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The Coronation
In this Coronation month of Coronation year

we unite with the rest of our great Commonwealth
in offering Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II our
sincere and humble good wishes. The hopes of us
all are centred around our new Queen.
The first Elizabethan age was for Britain a period

of expansion in nearly every branch of human
endeavour. It is to be hoped that the new reign
will witness a flowering of all that is best in the
British Commonwealth as a whole and that
medicine with all its subdivisions and allied
sciences will lead the field. But we must never
lose sight of the fact that the basic reason for
success is hard work. This applies to all walks of
life and is as important in the 2oth century as it
was in the x6th century.
The British medical profession in the first

Elizabethan age was not outstanding, in fact it
lagged well behind most of the other aspects of
life in our islands. In the Commonwealth today,
at the beginning of this new reign, our profession
is already in full bloom; much time, thought and
money is being expended on medical research and

in the many other ways which may advance our
efficiency. It is to be hoped that by skill and hard
work we may make further progress, that the
standard of care given to our patients may rise still
higher, and that the occasional genius in our midst
may be given the opportunity to make one of those
discoveries which lead to the great bounds forward
which have marked the past progress of our
science. May the potential Listers and Flemings
of this reign be given every opportunity. Although
most will produce nothing the success of one or
perhaps two may outweigh the minor discoveries
or unproductive careers of the others.

It is natural to stress spectacular discoveries, but
the welfare of our patients depends upon the
standard of care given by the profession as a whole.
It is possible that the high degree of professional
skill attained by practitioners in every branch of
medical work will rise to new heights during this
reign, so that the doctors of the future will look
back to the reign of Elizabeth II as one of the
brightest periods in the history of medicine within
the British Comnmnwealth,
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