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mention is made of local use of radioactive solutions
in carcinoma of the bladder, but this is perhaps in
the province of surgery.

In the chapter on the liver it is surprising to
find equal weight given to ' catarrhal jaundice ' and
infective hepatitis as the aetiological background
for sporadic cases of jaundice. The higher in-
cidence of infective hepatitis during the war in
officers than in other ranks is ascribed to the higher
intake of spiritous liquor by the former; no mention
is made of the communal crockery in the officers'
messes and the individual ' irons' of the other
ranks as possibly favouring transmission of the
disease amongst officers.
The medical care of haematemesis is discussed

in some detail and it is disappointing to find the
advocation of rectal fluids without mention of the
possible disadvantages. That the intravenous route
is the only certain method of administering a known,
required quantity of fluid and electrolytes to patients
unable to take fluids by mouth can surely no longer
be denied in a moder textbook.

A.M.J.

CIBA FOUNDATION-COLLOQUIA ON
ENDOCRINOLOGY

Vol. 4: Anterior Pituitary Secretion and Hor-
monal Influences in Metabolism

General Editor for the Ciba Foundation, G. E. W.
WOLSTENHOLME, O.B.E., M.A., M.B., B.Ch.,
assisted by M. P. CAMERON, M.A., A.B.L.S.
Pp. xxiv + 591, with I39 illustrations. London:
J. & A. Churchill. I952. 45s.
It is now some four years since the Ciba Founda-

tion was established in London for the purpose of
bringing together, by invitation, research workers
from all parts of the free world for the purpose of
informal discussion. The subjects that have been
discussed are embraced in the wide term Medical
Chemistry. In the informal atmosphere of the
symposium, papers have been read and the ensuing
discussion has been always lively and at times
brilliant. There is no doubt that, for the purpose
of the general reader and the research worker, this
type of record has many advantages. Not only are
the results of the most recent research work before
him in the form of the contributed paper, but even
more important, he has the expressed views of
many people best able to judge and to criticize the
subject under discussion. So much does this con-
tribute to a better estimation of the published work
that, in the reviewer's view, a good case could be
made out for a similar type of approach to be made
by all medical journals. Thus if all papers com-
prising the report of original work were followed by
informal criticism by relevant authorities, and the
author's own reply to such criticism, a great deal
would be gained and nothing lost.

It remains only to say that this volume, the fourth
of a series by the Ciba Foundation, contains an
enormous amount of valuable information especially

for the research worker in metabolic and allied
subjects.

It is the expressed intention of those responsible
for the publication of the Ciba Foundation reports
to ensure the most rapid publication of these at the
completion of each symposium. Regretfully some
factors outside the editor's control have held up
publication sometimes for months. If these can
be, overcome there will be available for a large
number of interested readers the results of the
latest work in fields of interest to them, and the views
of others on this work, and all within a short time of
its presentation. The Ciba Foundation deserve
much credit for their efforts on behalf of medical
research.

V.W.

BIOCHEMISTRY IN RELATION TO
MEDICINE

By C. W. CARTER, M.A., B.M., B.Ch., and R. H. S.
THOMPSON, M.A., B.Sc., D.M. znd Edition.
Pp. xi + 524, with 37 illustrations. London:
Longmans, Green & Co., Ltd. I953. 30s.
This, the second edition, follows the first after

an interval of four years. The authors have ex-
tensively revised the text and bibliography, and
several chapters have been rewritten. The book is
thus an up-to-date account of medical biochemistry
to be used primarily by the pre-clinical medical
student as an introduction to that subject. The
book covers a wide range and the authors have kept
clearly in mind the limited knowledge of the
fundamentals of physical chemistry of most medical
students. The clarity of its style must make it one
of the easiest books to read in a notoriously difficult
subject. In the reviewer's opinion the chapters on
'Electrolytes in the Body' and 'Acid-Base
Equilibrium' are disappointingly brief. They fail
to give sufficient emphasis to this, probably the
most important single aspect of clinical chemistry.
Similarly the four chapters with which the book
concludes, which are devoted to renal, gastric,
hepatic and pancreatic function, suffer in the same
way. Surely much of the importance of medical
biochemistry is in the insight which it gives the
clinician in evaluating the functional reserves of
these organs. For example, the authors confine
their remarks on the study of renal function to an
(inadequate) account of the urea clearance method
of Van Slyke. This limited approach to the prob-
lem of the application of science to clinical cases can
only encourage that tendency rightly deplored by
the authors, namely that the student abandons
science in favour of empiricism when he leaves the
laboratory and enters the wards.

Despite this criticism the book can be heartily
recommended as a suitable introduction' to the
subject of medical biochemistry.

V.W.
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