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This imposes a formidable task on both editor and
publisher, for while there is no doubt that the
present work cannot fail to be of the greatest help
and interest to clinicians, the field covered is one
where progress is so rapid that this may no longer be
true in a few years time.

LIVER DISEASE
A Ciba Foundation Symposium

Pp. xiii + 249, illustrated. London: J. & A.
Churchill Ltd. I95I. 25S.
International congresses are increasing not only

in numbers, but also in size. A recent chemical
congress in New York is said to have had 13,000
attendants. Under these circumstances it is
difficult to meet fellow workers in any particular
field or even select which session will be the most
rewarding. It is to the credit of the Ciba Founda-
tion in London and its American cdunterpart, the
Macy Foundation, that they limit their liver disease
meetings to a small number, each approaching the
subject from a different angle. It is also excellent
that the transactions have been published so that
those not attending can follow the discussions of
these experts. The editing of the Ciba Foundation
book has been minimal so that the general at-
mosphere of informality of the conference has been
preserved. The book is consequently both interest-
ing and easy to read.
The main topic discussed was chronic liver

disease. The aetiologies of cirrhosis, both experi-
mental and clinical were fully considered. The
chapters on ascites include a discussion on the
various factors concerned in its function-vascular,
osmotic, endocrine and electrolyte-and are some
of the best in the book. Other subjects covered
include the place of surgery in the treatment of
portal venous hypertension, the newer flocculation
tests of liver function and the experimental trans-
mission of infective hepatitis. The data presented
could only be collected'by an exhaustive search of
the literature and much has not even been published
elsewhere'. This book will prove invaluable to the
general physician anxious to keep up to date on the
liver.

MALIGNANT DISEASE OF THE FEMALE
GENITAL TRACT

By STANLEY WAY, M.R.C.O.G. Pp. Vii + 279,
w%ith 38 illustrations. London: J. & A. Churchill.
1951. 24S.
Malignant disease of the female genital tract is

responsible for a large number of deaths every year,
and in spite of this there is wide divergence of
opinion as to how growths in each site should be
treated. During the last few years the author of this
book. has published many articles on this group of
subjects and recently was largely responsible for a
Congress on Malignant Disease, held at Newcastle.

' Malignant Disease of the Female Genital
Tract 'devotes a chapter to each of the sites in which
malignant disease can occur. The- first and longest

deals with carcinoma of the vulva. Although one of
the rarer sites it is with this condition that the
author's name is most associated. His research into
the lymphatic drainage of the vulva, and his con-
sequent advocacy of a much wider clearance at
operation are well known and the results which he
is able to report justifies the larger procedure.
Through the co-operation of his colleagues at New-
castle, he is able to present a series of 86 personal
cases in seven years, which as he points out, is
more than most gynaecologists see in a lifetime.
There are a large number of tables, all rather dis-
mally edged with black. Unfortunately, his own
results are not so clearly set out.
The chapter on carcinoma of the cervix is also

of considerable importance. The description of
the anatomy of the lymphatic drainage is not
strictly orthodox, but Way has probably paid more
attention to this than most gynaecologists. The
main interest here is his discussion of the Spear and
Glucksman technique for estimating the response of
the tumour to radiation. This has been in use at
Newcastle for some years. Although the technique
has not been universally accepted, it is an-attempt to
decide scientifically whether surgery or radiotherapy
is most likely to prove effective in each individual
case. The remaining chapters give a good review
of the subjects but contain less of the author's
individual work.
The book is the work of an enthusiast and con-

tains a large amount of valuable material. It is not
all easy reading and at times it is difficult to see the
wood for the trees. The author is to be con-
gratulated on having collected such a large series of
cases of malignant disease under his personal care,
which gives the book so much added authority.
The production and general set-up of the book is

well up to the high standards of Messrs. J. & A.
Churchill.

W.R.W.

DIATHERMY
By WILLIAM BEAUMONT, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 2nd

Edition. Pp. viii + 230, with I14 illustrations.
London: H. K. Lewis. 1951. 2IS.
In these days, when physical medicine covers

such a broad field, it is uncommon to find a mono-
graph on the use of one particular therapeutic
measure. The new edition of this book on dia-
thermy is well written and surveys the whole field
of the subject. It deals with the physical principles
as well as providing details of apparatus. The book
then continues to describe the physiological effects
and therapeutic uses of diathermy with its risks and
contraindications.

It is a sound book and the only criticism is
perhaps that in the realm of therapeutics it is
empirical in certain directions. On the whole,
however, it is a useful monograph and is com-
mended to physical medicine specialists and
physiotherapists. It is too technical for the general
practitioner.
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