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REFRESHER COURSE FOR GENERAL
PRACTITIONERS

From the British Medical Journal. Pp. x + 502,
illustrated. L6ndon: British Medical Journal,
1952. 25s.
This first volume of ' Refresher Course for

General Practitioners' contains 55 articles which
have appeared in the British Medical Journal from
October I949 to the end of i950. All of them have
been written by distinguished authors -who are
recognized as authorities on the variety of subjects
in medicine, surgery, gynaecology and obstetrics
included here.
The information contained in most of these

articles is of particular practical value, as they have
been selected to cover many of the problems which
are commonly met with in general practice, and
much of which is not found in the average textbook.
The contents are too numerous to comment on

them all, but the articles by R. C. Brock (Early
Diagnosis of Bronchial Carcinoma), V. Zachary
Cope (Acute Abdominal Disease), Robert Platt
(Hypertension), Lawrence P. Garrod (who presents
much valuable information on the antibiotics in
three separate articles) and Sir Charles Symonds
(Management of the Epileptic) are a few that rank
amongst the best.
The busy practitioner who has not the time to

comb the numerous publications appearing in the
medical press will find much of the relevant in-
formation he requires on recent advances and
modern methods of treatment, incorporated in the
book.

MIGRAINE AND PERIODIC HEADACHE. A
MODERN APPROACH TO SUCCESSFUL

TREATMENT
By NEVIL LEYTON, M.A., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

Pp. xii + I I5. London: Wm. Heinemann.
1952. 12S. 6d.
This book which hardly justifies the name of

'textbook' used in the author's preface is mainly
concerned with his methods of treatment. Almost
half of the volume consists of case histories of
successfully treated cases. Treatment which is
based on the author's classification of migraine into
those cases 'whose principal lesion is one of the
internal secreting glands ' and those 'whose lesion
is that of an allergic type' consists of anterior-
pituitary-like hormone therapy to the former and
desensitization with prostigmine or histamine in the
latter. These therapies may be combined.
The account of the aetiology of the migraine

syndrome contains no reference to migraine which is
secondary to intracranial angioma or other vascular
abnormalities and more rarely to intracranial neo-
plasm. Many physicians will not agree with the
author's statement with reference to differential
diagnosis of migraine from headache due to hyper-
tension-' by the time the headache is bad enough

to be thought of as migrainous in type there will be
papilloedema '-nor with his statement in reference
to cerebral tumour-' by the time that papilloedema
supervenes the possibility of effective interference
is long past.'

BROMPTON HOSPITAL REPORTS
Vol. 20. 1951

Pp. vii + I96, illustrated. London: Brompton
Hospital Research Department. I952. I2S. 6d.
This collection of papers published from Bromp-

ton Hospital maintains its high standard of subject
matter. The papers include an informative account
of suppurative pneumonia by Howard Nicholson
and the report of the first five years' work of the
Joint Consultation Clinic for Neoplastic Diseases,
with particular reference to carcinoma of the
bronchus.
The Brompton Hospital Reports should be read

by all interested in diseases of the chest.
L.B.

ANY QUESTIONS?
From the, British Medical Journal. Pp. xii +

195 + xvii. London: British Medical Journal.
1952. 7s. 6d.
Whether your need is " How to Judge a Baby

Show" or " Satisfactory Contraception," should
your curiosity dwell upon leeches, flatus, or the
hazards of television, whether your choice is to
browse for amusement or self improvement, this is
your book. The answers are lucidly composed by
experts whose anonymity is sufficient testimony to
their stature. We are fortunate to command them
for 7s. 6d.

AIDS TO THEATRE TECHNIQUE
By MARJORIE HOUGHTON, M.B.E., S.C.M. 2nd

Edition. Pp. xvi + 260, with z25 illustrations.
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, I952. 6s.
The student nurse will find this a most useful

book to help her with training in the operating
theatre.
The book lists most of the instruments for

standard operations and in many cases there is a
photograph illustrating these. Unfortunately in
some instances these are too small to show clearly
the details of different types.

It would be helpful if the chapter on needles
showed a photograph or line drawing illustrating
different sizes and shapes of surgical sewing needles.
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