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presentation. It is excellently bound and printed
and contains more than a thousand coloured figures.
The book is divided into sections covering the

main systems and organs of the body. Each section
is introduced by a concise and useful ' Descriptive
Survey' of the pathological conditions occurring in
the system or organ. There follows the 'Color
Unit' which illustrates the previous descriptions
by means of excellent coloured plates of the macro-
scopic and microscopic changes in the diseases
concerned. Alongside these figures are- brief case
reports and descriptions of the salient features
illustrated. These colour plates are, with very few
exceptions, of a very high standard and demon-
strate with great clarity the underlying pathological
lesions.

It would be thought that a book with the title of
'Color Atlas of Pathology' would be a compre-
hensive study. There are, however, striking
omissions; there is no mention of the pathology of
the repr6ductive and nervous systems and diseases
of the skin, pancreas, thyroid and suprarenals are
not included. It may be that a further volume is
contemplated which will incorporate these, but no
mention of this is made in the text.
The book as a whole is a valuable contribution to

pathology and in the organs discussed it contains a
wealth of pathological detail which is readily
assimilable due to the excellence of its illustrations
and clarity of presentation. It is, however, a re-
grettable economic fact that the price of C7 in this
country places the book beyond the means of the
average student of pathology.

A.D.T.

PROGRESS IN GYNAECOLOGY
Edited by J. V. MEIGS, M.D., and S. H. STURGIS,
M.D. 2nd Edition. Pp. xv + 821, illustrated.
London: William Heinemann. I950. 6os.
The editors of this book may be certain of a warm

reception to their efforts, as the first volume already
holds a firm place in authoritative gynaecological
literature. They have continued with the plan of
inviting leading gynaecologists to contribute mono-
graphs on their particular interest and have widened
the field of contributors. This second volume is
complementary to the first and such features as
have been carried forward have been re-orientated
to present-day knowledge. Such over-lapping as
there may be from multiple authorship is not
obvious or upsetting to the reader. The subject
matter covers the whole field of gynaecology and
much more besides. The practising gynaecologist
will find here most of the answers to his problems,
as modem knowledge is digested and condensed
to a remarkable degree.

It is perhaps invidious to comment on individual
chapters or sub-sections. The first on embryology
sets a high standard for the rest. The reader may
be struck by the limitations of the utero-tubogram
rather than its usefulness.
The section on hormones in aetiology of growth

is most stimulating. Most surgeons in this country

will not follow the advice to remove a normal
appendix when operating for ectopic gestation.
The section on hydatid mole and chorion epithelium
is excellent, as one would expect from its author.
The treatment of fibroids is indecisive and dis-

appointing. Abdominal myomectomy is damned
with faint praise. In the prognosis of low fibroids
in pregnancy no mention is made of detail of
position. Irradiation of young women for fibroids
is surely an obsolete and dangerous concept. The
chapter on malignant disease is most helpful.
Modem views of pre-invasive carcinoma of the
cervix are set forth and there is a most restrained
presentation of pelvic exenteration.
To the surgeon the most interesting chapter may

be that on operative technique. Topical subjects
are well presented, notably a sober guide through
the slings and arrows of present-day controversy
over stress incontinence.

It is not exaggeration to.say of this book that no
gynaecologist worthy of the name will dare to admit
.that he is not familiar with it.

D.F.

PRIMARY CARCINOMA OF THE LIVER
By CHARLES BERMAN, M.D., B.Chir.(Rand.). Pp.

xviii + I64, with 83 illustrations. London:
H. K. Lewis. 1951. 35s.
Primary carcinoma of the liver is a very rare

condition amongst the white races, but it is relatively
common in the Oriental and certain Negro races.

Dr. Berman, who works in the Transvaal, S.
Africa, has collected 75 personal cases of primary
carcinoma of the liver in Bantu natives.
He reviews the world literature and discusses the

geographical and racial distribution, clinical mani-
festations, morbid anatomy, aetiology and the
experimental production of primary carcinoma of
the liver.
The several ways in which primary carcinoma of

the liver may present clinically are well described
and the pictures of pathological specimens are good.
Whether the prevalence of primary carcinoma of

the liver in Africa and Asia is due to genetic or
environmental factors is discussed fully, and Dr.
Berman presents good evidence that environmental
factors are more important than genetic. He
regards cirrhosis as an important precursor in the
development of primary carcinoma of the liver,
and cirrhosis was present in all his own cases. He
considers malnutrition, especially protein depriva-
tion, and parasitic infestation to be important
factors in the development of cirrhosis. He does
not mention whether infective hepatitis is common
in the Bantu native, or whether he considers
infective hepatitis as being responsible for the
cirrhosis in some cases.
No mention is made of the newer liver function

tests such as the thymol turbidity, the colloidal
gold, cephalin cholesterol, serum bilirubin or brom-
sulphthalein tests in the diagnosis of cirrhosis, or
the changes in these tests that may occur when
carcinoma supervenes.
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