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CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF THE HEART

AND GREAT VESSELS
By MAURICE A. SCHNITKER, B.S., M.D., F.A.C.P.

Pp. xiii + 306, with I9 illustrations. London:
Geoffrey Cumberlege. I953. 63s.
By the use of simple, concise language the author

is able to compress his comprehensive account of
this laige subject into only 306 pages. It is, per-
haps, unfortunate that this brevity has in part been
achieved by the sparing use of illustrations, these
being confined to one photograph and a few simple
diagranms. However, the radiological and cardio-
graphic findings are fully described in the text, and
the general lay-out of the book is pleasing, the
libei al use of sub-headings making for easy reading.

In his brief introduction the author reminds us of
those phtysicians whose work forms the basis of our
present knowledge. The first chapter contains a
refreshingly clear account of cardiac embryology,
ending with a description of post-natal changes, and
a useful table correlating foetal age with the stage of
cardiac development. A critical review of the con-
siderable volume of recent work is found in the
chapter dealing with aetiology, after which the in-
dividual abnormalities are considered in traditional
groupiutgs. The commoner disorders are fully
covered, particular attention being paid to the
laboratory investigations which must now be re-
garded as essential to the complete study of all but
the simplest cases, and to the indications for surgical
treatment. Rare conditions receive only brief men-
tion, but in most cases the bibliography given at the
end of each chapter provides a ready reference to
more detailed works.

I think that this book provides a balanced review
of a complex subject which will be welcomed by the
postgraduate student preparing for higher examina-
tions, whilst the extensive bibliography makes it
also a useful book of reference.

M.C.H.

PROGRESS IN VENEREOLOGY
By R. R. WILLCOX, M.D. Pp. xi + 195, with 36

illustrations. London: William Heinemann Ltd.
1953. 21S.
This small book reviews world literature since

World War II on the subject of Venereology. Some
I,700 references are quoted.
As the author states in his preface the book is not

intended as a manual for the student or general
practitioner, but for the consultant specializing in
the subject. There are six chapters on syphilis and
one each on gonorrhoea, granuloma inguinale,
lymphogranuloma venereum, non gonococcal
urethritis, chancroid, various treponematoses and
venereal disease control. In each section there is a
short summary of the listed references, and there
are included a number of tables, diagrams and
photographs to illustrate the text. This book will
fill a gap in the venereologist's library. C.S.N.

ELEMENTARY PATHOLOGICAL HISTOLOGY
By W. G. BARNARD, F.R.C.P. 3rd Edition. Pp. x
+ 77, with I 85 illustrations, 8 coloured. London:
H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd. 1953. 17S. 6d.
This book is firmly established as an ideal intro-

duction to morbid histology. The inclusion of a
section on Cell Proliferation is the only major
change in the new editon. The illustrations, com-
prising the bulk of the book, consist largely of near-
perfect photo-micrographs and they are accom-
panied by brief descriptions which are equally
good. The sole criticism one can possibly make of
the material is that no mention is made of the blood
dyscrasias. Possibly the subject is too lengthy and
involved to be included in a beginner's book which
sells at a very modest price.
The pity of it all is that in this new edition

figures 31-34 and 46-48 are omitted and figures
107-1IO and I23-l26 appear twice.

S.R.
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