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UROLOGY OF CHILDHOOD
By T. TwISTINGTON HIGGINS, O.B.E., M.B.,

Ch.B., F.R.C.S., D. INNES WILLIAMS, M.D.,
M.Chir., F.R.C.S., and D. F. ELLISON NASH,
F.R.C.S. Pp. x + 286, with I37 illustrations.
London: Butterworth & Co. 1951. 45S.
This is a book written for the specialist and yet

anyone who undertakes the surgical care of children
or is interested in urology could not fail to find
much of value within its covers. It is written in a
delightfully clear style and the authors illustrate
their points with a wealth of clinical material.
The development of the renal tract and the con-

genital abnormalities which may occur are described
here better than in any other work which the re-
viewer has read. The illustrations to this section
alone make the book a notable one. It is perhaps in
those chapters on urinary obstruction, especially
that devoted to vesical retention, that the book
makes its most important contribution to the litera-
ture of this subject. Obstructions at the bladder
neck and in the male urethra are presented in de-
tail with brief case histories, and apart from some
imperfections in the reproduction of X-rays the
presentation is masterly.
The only criticism that might be made, and this

is only made in the hope that future editions will
appear, is that some of the subjects are not dealt
with in enough detail. Urinary tuberculosis and
hermaphroditism fall into this category and it might
also have been of value to describe the principles
underlying the Edmunds' and Ombr6danne's opera-
tions for hypospadias, in addition to the detailed
description of Denis Browne's procedure.
This is a most welcome addition to the relatively

small number of books devoted to paediatric
surgery.

S.F.T.

PATHOLOGICAL HISTOLOGY
By ROBERTSON F. OGILVIE, M.D., D.Sc.,

F.R.C.P.Ed., F.R.S.E. 4th Edition. Pp. xii +
506, with 295 illustrations in colour. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone. I951. 40S.
This magnificently produced book has now

reached its fourth edition with 494 pages of text and
295 coloured illustrations. It has obviously be-
come the standard British work in undergraduate
pathological histology and, as such, it carries.. a

heavy burden of responsibility for the accuracy of
what it depicts and the comments thereon. Since
the previous edition 35 new illustrations have been
added andja number of the old illustrations have
been replaced. The majority of replacements are
an improvement upon their forerunners, but in a
few cases (Fig. I87, of obstructive biliary cirrhosis,
for instance) they are not so good. The heightened
degree of eosinophilia which has been' imparted to
nearly all the new and most of the replacing illustra-
tions does not always favour clarity of definition,
though it may be recommendable from the printers'
point of view. For teaching purposes difficult
histological detail is sometimes better shown by
black and white photomicrographs or by coloured
paintings, and it is noteworthy that the leading text-
books of pathological histology on the Continent
(Borst, Hamperl, Redaelli and Cavallero) use line
drawings, paintings or black and white photo-
micrographs.
One would like to see even more use made of

special stains and examples in this respect are the
excellent reproductions of hyaline islets in the
diabetic pancreas (Fig. 292) and of a chromaffinoma
stained by a Sevki type of Giemsa stain (Fig. 95).
It is unfortunate that, in referring to this last
illustration, the author perpetuates the erroneous
explanation of chromaffinity as a reduction of the
chromium salt of the fixative.
The text throughout is simple and dogmatic, and

it seldom suggests that any particular problem is in-.
volved. While this is perhaps good practice for
teaching undergraduates, it does not recommend
the book to postgraduate students in pathology.
The latter will find it useful, however, as a basis on
which to build their knowledge of the wider and
more advanced aspects of the subject.

A.G.E.P.
X-RAY INTERPRETATION

By H. C. H. BULL, M.A., M.B., M.R.C.P. Pp.
xxxiv + 406, with 287 illustrations. London:
Geoffrey Cumberlege, Oxford University Press.
1951. 25S.

This book, is written primarily for medical
students and general practitioners. The author
has simplified radiographic interpretation by line
drawings of a high standard but without X-ray
reproductions. This unconventional method can
by its nature only be partly successful. Silhouette
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and contour changes are well demonstrated as, for
examnple, in fractures and radiology of the gastro-
intestinal tract with contrast media, but the method
is inadequate if an attempt is made to differentiate
between varying densities and complex shadows,
particularly in the chapters on diseases of the chest
and in some of the illustrations of bone tumours and
bone and joint diseases.

It is difficult to cover such a wide subject in
a short volume, so that the book can be regarded
only as an outline of X-ray interpretation. The
basic principles are well covered, however, and the
standard of production is what we have come to
expect from the Oxford, University Press.

R.E.S.

FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION PAPERS
for Diplomas of the Royal College of Surgeons,

Edinburgh, x947-51
Pp. vii + 50. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone.

951. 5s. 6d.
An invaluable collection of the papers of the

past five years, sine qua non for all Fellowship
candidates, and their tutors.

THE CARE OF THE AGEING AND CHRONIC
SICK

By A. P. THOMSON, M.C., M.D., CH.B. F.A.C.P.,
C. R. LowE, M.D., CH.B., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
D.P.H., and THOMAS McKEowN, B.A., PH.D.,
D.PHIL., M.D., M.B., B.S. Pp. 133. Edin-
burgh: E. & S. Livingstone.'951. 7s. 6d.
This well-produced paper-covered book reprints

in convenient form seven papers of outstanding
importance to workers in the field of geriatrics, as
well as an extract from the Proceedings of the Royal
Society of Medicine (I950) on the same subject.
The papers comprise Professor Thomson's Lum-
leian lectures for I949, and five papers by Dr.
C. R. Lowe and Professor McKeown, the latter
reprinted from the British Journal of Social Medicine
and the British Medical Journal. To this sym-
posium, Professor Thomson adds a valuable preface.

Professor Thomson's Lumleian lectures are a
brilliant and scholarly contribution to the under-
standing of the whole problem of the care of the
aged, both in and out of hospital. They should be
looked on as a ' must ' by every serious worker in
the clinical and administrative field. The con-
tributions of Drs. Lowe and McKeown, valuable
as they are to the clinician, are of fundamental
importance to all long-term planners in every field
of medicine.
The picture they draw of a hospital of over a

thousand' patients, of whom 46 per cent. were
incontinent and. well over 9o per-cent. bed-ridden,
is a truly appalling one, smacking as it does of the
x8th rather thaii the '2oth century. The mental
apathy and 'subtle disintegration of human per-
sonality' (in. Professor Thomson's own words) adds
to the gloonM of the picture. From this picture they
draw the heartening c6nclusions (implicit or ex-

pressed) that the bulk of such patients should be
capable of being rehabilitated, if. handled early,
and that only one-fifth of the present hospitgi
'chronic sick' population require general hospital
treatment at all. This offers a firm statistical basis
for the experience of workers in smaller fields. Not
the least interesting part of the survey was that of
393 patients on the waiting list, only 40 per cent.
were thought to merit admission to the hospital
for the chronic sick. This emphasizes the impor-
tance of 'screening' waiting lists by domiciliary
visits. Part of the value of this work lies in the
'human approach.' Some of Thomson's closing
words (p. 130), ' Our task is to learn how to give
vitality and,significance to the later years of human
life,' are applicable to every doctor.
The authors are to be warmly congratulated on

their work and the Birmingham Regional Hospital
Board for sponsoring it..

T.N.R.

ORAL AND DENTAL DISEASES
By HUBERT H. STONES, M.D., M.D.S.,
F.D.S.R.C.S. 2nd Edition. Pp. xix + 1,012,
with 1,O50 illustrations, 9I in colour. Edin-
burgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., i95i. r;.
A large printing of the first edition having been

quickly exhausted, Professor Stones has had the
opportunity of presenting a second edition fully
revised and in parts rewritten. He has incor-
porated the results of further research work by
himself and others, and a new section on diseases
of the muscles and of the nervous system appears.
As in the case of the first edition, the author is to
be congratulated on his immense task which is
well produced and eminently readable.
The interest of the medical practitioner might

well be engaged in particular in the chapters dealing
with dental caries. The problems involved are fully
set out and discussed, particularly as to whether
the cause of the disease is initially either on acido-
genic or a proteolytiic process. A feature of these
chapters and indeed of the whole work is that no
likely theory is ignored although proper develop-
ment is given to those ideas which by experience
have proved themselves more acceptable. The
non-dental reader need have no fear of becoming
involved in matters which are the province -only of
the dental surgeon, operative dentistry being dis-
cussed only with regard to its effect on the dental
tissues. The whole work is concerned with
diseases.and injuries of the mouth more particu-
larly from the point of view of their aetiology,
histopathology and clinical appearances.
As a reference book its value is enhanced by the

number of illustrations, many in colour, which
bring out the points made in the text. For student
and practitioner these illustrations will be of con-
siderable value as an aid to diagnosis. ,of the less
frequently seen conditions in and around the oral
cavity. For those studying for a higher qualifica-
tion or engaged in research theobook is of iAex-
haustible value in itself, as well as for the lists of
references at the end of each chapter which act as

by copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.28.316.123-b on 1 F

ebruary 1952. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

