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from letters and scraps of information in the
treatise. This is inevitable; nevertheless a very
fair picture of the man's character has been drawn
from such information as is available. The greater
part of the book is taken up with extracts and
commnents on the treatise, which is of absorbing
interest. Professor Johnstone has done a great
service in writing this admirable book, and it is
certain to stimulate many into reading the treatise
more thoroughly.

C.T.F.E.

DISEASE1S OF THE HEART AND
CIRCULATION

By ALBERT A. FITZGERALD PEEL, M.A., D.M.,
F.R.F.P.S.(G). 2nd Edition. Pp. xxiii + 472,
with 9I illustrations. London: Geoffrey
Cumberlege, Oxford University Press. 1952.
35s.
This second edition has followed the first after a

comparatively short time because of the many
recent advances in cardiology, especially concerning
methods of investigation, the use of antibiotics and
anticoagulants and, above all, the surgery of the
heart. The author has based the book on his I5
years' experience of teaching students, and it is
therefore written and arranged in a careful and
logical manner.
The emphasis in diagnosis is rightly placed on

the clin~ical aspect of the problems, there are good
chapters on the now almost routine investigations of
radiology and cardiography. The indications for
and advances due to the recent specialized in-
vestigations of cardiac 'catheterization and angio-
cardiography are briefly described.
This is a good book for senior students. It is

clear, concise and easy to read. The importance of
understanding the patient's reaction to his disease is
stressed and there is a valuable chapter on the
cardiovascular system in psychoneurosis.
A section which is perhaps less easy to follow and

is possibly confusing to the student is that dealing
with- symptoms due to defective circulation where it
refers to Cheyne-Stokes breathing and cardiac
asthma. It would seem that great caution is
essential in the prescription of morphia-gr. j for
any case with a' tendency to this type. of periodic
respiration or of nocturnal bronchial spasm where
the cardiological origin of the attack is not perfectly
clear.

This book is recommended as a sound intro-
duction to cardiology to senior students and would
certainly be of considerable value to general
practitioners.

A HISTORY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGERY
Edited by A. EARL WALKER, M.D. PP. xii + 583,

with I52 illustrations. London: Bailliere,
Tindall and Cox. I95I. 9IS. 6d.
This excellent book has been written by Dr. Earl

Walker and his assistants at the Johns Hopkins
Hospital. It covers the history of most aspects of
neurological surgery, both ancient and modem, in a

fascinating and detailed manner, which latter may
be judged from the fact that nearly 2,400 references
appear in the bibliography. One of the many
pleasing features of the book is a series of 14 short
biographical sketches of the more famous personali-
ties in neurological surgery.

This volume will be of value to all neurosurgeons
interested in the historical background of their craft.

SYNOPSIS OF TROPICAL MEDICINE
By SIR PHILIP MANSON-BAHR, C.M.G., D.S.O.,

M.A., M.D., D.T.M. & H., F.R.C.P. 2nd
Edition. Pp. xiii + 248, with 7 illustrations.
London: Cassel & Co. Ltd. 1952. 15S.
The first edition of Manson's Tropical Diseases

was 'of handy size ' and ' an introduction to the
important department of medicine of which it
treats.' Advances in the subject have necessitated
enlargements and the present work is no longer of
handy size, nor is it only an introduction to the
subject. Both these characteristics may reasonably
be claimed by Sir Philip Manson-Bahr's' Synopsis.'
This is, therefore, to be welcomed and it fills a very
definite need. An amazing amount of material is
packed into short compass and much new data has
been incorporated in the second edition.

It is perhaps too much to expect that a book con-
taining so much material should be free from
inaccuracies and be completely up to date. Among
the inaccuracies is the statement that chloroquine
kills the pre-erythrocytic forms of the malarial para-
site, while in the chapter on malaria more radical
pruning of out-of-date material could have been
carried out. The prominence given to quinine as a
prophylactic agent in malaria is unfortunate, as it
has now been shown that it is inadequate in this
respect and that newer compournds are capable of
giving complete protection against the infection.

In spite of these faults, however, the book is of
undoubted value and the practitioner in the tropics
will find it the best available small volume to have
by him for quic.k reference.

DISEASES OF THE NOSE, THROAT AND EAR
By I. SIMSON HALL, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.P.E.,

F.R.C.S.E. sth Edition. Pp. xii + 463, with
82 illustrations. Edinburgh: E. & S. Living-
stone Ltd. 1952. i8s.
Mr. Simson Hall's deservedly popular handbook,

'Diseases of the Nose, Throat and Ear,' first pub-
lished in 1937, has now reached its fifth edition. It
is an up to date and reliable guide to the speciality,
especially useful to students, practitioners and post-
graduates acquiring an interest in the subject.
The subject matter is clearly presented in a very

readable form and it is liberallyillustrated with good
photographs, radiographs, diagrams and eight
colour, plates. In each section the anatomy is
described in simple terms, with the aid of effective
diagrams, also the relevant physiology, pathology
and points of clinical significance are stressed. The
importance of history taking is emphasized and
methods of clinical examination are well depicted.
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