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MEDICINE
DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM

By W. RUSSELL BRAIN, D.M., P.R.C.P. 4th
Edition. Pp. xxii + Iooz, with 84 illustrations.
London: Geoffrey Cumberlege, Oxford Uni-
versity Press. 1951. 42s.
This book has become one of the most widely

used and justly popular textbooks of neurology.
The fourth edition is worthy of its predecessors.
Much has been added including information on the
use of streptomycin in meningitis, of vitamin B12,
of new drugs for Parkinsorism and epilepsy as well
as sections on leptospiral meningitis, temporal
arteritis, infectious mononucleosis,. sarcoidosis and
carpal tunnel compression of the median nerve; as
well as recent additions to the knowledge of the
motor cortex, the frontal lobe, sensation and
spasticity.
The book still has the welcome initial section on

the relationship of symptoms to neuro-anatomy and
neuro-physiology which has characterized former
editions. It is a most illuminating part of the book
and one feels that it might well be more liberally
supplied with diagrams in future editions (e.g.
diagrams of the brain stem) if necessary by omitting
plates of such everyday conditions as Bell's palsy
in later sections. The arrangement of the book is,
as the author says, practical. But arrangement
matters conrparatively little in a book with so ex-
cellent an index. It is in the substance of its text
that the secret of its popularity lies. It reflects the
author's freedom from dogmatism and his ability
to summarize knowledge whilst giving a hearing to
all reasonable points of view. Yet there is often an
implicit (and wholesome) refusal to make the
reader's mind up for him.
This book is comprehensive though not ex-

haustive, and always points the way to further read-
ing with a carefully selected bibliography. In this
way it is a useful gateway to specialism as well as
being a textbook one can wholeheatedly recommend
to students as likely to be of increasing use to them
after graduation.

It is to be hoped that the scope of this, now
standard textbook will not diminish but will be
increased in future editions, even if this does mean
some increase in size.

C.E.

THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF
MEDICAL PRACTICE

Edited by THE RT. HON. LORD HORDER, G.C.V.O.,
M.D., F.R.C.P. 2nd Edition. Vol. 5, pp.
xv + 736, with 179 illustrations, 6 in colour;
Vol. 6, pp. xv + 710, with 124 illustrations, I
in colour. London: Butterworth and Co.
1951. 6os. per vol.
The reader will note many changes in these two

volumes of the new edition. Illustrations are both
more numerous and of better quality, especially in
Vol. 5, which contains a number of fine colour
plates in the genito-urinary and gastro-intestinal

sections. A new approach to old problems, par-
ticularly when strengthened by new knowledge, is
always refreshing-and the present work offers this
refreshment. Of the hundred chapters, nearly
half have been wholly rewritten or recast by new
authors. Most of the sections stand under their
old headings; a few, such as diseases of hair
follicles and haematoporphyrinuria, have fallen by
the wayside, while others have become such vast
and important subjects in their own right that sub-
division has become necessary. For example,
goitre and other thyroid diseases.
The giant strides that have been made in cardiac

surgery in the last decade are reflected in the ex-
cellent chapter on congenital heart disease by Dr.
W. J. Brown and Dr. Evan Bedford and in Dr.
Graham Hayward's valuable new section on modern
methods of cardiological investigation. A new
chapter on innocent heart murmurs by Dr. William
Evans should be welcomed by all who are anxious
to avoid unwarranted cardiac invalidism-the
commonest of all iatrogenic diseases. A new
section on gas gangrene by Sir Arthur Porritt, who
deals with the experiences of World War II and the
role of antibiotics in this still very fatal infection,
and a useful paper on head injuries by Mr. Joe
Pennybacker are also included in the present work.
The overall excellence of these two volumes, is

beyond question, but a criticism that was levelled
in the review of an earlier volume is repeated here;
too much space is, on occasion, devoted to rare un-
treatable diseases and comparatively little ''to
common conditions in which successful manage-
ment depends upon early diagnosis. Thus few
general practitioners will consult the well-written
section on epiloia, but the chapters on headache
and haematuria, each half the span of this avis rara,
will be well worn-and, incidentally, both these
sections will wear well.

D.S.L.

CHRONIC BRONCHITIS
By TREVOR H. HOWELL, M.R.C.P.ED. Pp. viii +

i I, with 32 illustrations. London: Butter-
worth & Co., Ltd. 95I. I7s. 6d.
When a book appears on such a common,, dis-

abling and therapeutically resistant condition.as
chronic bronchitis, one looks. hopefully for new
ideas.

Dr. Howell gives at length the views of,previous
writers on this disease. The morbid anatomy. and
cause of death are described.in.300 patients, and
there is a detailed bacteriological examination of the
sputum in 50 cases. The.. symptomatology,
differential diagnosis and complications are described
fully.
The author has studied a group.of .53 patients

with chronic bronchitis by means of a question-
naire. This is a small number of patients for.such
a method of investigation and no attempt is made:to
evaluate the significance of the answers . .

In the section on treatment, by measuring the
sputum output, Dr. Howell has tested drags
commonly used as expectorants. .He shows.'that
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