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the Industrial Health Research Board's Report on
the Toxicity of Industrial Organic Solvents (H.M.
Reports No. 8o, 1952) by the same author., This
book confines itself to those industrial solvents that
are known to constitute a definite health hazard, and
page numbers have been reduced further by
omitting references to animal experiments and the
original literature. Lucidly written new con-
tributions constitute th-e general chapters dealing
with the physical and chemical characteristics of
organic solvents, their physiological effects- and the
precautions against their health hazards. Particular
stress is laid on the-blood changes as in some cases
of poisoning without symptoms they constitute the
only positive evidence. A glossary of medical terms
and good index, freedom from printing and other
errors: and the low price should make this volume an
invaluable work of reference to the factory doctor
and manager alike.

E.K.

A 1lANDBOOK ON DISEASES OF CHILDREN
By BRUCE WILLIAMSON, M.D., F.R.C.P. 7th

Edition. Pp. xi + 467, with 103 illustrations.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd-. 1953.
21S.

AIDS TO THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT
OF DISEASES OF CHILDREN

By F. M. B. ALLEN, M.D., F.R.C.P., and 0. D.
FISHER, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.C.H. gth Edition.
Pp. viii + 300. London: Bailliere, Tindall &
COX. 1953. 8s. 6d.
Of what use is a small tpxtbook on a large subject?

It might serve firstly as an introduction to the sub-
ject, secon'dly as a handy work of reference or,
thirdly, as a revision book for the examination
candidate. As introductions to the study of diseases
of children for the student, both these textbooks
must be regarded as unsuitable on account of the
limited space they are able to devote to the pathology
and the nature of the disordered physiology in each
disease, not to mention the exclusion of matter
devoted to the n'ormal infant and child and his
growth and development. As works of reference
for the practitioner they are likely to prove a dis-
appointment simply on account of their small size,
in spite of the inclusion of tables of diets, sections
on antibiotics, lists of prescriptions and other useful
information. Their value, therefore, must be
judged on the basis of their suitability as revision
books" for' examinations.

In the new edition of the' Handbook on Diseases
of Children ' recent advances in paediatrics are
adequately represented and yet the book retains a
rather old-fashioned air. This is not likely to
prove a disadvantage in examinations as examiners
tend to be elderly persons. On the other hand,
sections of the book present a somewhat unusual
and personal approach to their subjects, which,
while they make the book the more interesting of
the two for the reviewer, are likely to prove a draw-
back for the examination candidate for whom con-

ventional uniformity of opinion is the best policy.
The 'Aids ' is safer; recent information is well

integrated into the whole tnd the most important
facts about each subject are cleverly condensed into
a miniumum of words.
To the examination candidate the reviewer

would recommend the 'Aids' rather than the
'Handbook' as better value for his money. The
'Handbook,' however, remains popular amongst
students; this is perhaps in part due to a superficial
comprehensiveness and in part to the good binding,
agreeable format and print and the many small
illustrations (some of little obvious value) which dot
its pages like raisins in a suet pudding.

Its author has much valuable advice to give and
interesting things to say; but instead of an eighth
edition again scantily covering all children's diseases,
however rare, and again adding further recent
advances, let us hope for a new book based on the
author's long personal experience in paediatrics and
on his stimulating opinions.
.As for the ' Aids,' long may it flourish and bring

its concentrated and yet palatable nourishment to
students.

TEXTBOOK OF PUBLIC HEALTH
By W. M. FRAZER,-O.B.E., M.D., Ch.B., M.Sc.,
D.P.H. 13th Edition. Pp. xi + 663, with 76

'illustrations. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1953. 42S.

With the decease of the two original authors,
Drs. Hope and Stallybass, the latest (i3th) edition
of this standard textbook on public health has
passed entirely under the editorship of Dr. W. M.
Frazer, until recently the Medical Officer of Health
for Liverpool and Professor of Public Health in that
university. This book is intended principally for
D.P.H. students, medical officers of health and
others interested in the administrative aspects of
preventive medicine. In this respect it is a mine of
most useful information on environmental factors,
e.g. climate, housing, lighting and ventilation, the
hygiene of water, milk and food, sewage disposal,
etc., which affect the health of the community.
The' provision of and legislative measures affecting
such services as maternity and child welfare, school
'health, mental health, the blind, tuberculosis and
venereal diseases are also fully described.
A weak section of the book is the chapter dealing

with the epidemiology and prevention of infectious
diseases which shows a lack of awareness of recent
knowledge and contains some misleading state-
ments. For example, it would appear that -com-
bined active immunisation with scarlatinal toxin
and diphtheroid toxoid is regarded as a practicable
procedure (page 378), that antimeningococcal serum
is still being used in the treatment of cerebrospinal
meningitis (page 383) and that the Pasteurian
method of immunization against rabies is a common
practice (page 393). Pneumonia is' said to be caused
by four virulent pneumococcus types of which
carriers are common (page" 364) while in regard to
Sonne dysentery (which is not caused by Sh.
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schmitzii) surely ' mortality' in the age group two
to five years is a misprint for ' morbidity '-(page
389). It is to be hoped that this chapter will be
thoroughly revised and brought up to date in the
next edition.

