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SURGICAL CARE
By RONALD W. RAVEN, O.B.E., F.R.C.S. 2nd

Edition. Pp. xii + 435, with 68 illustrations.
London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd. 1952.
37s. 6d.
This is a comprehensive guide which will be

found invaluable by surgeons in dealing with the
everyday problems of pre- and post-operative care.
Great changes have occurred in the scope of surgery
and in surgical management in the last ten years
and this second edition has been almost entirely re-
written. The various aspects of antibiotics, anti-
coagulants and the control of water and electrolyte
balance have been well covered.

Careful scrutiny reveals a few sins of omission
and commission. One is surprised to see Samway's
dangerous tourniquet still illustrated; emptying of
the stomach by a tube is not mentioned in the treat-
ment of hiccup; the use of appendicostomy in
ulcerative colitis has few exponents; the problem of
collection of lymph under the flaps following bi-
lateral block dissection of the inguinal lymph nodes
is not mentioned; the treatment of femoral hernia
by a truss is of doubtful value; in the excellent
chapter on head injuries the use of pentothal for
hyperthermia is not described and middle meningeal
haemorrhage is not how accepted as the commonest
cause of extradural haemorrhages. I could not
relate the picture of Marshall's pneumothorax
apparatus to the account of it in the text, which
seemed to be more like that of Maxwell's'box.

However, these are mere details and, by and
large, the book fills a definite hiatus and will be
invaluable to house surgeon and Registrar, supply-
ing them with a completely up to date account of
modern surgical care and facilitating the journey of
both patient and staff through a major surgical
operation.

R.T.C.

THE POCKET PRESCRIBER AND GUIDE TO
PRESCRIPTION WRITING

By A. G. CRUICKSHANK, F.R.C.P.E. I5th Edition.
Pp. xv + 294. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone.
1952. 5s.
This little book was first published in 882 and

its Isth edition has recently appeared. The
character of the book is now a cross between a
manual of prescriptions for various.diseases and a
guide to the modem proprietary preparations. We
admit that the latter aspect, which includes an
analysis of many of the multitudinous modem
drugs, is to be welcomed as the chemical industry
has taken over the bulk of today's prescribing. It
must also be admitted that some of the older pre-
scriptions will be of value and a student should know
about incompatability and this has a section to
itself. A useful posological table is also included.

For 5s. this pocket book is of good value.
D.L.B.F.

PHYSICIAN'S HANDBOOK
By M. A. KRUPP, M.D. 7th Edition. Pp. iv +

380, illustrated. California: Lange Medical
Publishers. 1952. $2.50.
First published iI years .ago, this book was

almost completely rewritten in its sixth edition.
Now its seventh has appeared.

Whilst the classical subjects of blood, urine and
cerebrospinal fluid analysis are fully dealt with,
there is hardly any branch ofmedicine unrepresented
with regard to normal and abnormal values. Sub-
jects include'nerve root distribution, infant feeding
and electrocardio- and electroencephalo-graphy;
radioactive isotopes have their place. There are
some useful drawings of the anatomical structures
visualized in the various positions used in radio-
graphy of the chest.
This book, which is packed with facts and

figures, is well up to date and can be recommended
to all whose medical work is in hospitals.

D.L.B.F.

DENTAL SURGERY AND PATHOLOGY
By J. F. COLYER, K.B.E., L1.D., F.R.C.S., F.D.S.,
and EVELYN SPRAWSON, M.C., D.Sc., M.R.C.S.,
L.R.C.P., F.D.S. 9th Edition. Pp. xv + 1,I5I,
with I,015 illustrations. London: Butterworth
& Co., Ltd. 1953. 75S.
A new edition of ' Colyer' must always excite

some interesting thoughts in the mind of a re-
viewet brought up on an earlier edition. A com-
parison with, for instance, the sixth edition pub-
lished 20 years ago and still readable will show not
only the extent to which the dental profession has
progressed but also how in some instances our ideas
have come round full circle.

Professor Sprawson has, however, been in some
respects a little too conservative in his choice of new
material. A short paragraph on fluorine for prophy-
laxis of dental caries does not convey the amount
of research that has gone into this subject, especially
in the United States of America and in this country
in North Shields and South Shields. The chapter
on local anaesthesia has been only partly brought
up to date, and to exclude the modem method of
using anaesthetic solution in cartridges and to ex-
piate as of old on the preparation of E. and F.
solutions is giving an incorrect balance to the
subject. There are other minor examples and
although the experienced practitioner will know
what to discard the student will have no criterion to
guide him.
With all this it can be safely said that no better

textbook exists for the undergraduate. Its form is
substantially the same as before, and although it is
now a very bulky volume that is only an indication
of the complexity of the subject.

S.R.
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