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The Cost of the Health Service
If one takes the rather unusual course of com-

paring a hospital with a factory certain points
emerge which can be discussed. To pursue the
comparison, the hospital's raw material is the sick
patient and its finished product the patient at the
conclusion of his treatment. The cost of treating
a patient is usually calculated as so much per
patient per day; whilst this may interest a few
officials of the Ministry of Health, it is really of
little value. A comparison of the cost of treating
a patient with acute appendicitis or any other
disease in a number of different hospitals would be
of great interest. One mignt be nalf as expensive
again as another. The cause of this inefficiency
could then be investigated and perhaps remedied,
and our government officials would have performed
a useful function.
A fruitful subject for such an investigation would

be the unnecessary admission of patients. How
many patients need never have been admitted at
all? How many could have been treated with equal
efficiency as out-patients? Why are these mistakes

made? Can we do anything to stop their re-
petition?

Doctors are in some ways responsible for the
high cost of the Health Service. The recent
legislation to charge is. for every prescription has,
according to an answer to a question in the House
of Commons, had the effect of reducing the total
number of prescriptions, but has it reduced the
cost? It has been the experience of many
pharmacists that some doctors now prescribe more
on each form in order to save their patient's
shillings. Perhaps this measure has produced
little if any actual saving of money. One pre-
scription recently cost the patient only Is., but the
country ,93 sterling.

Great numbers of patients are referred for
costly and time consuming investigations before
they have been given an adequate clinical examina-
tion. The radiologist may be asked to do a barium
enema before the patient has had a sigmoidoscopy
or perhaps even a rectal examination. It is
easier to fill in a form and get somebody else to
do the work than to soil one's own hands.
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