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*designed by the reviewer. Visual diagnosis without
such a telescope is difficult and uncertain.
With reference to the chapter on achalasia, too

much stress has been laid on the Hurst bougie.
There is an increasing belief that the days of ' blind '
procedures is past. In general, too, oesophago-
gastrostomy is not likely to hold lasting favour,
because such openings are incontinent and oeso-
phagitis may follow. The modified Heller pro-
cedure has much to recommend it, especially in
difficult cases.
The cost of the book will detract from its

availability to younger men.
DONALD BARLOW

SURGICAL TECHNIQUE
By STEPHEN POWER, M.S., F.R.C.S. PP. X + 380.
London: William Heinemann. 1951. 30S.
As its author points out in his preface, this book

contains information about the bricks and mortar
which go to make the structure of surgery. It is
not egsentially a book of minor surgical handicraft,
nor a book on the operations of surgery, but is an
account of the tactical manoeuvres of everyday
surgical practice, with many thoughtful comments
on why and wherefore.
There is a certain amount of overlap in the con-

tributions of those co-opted to deal with the special
subjects of orthopaedic and children's surgery, but,
generally speaking, the author is to be congratulated
on the way hle has been able to present so much
useful information in so compact and yet so readable
a form. This is an excellent little book that could
be read with advantage by most surgeons,. and with
interest by all.

BRITISH DENTAL ANNUAL, g952
Edited by EvELYN SPRAWSON, M.C., D.Sc.,

F.D.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., PP. viii + 283.
London: Butterworth & Co. 1952. 35S.
It is very easy to be critical of a book of this

nature, as everyone has his own opinion of what is
required in an annual and if only one small item is
omitted then a bias is created. It is of more
importance to those who purchase books on the
recommendation of a review to state what the work
has to offer and, in the case of the majority of the
readers of this journal, just what it has to offer to
members of the medical profession in, particular.
Of greatest interest will be the excellent article by

G. J. Parfitt on the preventative measures against
dental decay, which states the position as it obtains
today. The critical survey by B. W. Fickling on
the state of oral surgery and pathology covers a wide
field and no one could wish for greater condensation
than has been achieved.
To those interested in a%d working on radioactive

isotopes there is an informative article from the
University of Montreal by Lussier and D'Iorio
which4 surveys the literature on the subject with
some thoroughness.
For the rest of the book the contents are mainly

,those which will appeal to dental practitioners who

are enabled, for a fairly reasonable price, to keep
their knowledge up to date.

S.R.

MEDICAL DISORDERS DURING
PREGNANCY

Edited by STANLEY CLAYTON, M.D., M.S.,
F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G., and SAMUEL ORAM, M.D).,
F.R.C.P. Pp. ix + 34I, with 28 illustrations.
London: J. & A. Churchill. 1951. 25s.
Here is an excellent new book of reasonable size

edited by an obstetrician and a physician, dealing
with recent advances in the diagnosis and treatment
of the medical disorders that complicate pregnancy.
There is no doubt that it will be read by the
obstetrician for a clear review of modern medical
practice. May we also exhort the physician to do
the same to understand better the special problems
of pregnancy and delivery in the diseases which he
knows so well?
The subjects are up to date, concise and well

written with adequate references. fThe first chapter
is an excellent account of maternal physiology
during pregnancy and is quite the best in the book.
There is a straightforward sound account of heart
disease in pregnancy with a courageous attempt to
give practical advice on the management of such a
case. It is surprising that the work of Hamilton on
cardiac output is not mentioned in this chapter.
The difficult chapter on albuminuria and hyper-
tension requires special mention with fine ac-
counts of essential hypertension and pre-eclamptic
toxaemia. Neurological disorders include maternal
birth palsies and polyneuritis and are followed by a
most interesting chapter on the psychiatric aspects of
pregnancy.
This book is well produced and what we now

expect of the publishers. With the obstetrician be-
coming more medically-minded this essentially
practical book will be invaluable and, needless to
say, must be read by all postgraduate students
concemed.

CLEFT LIP AND PALATE
By W. G. HOLDSWORTH, F.RWC.S. Pp. Xii + I26,
with 75 illustrations. London: Wm. Heinemann.
1951. 35S.
This monograph gives a comprehensive review in

miniature of the present position concerning our
knowledge of this condition. It shows the author
has read widely and has presented his knowledge
without frills. The technical detail is adequately
covered. The greater part of the subject matter is
in keeping with the British school of.thought on the
subject.

It is to be recommended to the young surgeon
who finds himself embarking on the treatment of
cleft lip and palate. The Final Fellowship candidate
might well browse through its pages. The book is
nicely presented and the illustrations explanatory.
On page iS one notes an error in the second and

third lines. Figure i8, one imagines, is purely
schematic; one is unaware of any authoritative
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