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of experience on the subject of tuberculosis of bone
and joint. It was fortunate that Mr. Somerville
had already been brought in as a co-author, and one
hopes that senior writers of other books which grace
British surgical literature may follow the example
and ensure a measure of continuity of their life
work. The new reader must remember that
Girdlestone was a doughty campaigner for the
modem r6gime of healthy open-air treatment, and
one who never let up; for this reason some of the
text reads like persuasive argument, as if the fight,
now happily won, were still joined.

This book has no strong competitor in Great
Britain, and such is the all-round quality of the
teaching of the Oxford school that only a minor
point here and there can be selected for mild
critical comment. For example, the authors state
that a single examination of the sedimentation rate
is of little value in the diagnosis of tuberculosis.
This remark is hardly fair to the test, because the
finding of a raised rate often sounds a note of
alarm leading to further investigation and the cor-
rect diagnosis. Many cases of early involvement
of the spine and shoulder joint, not to mention
ankylosing spondylitis, would have been spared
manipulative mauling had this very simple test
been employed only once. The baneful side-
effects of prolonged and uninterrupted immobi-
lization in recimbency are fully discussed, but it is
disappointing to find no reference to the pains-
taking work of Nangle, a pupil of Girdlestone, on
the value of balanced suspension of frames and
plaster beds, both for the patients lying on them
and for the convenience of the nursing staff.

Perhaps too many rather obvious radiographs are
devoted to differential diagnosis; the readers of
such a special subject might reasonably be expected
to be familiar with the appearance of an advanced
Charcot knee, of spondylolisthesis of third degree,
and of adolescent coxa vara with slipping of the
head of the femur in both views. Incidentally,
two of the radiographs of arthrodesis of the hip
joint show the femur away out in abduction of
about twenty-five degrees, much in excess of the
declared ideal of nought to five degrees.
The practising surgeon, looking in vain for de-

tailed advice on his special problem, may conclude
that the book could well contain more precise in-
struction in the same number of pages. For ex-
ample, a fuller description of the treatment and
maltreatment of psoas abscess, and the way to use
that essential piece of equipment, the wide-bore
aspirating syringe of Gauvain, might replace a
couple of the longer case-histories. Perhaps this
is the direction the book will take in the years to
come under its new and able editor.

K.I.N.
V.

THE ETHICAL BASIS OF MEDICAL PRACTICE
By WILLARD L. SPERRY. Pp. I 85. London:

Cassell and Co. 1952. 12S. 6d.
This book fills a void in the education of the young

doctor. Ethical standards should be planted in

the personality of the child in its own home and
nursed during school days. Often however, seeds
if present, do not germinate. Hence the need that
this book satisfies.
There are chapters on Medicine and the priest;

the specialist and the general practitioner; the
nature of conscience, etc. It is when such subjects
as euthanasia are discussed that criticism might be
called for. Why is euthanasia a medical problem?
Why is this included in the ethical basis of medical
practice; as distinct, for instance, from legal
practice?
An action which is ethical to a Protestant may

be unethical to a Roman Catholic. Eating beef,
ethical to both Protestants and Catholics is not so
to a Hindu. It therefore follows that it is necessary
for an author and also for an individual to decide
his position and to define it if he is to write and
live with sincerity and conviction. This book helps
to do this.
The duty of a doctor or a surgeon is to restore

the human being to as near bodily perfection as
possible and to relieve pain and anguish. Do many
doctors assume other functions? They may get
themselves up as judges to decide who should live
and who should die. To be able to judge, all facts
must be revealed. No human mind can ever know
all the facts. It will never be possible for a human
being to judge and decide whether one should live
and another should die. Therefore the question of
euthanasia presents no problem to the true doctor.
Sometimes doctors are tempted to become prophets.
They could and should give a prognosis. But as
no man can foretell what will happen from one five
minutes to the next with certainty, the death sen-
tence should therefore never be pronounced with
the conviction of the oracular.

If a man practises as a doctor in true humility his
ethical problems are few. Each problem is like a
Savile Row tailor-made suit, i.e. it is made for a
particular individual at a particular period of time;
so is each ethical problem. It can only be resolved
by the individual in relation to the circumstances
at the time he is consulted. If on the other hand,
a doctor is arrogant and takes on the function of
judge, prophet and executioner the British Museum
is not large enough to contain all that might be
written on the problems that would arise. Further-
more, these problems are not problems of medical
ethics but general ethical problems.

This book discusses these matters seen through
the spectacles of the Dean of Divinity at Harvard.
Most helpful guidance is given in all these matters.

MEDICAL HISTORY OF THE SECOND -
WORLD WAR

Medicine and Pathology
Edited by V. ZACHARY COPE, B.A., M.D., M.S.,

F.R.C.S. Pp. xxix + 565. London: H.M.S.O.
I952. 50S.

