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DISEASE AND ITS CONQUEST
By G. T. HOLLIS, HON. M.A. Pp. viii + I63.
London: Oxford University Press. 1953. 9s. 6d.

The proverb conceming the endless making of
books is one of the oldest and best known of all
human aphorisms. Prospective purchasers of this
volume may, perhaps, be inclined at first sight to
wonder what has induced the Oxford University
Press to add to the existing store of treatises relating
to medicine which are intended primarily for the
non-medical public; they may indeed suspect that
this is but a superfluous contribution to a certain
class of popular quasi-medical literature of which
there is already an abundance. We hasten to assure
them that there could be no greater mistake and,
since it is the duty of a reviewer to set forth clearly
the object of the book he is criticizing and the
success or failure of its author in the attainment of
his object, we must emphasize at the outset the
unique character of this book and the nature of the
achievement which it represents.
The author's purpose is lucidly and succinctly

stated in his introduction and conclusion, and we
urge all readers to spend time upon the careful
perusal of these, reading and re-reading them be-
fore they delve into the main content of the book.
It is in no sense a vade mecum for the average layrnan,
and Mr. Hollis has made it quite clear that such is
not what he has intended it to be. His aim is to
present to the truly educated public (and especially
to those younger members whose minds have
already been trained in the assimilation of first
principles and who possess some philosophy of life),
an account of disease as one of the phenomena of the
world we know, one of those stem laws of the
universe that have always puzzled and often
frightened mankind but which the genuine thinker
can be taught to face fearlessly and even en-
thusiastically.

It is the author's success in the attainment of this
object that gives this work is unique character. We
know of no other book of mQo4era.te compass which

presents the subject of disease and its conquest in
this philosophic setting, so vitally necessary to a
proper understanding of the significance of medicine
at its highest and best. This is especially notable at
the present time when medical practice, separated
from the ancient Humanities, is tending to
degenerate into mere technology.
Those to whom we particularly commend

this book are the senior members of the sixth
form in our great public schools, especially classical
scholars who may have thought of medicine as a
possible career. We would also urge it upon head-
masters of schools, upon Civil Servants in the
Government's educational departments and, in-
deed, upon all active and intelligent men and
women who are concerned with education in its
broadest and truest sense. Although, as we have
already indicated, the book has not been written for
medical men, there will nevertheless be not a few
in the profession who will appreciate its philosophy
and perhaps give it a well-deserved welcome as a
much needed stimulus to those teachers of the
science and art of medicine who recognize the grow-
ing necessity to foster in the minds of their students
a wider conception of the vocation of medicine than
is engendered by the present curriculum with its re-
morseless insistence on so much highly specialized
technical procedure, some of which appears, often
enough, to bear little relation to the problem of the
patient as a whole.

In Mr. Hollis's writing, which is conspicuous for
its clear and scholarly style no less than for its com-
prehensiveness of outlook, readers will find all the
detail necessary for an understanding of the growth
and development of medicine from the instinctive
efforts of primitive man to the rational scientific
method of the leaders of medical thought today.
But they will also find that philosophic approach
which has characterized the life work of all great
observers whose names have gone down to history.
This is the keynote of the book, which we can best
illustrate by a quotation from its authQr's own
Words;
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' It is not sensational presentation of the
romantic aspects of medicine, though the romance is
there for a sympathetic eye to discern. It is not a
history of the achievements of medical science,
though these form its background. It is not a
popular medical encyclopaedia or even a domestic
medical manual. No one will learn from it how to
treat illness, though he will learn horb illness is
treated' (our italics).
We doubt whether any review can adequately

convey the charm and the value of this work. Of
their reality we are certain, and we congratulate
Mr. Hollis on his achievement and his publishers
on their vision and courage in this fine educational
experiment.

Q.F.C.

PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
By R. Y. KEms, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.F.P.S.,

F.R.S.E., and B. G. RIGDEN, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
3rd Edition. Pp. xvi + 324, illustrated. Edin-
burgh: E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd. 1953. 24s.
This is not a symposium on pulmonary tubercu-

losis, it is a small, short, yet perfectly adequate,
survey of the clinical problems and the treatment of
this disease. It includes also chapters on bacteri-
ology, pathology and some sound words on the
factors influencing the patient's resistance to the
tubercle bacillus. The place of each of the various
fonns of treatment including collapse therapy and
resection is clearly stated and a nice balance main-
tained throughout this part of the book. It can be
recommended for the undergraduate student as it
is just this sized volume which will meet his needs.
The general practitioner also will find it of very
great value.

L.L.B.

MONOGRAPHS OF THE PHYSIOLOGICAL
socIrEY

No. I. Sympathetic Control of Human Blood
Vessels

By H. BARCROFT, M.A., M.D., M.R.C.P., and
H. J. C. SWAN, PH.D., M.B., B.S., M.R.C.P.
Pp. vii + i65, illustrated. London: Edward
Arnold & Co. 1953. I8s.
In this valuable monograph the authors have

assembled their observations and conclusions drawn
from investigations in a field of clinical research
which is of much more than academic interest. No
animal experiment could have yielded the type of
information which is presented here. Direct
evidence of the nervous mechanisms of vascular
control in man is presented, with examples of the
changes produced in the muscle and skin of the
extremities by such factors as fainting, the intra-
venous infusion of adrenalin, exercise and sym-
pathetic denervation. The functional disturbance
produced by a phaechromocytoma is explained and

a rational basis for diagnosis is put forward. A
useful chapter on plethysmography is included.
The book is filled with information which equally

concems the physiologist, physician or surgeon.
H.H.GXE.

ROSE AND CARLESS' MANUAL OF SURGERY
VolS. I and 2

Edited by SIR CECIL WAKELEY, BT., K.B.E., C.B.
I8th Edition. PP. xii + 746 and pp. viii + 66o,
with 1,o25 illustrations, i8 in colour. London:
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1952. 63s. the set.
This is certainly a new Rose and Carless. It has

been extensively revised and many of the sections
have been rewritten, a large number of them by
well known authorities. It is very pleasing to see
so much prominence given to fluid and electrolyte
therapy and there are excellent chapters on oto-
rhinolaryngology, plastic surgery and burns. As,
however, with all textbooks written by a number of
contributors, balance is not entirely satisfactory as
exemplified in this case by an unusually long and
complicated chapter on blood grouping. Whilst the
book is up to date in nearly all its parts it is felt
that there are one or two exceptions. No mention,
for instance, is made of the operation of recto-
sigmoidectomy as a treatment for Hirschspring's
disease. The first operation described for duodenal
ulceration is gastro-enterostomy; it is felt that in a
textbook for students partial gastrectomy should be
given pride of place. Vagotomy alone is rightly dis-
missed in the treatment of this condition but the
operation of vagotomy combined with a gastric de-
compression such as pyloroplasty or gastro-
jejunostomy ought to be discussed in this context.

This book is very long. In this way it contrasts
with some of the other standard textbooks and its
appeal will be to the student who prefers such a
type of writing. This in no way implies that the
work will not become popular.

D.L.B.F.

THE MANAGEMNT OF ABDOMINAL
OPERATIONS

Edited by RODNEY MAINGOT, F.R.C.S. Pp. xvi +
1,256, with 538 illustrations. London: H. K.
Lewis & Co., Ltd. I953. o20s.
Mr. Rodney Maingot's reputation as a surgical

writer and editor is such that any new work appear-
ing under his name excites feelings of the liveliest
anticipation. These are further increased when it
is seen that among his 33 contributors are many dis-
tinguished names in British medicine, such as
Gordon Gordon-Taylor, Cecil Wakeley, L. J.
Witts, Avery Jones, Ian Aird and Norman Tanner.
It may be said at once that the book lives up to
these expectations. Its title would imply a work
devoted essentially to pre- and post-operative care,
and approximately half the chapters do deal with
general considerations of this kind. Mr. Maingot
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