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which can favourably influence acute leukaemia for
short periods, they cannot be regarded as other
than temporizing measures in the treatment of this
disease. And until some knowledge is gained of
the pathogenesis of acute leukaemia its treatment is
likely to remain symptomatic and largely empirical.
Evidence has recently been presented suggesting
that in leukaemia there is a lack of specific myeloid
or lymphoid maturing factors in the plasma.12, 15
If this is confirmed, there is hope that, even in the

absence of knowledge of the fundamental cause of
the leucopoietic derangement, some type of re-
placement therapy may emerge which will return
the blood of leukaemic patients to normal. Acute
leukaemia may prove analogous to pernicious
anaemia in this respect.
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BOOK REVIEWS

SPLEEN PUNCTURE
By SVEN MOESCHLIN (Zurich). Translated by A.

PINEY, M.D. Pp. xi + 229, with 55 illustrations.
London: William Heinemann. I951. 30s.
Spleen puncture, as an aid to clinical diagnosis,

has been overlooked possibly because of the danger
of serious complications. Dr. Moeschlin's ex-
perience of over 300 such punctures proves that in
skilled hands serious complications can be avoided;
the only ill effects noted in his series being a slight
' stitch ' in eight cases. The book is a discussion of
the results of these punctures which were person-
ally carried out by him at the Zurich Clinic between
1939 and I949.

In the first part of the book the author describes
his technique of puncture and aftercare of the
patient. Then follow 30 pages, with many illustra-
tions, describing his classification of the cells found
in spleen smears. This would seem to be un-
necessarily complicated and it is doubtful whether
the division of reticulo-endothelial cells into some

ten types on purely morphological grounds serves
any useful purpose. In this section the author fre-
quently digresses and it is somewhat disconcerting
to find under the heading of mature granulocytes
that apart from the first sentence, it is the mono-
cytic series which is really being discussed.
The second and larger part of the book is devoted

to the changes found in splenic smears in various
diseases. These are based on the author's personal
experience, but reference is made to the published
literature on the subject. Bone marrow and gland
smear results are also given in many instances. The
text is illustrated by photomicrographs. Short ac-
counts of illustrative and interesting cases add to the
value of the text. A rather long and tedious section
on mitoses is somewhat out of place in a work of
this type.
The translator has done his work well and apart

from a few rather awkward sentences the book is
easy to read.

J.W.S.
(Continued on page 531)
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