice of Professor Rendle Short
in the British Medical Journal of September 26,
1953, we read the following striking comments from
two of his old pupils: 'The amazing compass of
his brain was coupled with an unfaltering religious
faith ' and ' It is not too much to say that hundreds
of medical students and qualified men through his
wise words, clear writings and consistent example
have been prevented from allowing the anchor of
their faith to drag amidst the storms of the last
50 years.'
The truth of the above testimony is evident

from a perusal of this short survey of health and
healing as recorded in the Old and New Testa-
ments, immortal in the realm of letters. The
author's knowledge of the Scriptures and of the
history of medicine is extensive; his observations
in this' volume, though condensed into a short
space, bear the stamp of lifelong study and serious
thought. The outstanding feature of the book, in
our view, is the remarkable power of judgment dis-
played in the discussion of questions which for
most of us are controversial. This is especially
striking in the chapter on Demon Possession,' in
which we find a remarkable combination of real
knowledge and scientific accuracy with an absence
of that unreasonable scepticism which seems to
characterize so many of those who pride themselves
upon their scientific point of view.

Professor Rendle Short's eminence in the field of
surgery and his merits as a clinical teacher are too
well recognized by the medical profession to need
any comment in this review. The depth of his
personal character and the sincerity of the faith
which in him lay are doubtless best known to the
few who were his intimate associates, though they
glisten in the pages of this, his last, and perhaps

one of the most valuable of his publications. It is
a brave and forthright effort to express a proper
relation between material science and the great un-
seen, put forth in the most balanced language by
one whose scientific knowledge was as unquestioned
as his faith was loyal and sincere. In these days,
when the urge for power and material advancement
is tending to obscure those fundamentals (in
medicine as in almost every other pursuit), which
make life worth living, this last message from a
distinguished member of our profession is indeed
a welcome gift.

M.D.
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PLANT PROTEINS IN CHILD FEEDING
By R. F. A. DEAN, Ph.D., M.R.C.S. Pp. viii +

I63. London: H.M.S.O. I953. Ios.
This Medical Research Council report is an

account of a series of field experiments carried out
in Germany between 1947-49 to'determine whether
children could thrive on a diet whose protein con-
tent was largely derived from plants. The first
section of 50 pages is a well-documented review of
the theoretical background of the experiments, after
which their planning and conduct is described in
great detail and the implications of the findings
discussed. It is impossible to summarize so closely
reasoned, factually dense and cautious an argument,
but the evidence given suggests that a blend of
cereals and pulses should supply a balanced protein
diet with adequate amounts of all the essential
amino acids and that, at any rate for a limited
period, children can not only maintain but put on
weight when supplied with a suitably constructed
diet almost entirely lacking in animal protein.
The economic, social and political implications

of this work are obvious, and one hopes that it is
being followed up.

J.A.D.

METHODS OF EXAMINATION IN EAR,
NOSE AND THROAT

By W. G. SCOTT-BROWN, C.V.O., M.D., B.Ch.,
F.R.C.S. Pp. ix + Iio, with 94 illustrations.
London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd. 954. I8s. 6d.
This book should prove of value to general

practitioners, trainee consultants and students. It
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