It seems a pity that with the new interest in social
medicine there is little mention of recent contribu-
tions in this field. Surely the epidemiology of non-
infective conditions like peptic ulcer, lung cancer,
coronary thrombosis and accidents should find a
place in a textbook dealing with the public health,
which must embrace the aetiology as well as the
prevention and control of community disease.
However, this book will continue to be a handy
compendium for those who must learn about or
administer the present-day public health services of
this country.

R.C.

AIDS TO INORGANIC CHEMISTRY
By R. G. AUSTIN, B.Sc., F.R.I.C. 2nd Edition.

Pp. x + 469, with 22 illustrations. London:
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1953. Ios. 6d.
This new edition provides a comprehensive treat-

ment of the elements and their compounds, pre-
sented in groups as they occur in the periodic table,
with introductory chapters on chemical phenomena,
classification and valency, and the addition of a
useful account of the constitution of matter, radio-
activity and allied subjects.
Treatment of oxidation and reduction in terms of

electron transfer is lacking, and a short discussion of
electron orbitals would have been welcome in the
chapter on valency, even if at the expense of some
of the descriptive matter which at times tends to be
over-detailed. Preclinical students will profit from
the book if used as intended in conjunction with
lecture notes.

MODERN TRENDS IN DIAGNOSTIC
RADIOLOGY
2nd Series

Edited by J. W. McLAREN, M.A., M.R.C.P.,
F.F.R., D.M.R.E. Pp. xi + 413, with 359
illustrations. London: Butterworth & Co.
1953. 70s.
The book edited by Dr. McLaren is a symposium

consisting of 24 articles of varying length and im-
portance. As a review of progress and trends in
diagnostic radiology in recent years the volume is
fairly representative. Some of the chapters are
indeed excellent but a few are perhaps out of place
in a work of this kind. The book reflects the large
influence of Scandinavian work on modem radi-
ology; over half the 24 chapters are, in fact, by
Scandinavian authors. There is only one con-
tribution from North America (that by Dr. Single-
ton of Toronto on the colon), but this is one of the
best chapters in the book. Much of the Scandina-
vian work has already appeared as supplements to
Acta Radiologica or, as in the case of Frimann-
Dahl's chapter on the acute abdomen, in the form
of a monograph. The chapter by Reid and Tutton

from Manchester on myelography is excellent,
whilst Lindgren's contribution on lumbar aorto-
graphy is an admirable synopsis of the subject.

In a work of this kind the Editor must always
have a difficult problem in deciding what to include
and exclude. Inevitably important work has been
excluded and many would quarrel with the choice
of some of the articles included. On the whole,
however, the book presents a balanced picture of
modem trends in diagnostic radiology.
The volume will prove of interest to surgeons and

physicians as well as to radiologists, and it must em-
phasize to the former the great importance of
radiology in research and diagnosis and the need
for expansion of radiological facilities in this
country.
The prominence of Scandinavian work is un-

doubtedly due to the high standards of equipment
and staffing enjoyed in those countries, and to the
importance attached to radiological departments in
hospitals there.

D.S.

PICTORIAL INTRODUCTION TO
NEUROLOGICAL SURGERY

By G. F. ROWBOTHAM and D. P. HAMMERSLEY.
Pp. viii + io8, with 8i illustrations. Edin-
burgh: E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd. 1953. 2IS.
Although Mr. Rowbotham agrees that the only

place where operative technique can be satis-
factorily learnt is the operating theatre, he submits
this work following requests from old pupils for a
permanent record of his methods.

Whilst it would be wrong to attempt to teach
neurosurgery as a whole by illustrations, head in-
juries are common enough and neurosurgical tech-
niques are sufficiently different from those of
general surgery for this work to have a useful field.
The first half of the book deals with the opera-

tive techniques involved in opening and closing the
head, and in achieving haemostasis within the
cranium. The second half is devoted to a compre-
hensive description of the surgical manoevres, both
of an emergency and of an elective nature, that may
be needed in cases of head injury. These are con-
sidered very fully; for example, methods for
attacking extradural haematomata in sites other
than the more usual one in the temporal fossa are
described.
The illustrations are excellent and the text is, on

the whole, appropriate. It is felt, however, that
certain subjects, such as the anatomy of the scalp
and the spread of septic processes throughout the
cranium, should be omitted for unless a surgeon is
fully conversant with these matters he will not be
contemplating this type of work. A few more
details -concerning anaesthesia might, instead, be of
value for only the positioning of anaesthetic
apparatus with regard to towelling is given prom-
inence.

Messrs. Livingstone are to be congratulated on
this production and on its reasonable cost. It will
prove a graceful addition to the bookshelf of the
general surgeon who treats cases of head injury.
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