The 'Medical History of the Second World
War' is planned to consist of i8 volumes. Of
these, the first to appear is ' Medicine and Path-
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ology,' ed&ftd by V. Zachary Cope, This volume
is of difiWal importance, including the experience
of both the fighting and civilian services, whilst
later volumes will relate to these services separately
recorded.
As with all such books the Editor has rightly

called upon a large number of authorities in com-
piling his important production. He has had a
very important Editorial Committee and the
assistance of well over 50 leading authorities in their
subjects. Much of the early work was undertaken
by Dr. Charles Newman of the Postgraduate
Medical School, to whom great credit is due, and
fullest praise must be given to Dr. Cope for his
fine editorial work.
The scope of this volume is too great for in-

dividual comment, but it rightly includes much
vital factual information and describes the astound-
ing achievements in medicine-and pathology during
the war. Not only does this book appeal to all
medical men but much of the astounding thera-
peutic advancements described in it are of great
interest to many non-medical readers.

It would be invidious to pick out any special
chapter of the 33 included for special comment,
but it can be fairly agreed that no branch ofmedicine
has been forgotten and there is interest in every
page of this fascinating volume.

THE SCIENCE AND ART OF JOINT
MANIPULATION

Vol. iI: The Spinal Column
By JAMES MENNELL, M.A., M.D., B.C. Pp. vii +

264, with I48 illustrations, many in colour.
London: J. & A. Churchill, Ltd. I952. Cz 2S.
This book is a monograph on backache and

associated disorders embracing an earlier book,
' Backache,' by the same author. It presents the
case for the sacroiliac joint as the commonest cause
of backache in the lumbar region.

Diagnosis occupies a large proportion of the book
and the section on treatment includes many
physical methods other than manipulation.

It is copiously illustrated with 148 sketches, line
drawings and X-ray photographs.
The author's long fight for the rational use of

manipulation by the medical profession is at last
nearing victory and the methods described and
illustrated in this work are all well tried and effective.
His accumulated observation and wisdom make this
book one which should be read by all who have to
deal with cases of backache.

BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MEDICAL
PRACTICE

Edited by THE RT. HON. Loiw HORDER, G.C.V.O.,
M.D., F.R.C.P. znd Edition. Vols. 9 and io.
Pp. xvi + 659, with 158 illustrations, and xv +
7I8, with II7 illustrations respectively. London:
Butterworth & Co., Ltd. 1952. 65s. per vol.
In the present edition of these two volumes

almost half the sections have been rewritten or

brought up to date by new contributors. Most of
the chapters remain under their old headings, but
some have fallen by the wayside-for example,
Hereditary Oedema, Mucous Colic and Resuscita-
tion. Important new sections have been included:
a good account by Dr. Bodley Scott of Myelo-
matosis, which now occupies a chapter in its own
right, is a reminder-that this disease, although un-
common, is by no means rare. A well-illustrated
section on diagnostic measures in Orthopaedic
Surgery by Mr. Leon Gillis will be generally welb
comed. The notable advances that have been made
in psychological medicine in the past decade are
reflected principally by the concise account of
Electroconvulsive therapy by Dr. J. G. Hamilton.

Dr. A. J. Capriani contributes a valuable chapter
on radioactive isotopes. This section underlines
more boldly than any other, not only the remarkable
advances in medical knowledge that have been made
since I938 when the first edition of the present work,
was published-and, incidentally, when nuclear
fission was discovered-but also the magnitude of
the task which is being so well accomplished by
Lord Horder and his gallant band of editors and
contributors in bringing the present edition so
thoroughly up to date.

D.S.L.

THE FOOT
By NORMAN C. LAKE, M.D., M.S., D.Sc., F.R.C.S.

4th Edition. Pp. vi + 466, with i66 illustrations.
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. I95Z2 2.58.
In the preface to this fourth edition of his book

the author states that the aim remains unchanged-
'. . . to deal with those conditions which come
within the purview of the practitioner and general
surgeon, omitting major orthopaedic procedures,
and to provide a volume which will be of' vaiue to
the chiropodist, physiotherapist and other medical
auxiliaries
The book may be recommended for its informa-

tive and thought-provoking discussion of' the
aetiology (including evolutionary factors) and the
pathology of foot disorders, and it should be read
for a better understanding of the foot and its
problems.
One entirely agrees with the author that '.

the complete diagnosis of a troublesome fbot case
consists not merely in the pigeon-holing of the
condition actually found upon examination, but in
reading into the case its complete history from the
commencement of the aetiological factors . . .'

Treatment, however, is not always presented with
the clarity which a student might desire, and there
are instances where the advice given might be
criticized by orthopaedic surgeons, for example,
astragalectomy for sub-astragaloid dislocations, and
fracture of the astragalus, and excision of the sesa-
moids in operations for hallux vagus.
The volume is well printed and illustrated, but

it might seem regrettable that the opportunity was
not taken to modernise the anatomical terminology
to the New English nomenclature.

J.G.T.
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