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A Preliminary Report
Our journals contain numerous articles, the

titles of which include the phrase 'a preliminary
report.' The object is to lay claim to an idea and
the phrase 'a preliminary report' indicates that
the idea shows early promise but is unproven.
On the face of it this appears satisfactory but it is
not. The reason for dissatisfaction is that these
articles are rarely followed by a final report. Many
of the ideas described in these hasty and un-
fortunate publications turn out badly and the
authors are not big enough to admit it even in a
short note.
A desire for priority is understandable, but it

must be tempered with common sense and con-
sideration of our greatest responsibility, the
welfare of the patient. A physician thinks of a
new remedy or a surgeon of a new operation, they
try it out on one or two patients and almost before
the patients bave left hospital they write an article.

As a sub-heading to the title of this article appear
the words ' a preliminary report'; many readers
do not notice this and try the treatment out on
one or two patients. It may do good; it often
does no good and sometimes does harm. If the
author had waited until he was sure, some other
doctor's patients would probably have benefited.

In this connection a negative finding should be
published as well as a positive result. The medical
man gains nearly as much when he is told that a
line of treatment does not work, as when he reads
that a new treatment is effective.

During I948 one journal published ten articles
which could be described as preliminary reports;
to date three have received further mention. The
authors of the remaining seven have still to publish
their final report. In the light of subsequent
knowledge all are unlikely to have justified the
early optimism, but as yet nobody has written to
say so.
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