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THE POSTGRADUATE

MACKENNA'S DISEASES OF THE SKIN
Revised by R. M. B. MACKENNA, M.A., M.D.,

F.R.C.P. sth Edition. Pp. xii + 612, with 215
illustrations. London: Bailliere, Tindall and
Cox. 1952. 42S.
Dr. R. M. B. MacKenna's revision of his father's

book is stimulating, mainly because the author is
master of a forthright style of descriptive writing.
For example, a few lines are sufficient for him to
give an excellent account of a recent advance in
diagnosis, the L.E. phenomenon. Any practitioner
who would like to have a book at reasonable price
describing the more common skin diseases en-
countered in any part of the world, and well
illustrated, should buy it.
There is enough on diagnosis and treatment to

make the reader a competent dermatologist, and
specialists will profit from much of the author's
advice, so obviously based on personal experience.

Dr. MacKenna has set out to be dogmatic and
yet he presents very fairly the most commonly
accepted current views. Dermatology is no easy
subject and it is no criticism of the book to say that
some of its contents will probably be revised by
further knowledge.
One imagines that it is difficulties associated with

book production at the present time that have pre-
vented a fuller account of the value of ACTH and
cortisone in dermatology.

M.F.

SKIN THERAPEUTICS
By M. K. POLANO. Pp. xiv + 276. London:

Elsevier Press, Inc. I952. 37S. 6d.
As this book is written by a doctor who knows

how to compound his own prescriptions, the
approach is practical. There is little that is new
but there is much that has been collected together
for the first time. Unfortunately in places the book
is too long winded and it is rather expensive. The
information on soap substitutes is inadequate.
Nevertheless the book should prove useful to any-
body wishing to understand the prescribing of skin
remedies.

J.G.H.

HANDBOOK OF GYNAECOLOGICAL
DIAGNOSIS FOR PRACTITIONERS AND

STUDENTS
By WALTER NEUWEILER, M.D. Pp. xiii + 448,

with 4I8 illustrations, 2 in colour. London:
William Heinemann. 1952. 8os.
Professor Neuweiller of Berne University has

written the most complete and thorough book that
has been produced on gynaecological diagnosis.
There is very little in it with which one cannot

agree. The few points which will not find general
acceptance in this country are relatively minor.
The book is lavishly produced and illustrated

with both colour and line drawings and many
photographs.

Finally, the translation is so good that it is
difficult to believe that it was not originally written
in the English language.

Unfortunately the book is expensive, even for a
textbook; nevertheless it should be of universal
value to all postgraduates who have become or are
hoping to become gynaecologists.

-ORGANIC CHEMISTRY
By A. KILLEN MACBETH, C.M.G., M.A., D.Sc.,

F.R.I.C. 3rd Edition. Pp. xvi + 324, with
diagrams. London: Longmans, Green & Co.
Ltd. 1952. izs. 6d.
The subtitle states that this book is written for

'Medical, Intermediate and Pharmaceutical stu-
dents,' but the 2nd M.B. student, at least, should
be familiar with more material than is presented
here. The chemistry of the common functional
groups is well surveyed, but the amino acids are
dismissed very briefly and no mention is made of
the keto- and tricarboxylic acids which will be
met in the discussion of muscle metabolism.
A useful feature of the book is the use of

'schematic representations ' showing how a number
of different compounds may be formed from a
simple starting product like ethanol or acetylene.
The book would be valuable if treated as an

introduction to the subject and read by the medical
student towards the end of his premedical year.

J.N.S.
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