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MODERN TRENDS IN DISEASES OF THE

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT
Edited by MAXWELL P. ELLIS, M.D., M.S.,

F.R.C.S. Pp. ix + 471, with i40 illustrations.
London: Butterworth & Co., Ltd. 1954. 65s.
This is a first-class book. It should prove

valuable to post-graduates and specialists both for
examination purposes and for everyday practice.
Each section has been written by a man whose
main interest is in that particular subject, and all
chapters make very interesting reading. It is a
book which should be recommended both for the
individual and for the reference library. The
volume has been well produced and the price is
reasonable for the contents.

A SYNOPSIS OF ANAESTHESIA
By J. ALFRED LEE, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., M.M.S.A.,

D.A., F.F.A.R.C.S. 3rd Edition. Pp. 488,
with 72 illustrations. Bristol: John Wright &
Sons, Ltd. 1953. 2IS.
A third edition of Dr. Lee's excellent book is

particularly welcome in view of the continued
advances made in anaesthesia in the last three years.
Much of the text has been revised and this re-
vision embraces not only the newer aspects of
anaesthesia but also many modern views on well-
established techniques. In the former group the
new synthetic analgesics, lethidrone, laudolissin
and the short-acting relaxants and procaine amide
are all discussed in relation to their place in modem
anaesthesia; the sections on controlled respiration
and brachial plexus and stellate ganglion block have
been extended, and anaesthesia for mitral valvu-
lotomy and thymectomy and also total spinal
analgesia are among the many important additions.
Of the more time-honoured subjects, the views of
Waters on chloroform and Griffith on cyclopropane
make a welcome appearance, whilst Harris's
modification of the ' Guedel Stages,' an account of
the effects of carbon dioxide accumulation, and more
detailed accounts of salt depletion and the physi-
ology of muscular contraction are all worthy
additions; moreover, vomiting-after a surprising
omission in the second edition-assumes its rightful
and tragic place at the head of 'Anaesthetic

Accidents.' The anatomy and physiology sections
have been considerably expanded and now include
the international. nomenclature of the bronchial
tree subdivisions; there are several new illustrations.

Also there are two entirely new chapters-a most
welcome one on the therapeutic aspects of an-
aesthesia in which, however, the advocation of
sympathetic block as a treatment for asthma is-in
the absence of references-a theoretical puzzle.
And an inevitable chapter on the production of
ischaemia in which the classification of spinal,
epidural and ganglion block as being 'normo-
volaemic ' appears to be questionable.

For so small a book it is extremely compre-
hensive and yet manages to present a balanced view
on most controversial topics, the few exceptions
being: The choice of thiopentone, with its charac-
teristic uterine stimulating effect, as an anaesthetic
agent for external version; a tolerant reference to
the return of intubated patients to the ward, surely
a practice not to be encouraged; and, finally, the
vomiting risk in Caesarean section is not adequately
discussed in relation to the choice of anaesthetic
technique. By and large the book easily maintains
its place amongst the best modern anaesthetic text-
books and will prove invaluable to both under-
graduates and postgraduates, in particular those
post-graduates studying for higher examinations in
the specialty; indeed, a reference to the cardiac
action of methedrine, namely that -of ' brachy-
cardia,' will doubtless come to the rescue of many
an undecided examinee.
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TOXAEMIAS OF PREGNANCY
By JOHN SOPHIAN, M.D., F.R.C.S., M.R.C.P.,
M.R.C.O.G. Pp. xiii + 231, with 37 illustra-
tions. London: Butterworth & Co., Ltd.
I953. 25s.
Although this book does to some extent review

the whole subject of toxaemia of pregnancy it is
largely an exposition of the. author's view on the
trueta shunt in relation to toxaemia.. Briefly his
theory goes thus-toxaemia is due to water and salt
retention. Oedema, albuminuria and hypertension
are met with in renal disease (at least in acute
glomerulo-nephritis) and therefore toxaemia could
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