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DISEASES OF THE EAR, NOSE AND THROAT
Vols. I and II

Edited by W. G. ScoTT-BROWN, C.V.O., M.D.,
B.Ch., F.R.C.S. Vol. I, pp. xv + 803; Vol. II,
pp. xv + 686. Illustrated, many in colour.
London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd. 1952. £8 8s.
the set.
The 32 contributors, the editor and the publishers

of this new work have been very successful in their
task of producing an up-to-date and comprehensive
textbook on diseases of the ear, nose and throat, and
there can be no doubt that these two volumes will
occupy a foremost place in the literature. The
inclusion of a section on diseases of the ear is
particularly welcome and makes it the only British
book of its calibre to embrace all three regions of the
speciality.
The chapters. on otology and audiology form a

complete compendium of the subject which com-
pares favourably with any transatlantic counterpart.
The contributors, many of whom are recognized

authorities on their own subjects, have been allowed
a free hand to express their personal views and it is
inevitable that some divergence of opinion should
be found in a work of this sort. An example may be
found in the various views on the cause of chronicity
in infections of the middle ear and mastoid. How-
ever, as the editor claims, such differences have been
integrated, as far as possible, with those generally
accepted, so as to give a balanced appreciation.
The general balance of the book is good, but it is

perhaps a pity that alnost five pages are devoted to
operative techniques, some outmoded, for bilateral
abductor paralysis of the larynx, while there is not
even mention of the practical principles of block
dissection for malignant glands of the neck. The
sections on anatomy and physiology have the merit
of being written by eminent authorities on these
subjects and include a chapter on hearing by
Professor Hartridge. Other commendable features
include a separate chapter on the increasingly im-
portant subject of nasal allergy and another on
plastic surgery of the nose and ear by a plastic
surgeon.
A meticulously written chapter is that on bron-

choscopy by J. E. G. McGibbon. Although it is
relatively long (I50 pages), it should encourage
laryngologists to continue its practice until such
time as the expanding thoracic units are able to
accommodate all patients requiring this procedure.

Malignant disease in its various sites has been care-
fully described and the writers give a full and fair
appraisal of the merits of surgery and radiotherapy
in these difficult cases. The style, layout and type
make for easy reading. The illustrations are plenti-
ful and some of the coloured plates, particularly
those of the laryngeal appearances, are good. The
reproductions of histopathological sections are ex-
cellent, but this cannot be said of the skiagrams,
some of which are very poor, viz. Fig. 73, Vol. II.
Although such obvious errors as the legend to

Fig. 320, Vol. I, do not seriously detract from the
high standard of the book as a whole, the index
could be expanded with advantage.

Essentially for postgraduates, the book supplies a
long-felt want and is an obvious choice for any
medical library. It will be the handmaiden of most
candidates for the higher examinations in the
speciality, albeit an expensive one. All those
concerned in its preparation are to be congratulated.

J.F.S.

HISTORY OF THE ROYAL MEDICAL
SOCIETY, 1737-I937

By JAMES GiAy, M.A., F.R.S.E. Pp. xi + 355,
with 7 illustrations. Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press, 1952. 42S.
This book, an early publication by the Edinburgh

University Press, is of excellent format and is well
printed and bound. The author, the late James
Gray, died before it was published and the editor,
Dr. Douglas Guthrie, had no doubt considerably
compressed it in the course of revision.

It is written for Edinburgh men familiar with the
Society's procedure; for others the rules and the
distinction between the different classes of members
and the like are rather obscure, but can be dis-
covered by the curious. It makes a very valuable
book of reference and has a capital index.
Some account is given of Edinburgh in the early

ii8th century and of its University and Medical
School, the latter with due acknowledgment to the
School of Leyden. Then we learn that at Edinburgh
in I734 half a dozen boys obtained a body to dissect
and formed a little club in which they met to discuss
' dissertations ' as practice for their M.D. exercises.
This club grew into the Royal Medical Society, the
oldest of its kind in the world. It was constituted
in 1737 with io members, and of it Osler could say
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