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In the case of poisons producing pro-

longed coma, easily absorbable foods should
be administered by the stomach tube at
suitable intervals so as to maintain the
strength of the patient.

Chemicalpoisons if absorbed in dangerous
amount always produce serious damage to
the bodily organs. When apparent recovery
from the immediate symptoms has oc-
curred, the " after-care " of the case is most
important, thus complete rest in bed for
several days so that such dangerous after-
effects as syncope, &c., may be avoided.

ROUND THE WARDS.

A MAN of 57 was admitted to hospital with
the following history: In 19I3 he developed
pulmonary tuberculosis in India and came
home to an English sanatorium. There
were then signs of infiltration in both lungs,
and tubercle bacilli were found in the sputum
in large quantities. After two years in a
sanatorium the patient had lost his sputum,
had gained 3 stone in weight and the disease
was apparently arrested. He lived quietly in
the country enjoying good health until the
end of 1927. He then began to lose strength,
cough and sputum returned, and he was
found to be running a swinging temperature
from IoiQ to 99° F. On examination, in
addition to the signs of old fibrotic disease
in both lungs, there was an area of dullness
and weak breath sounds extending from the
vertebral column to the posterior axillary
line on the left side, and it was thought that
he might have an abscess or localized
empyema. The sputum was repeatedly
examined, but as T.B. were never found it
was considered most unlikely that the
symptoms were due to a recrudescence of
tuberculosis.
The dull areat was shown by the X-ray as

a dense shadow spreading out from the root
into the middle of the left lung.. On explora-

tion, the needle felt as if it was passing
through some matter like cork, but no pus
or fluid was found.

Thepossibility of neoplasm wasconsidered,
and as many cases have been recorded where
carcinoma has been found in old tubercu-
lous lungs, this was considered the most
likely diagnosis. On the other hand, the
patient had syphilis in 1898, and the Wasser-
mann reaction was strongly positive. He
was therefore given antisyphilitic treatment
in the hope that the condition might be
gummatous.

After three weeks'-treatment, however, no
improvement was noted, and although the
treatment is still being continued it would
appear that new growth is the most probable
diagnosis.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

WE desire to call the attention of our readers
to courses of post-graduate lectures in Eng-
lish which are to be held in Paris during
the autumn.
These lectures will be given under the

direction of the Paris University Medical
School, and a certificate signed by the Pro-
fessor and Dean of the Faculty will be given
after each course to every doctor who has
attended it regularly. 'l'he lectures take
place in October and November, and include
a course of ten, dealing with diseases of the
bronchi.
Another course comprises nine lectures

on diseases of the heart and vessels. The
course on diseases of children consists of
twenty-four lectures.
There are also courses on.ophthalmology

and diseases of the ear, nose and throat.
One course deals with the surgery of the
digestive tract, with operative demonstrations
and operations on the dog.

Full particulars may be obtained from
the Secretary, "Association pour le Deve-
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