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UROLOGY OF CHILDHOOD
By T. TwISTINGTON HIGGINS, O.B.E., M.B.,

Ch.B., F.R.C.S., D. INNES WILLIAMS, M.D.,
M.Chir., F.R.C.S., and D. F. ELLISON NASH,
F.R.C.S. Pp. x + 286, with I37 illustrations.
London: Butterworth & Co. 1951. 45S.
This is a book written for the specialist and yet

anyone who undertakes the surgical care of children
or is interested in urology could not fail to find
much of value within its covers. It is written in a
delightfully clear style and the authors illustrate
their points with a wealth of clinical material.
The development of the renal tract and the con-

genital abnormalities which may occur are described
here better than in any other work which the re-
viewer has read. The illustrations to this section
alone make the book a notable one. It is perhaps in
those chapters on urinary obstruction, especially
that devoted to vesical retention, that the book
makes its most important contribution to the litera-
ture of this subject. Obstructions at the bladder
neck and in the male urethra are presented in de-
tail with brief case histories, and apart from some
imperfections in the reproduction of X-rays the
presentation is masterly.
The only criticism that might be made, and this

is only made in the hope that future editions will
appear, is that some of the subjects are not dealt
with in enough detail. Urinary tuberculosis and
hermaphroditism fall into this category and it might
also have been of value to describe the principles
underlying the Edmunds' and Ombr6danne's opera-
tions for hypospadias, in addition to the detailed
description of Denis Browne's procedure.
This is a most welcome addition to the relatively

small number of books devoted to paediatric
surgery.

S.F.T.

PATHOLOGICAL HISTOLOGY
By ROBERTSON F. OGILVIE, M.D., D.Sc.,

F.R.C.P.Ed., F.R.S.E. 4th Edition. Pp. xii +
506, with 295 illustrations in colour. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone. I951. 40S.
This magnificently produced book has now

reached its fourth edition with 494 pages of text and
295 coloured illustrations. It has obviously be-
come the standard British work in undergraduate
pathological histology and, as such, it carries.. a

heavy burden of responsibility for the accuracy of
what it depicts and the comments thereon. Since
the previous edition 35 new illustrations have been
added andja number of the old illustrations have
been replaced. The majority of replacements are
an improvement upon their forerunners, but in a
few cases (Fig. I87, of obstructive biliary cirrhosis,
for instance) they are not so good. The heightened
degree of eosinophilia which has been' imparted to
nearly all the new and most of the replacing illustra-
tions does not always favour clarity of definition,
though it may be recommendable from the printers'
point of view. For teaching purposes difficult
histological detail is sometimes better shown by
black and white photomicrographs or by coloured
paintings, and it is noteworthy that the leading text-
books of pathological histology on the Continent
(Borst, Hamperl, Redaelli and Cavallero) use line
drawings, paintings or black and white photo-
micrographs.
One would like to see even more use made of

special stains and examples in this respect are the
excellent reproductions of hyaline islets in the
diabetic pancreas (Fig. 292) and of a chromaffinoma
stained by a Sevki type of Giemsa stain (Fig. 95).
It is unfortunate that, in referring to this last
illustration, the author perpetuates the erroneous
explanation of chromaffinity as a reduction of the
chromium salt of the fixative.
The text throughout is simple and dogmatic, and

it seldom suggests that any particular problem is in-.
volved. While this is perhaps good practice for
teaching undergraduates, it does not recommend
the book to postgraduate students in pathology.
The latter will find it useful, however, as a basis on
which to build their knowledge of the wider and
more advanced aspects of the subject.

A.G.E.P.
X-RAY INTERPRETATION

By H. C. H. BULL, M.A., M.B., M.R.C.P. Pp.
xxxiv + 406, with 287 illustrations. London:
Geoffrey Cumberlege, Oxford University Press.
1951. 25S.

This book, is written primarily for medical
students and general practitioners. The author
has simplified radiographic interpretation by line
drawings of a high standard but without X-ray
reproductions. This unconventional method can
by its nature only be partly successful. Silhouette
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