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BOOK REVIEWS

A TEXTBOOK OF THE PRACTICE OF
MEDICINE

Edited by FREDERICK W. PRICE, F.R.S.Ed., M.D.,
C.M.Ed., F.R.C.P., Hon. M.D., 8th edition.
Pp. xlv + 2076. London: Geoffrey Cumber-
lege, Oxford University Press. I950. 45s.
Now containing over 2,000 pages, Price's

'Medicine' remains the most comprehensive and
authoritative single-volume English textbook. Only
four years have passed since the last revision, yet
this edition contains 66 articles which are new or
have been completely re-written. Most of the dis-
tinctive features of early editions remain; here are
still the classical descriptions of the specific fevers,
the brilliant and comprehensive articles on tropical
diseases and the beautifully written, lucid section
on diseases of the nervous system. The valuable
sections devoted to endocrinology, skin diseases and
psychological medicine have also been revised, so
that there is no speciality in medicine not included.
Yet it must be admitted that the greater part of

this edition gives less cause for satisfaction. New
articles have been added, but has the dead wood
been drastically cut out? Does it do justice to re-
cent research-in particular to the excellent work
done in this country since the war? Surely most
of this should find some place in the standard
English textbook whose sales, we are told in the
preface, are almost as great abroad as at home?

Looking for references to much of this work, one
is sadly disappointed. Nothing is said on the
treatment of anuria. The sections on peripheral
vascular disease and on venous thrombosis are quite
inadequate for a modem textbook. Scant reference
is made to recent work on constrictive pericarditis.
' High output' failure and its treatment are not
mentioned. Ellis's classification of nephritis has
been grafted on to the old one in a meaningless
fashion so that the whole subject is made more
confusing than ever before. It is an anachronism
that 'a textbook of clinical pathology should be
consulted " for the urea clearance test," while the
urea concentration test, which nobody uses, is
described in detail.' The modem views on pyelo-
nephritis are not stated, but the section on ' Renal
Dysbiotrophy' remains. There is no section
summarizing the present notions on the main-
tenance of fluid and electrolyte balance, nor on the
diagnosis and treatment of post-operative chest
complications, though a page is devoted to such
remedies as nascent iodine, calcium, creosote, gold
and arsenic in pulmonary tuberculosis.

Surely if this book is to retain its prestige as the
leading English textbook, and to take its place with
modem American ones, far more drastic revision
will be necessary next time.

A PATHOLOGY OF THE EYE
By EUGENE WOLFF, M.B., F.R.C.S. 3rd Edition.

Pp. vii + 364, with 318 illustrations, 5 in colour.
London: H. K. Lewis. 195I. 55s.
The third edition of this well-known book follows

the familiar pattern of its predecessors. It is well
produced and printed and the many photographs
are excellent.
As is usual with later editions, there has been

some increase in size, an increase only too familiar
to the examination candidate who has been told to
read a number of more or less standard works.
The style of writing is not very happy, which is

a pity, as it seriously detracts from the pleasure of
reading this book. The sentences either come in
a series of short bursts like machine-gun fire, or
stumble along over a series of parenthetic qualifica-
tions. The subjects ofmany sentences are obscured,
and the pronouns tend to get out of hand,
particularly the notoriously difficult ' one '.

It may be that in giving prominence to this
aspect your reviewer is doing an injustice to this
valuable book but, except for the zealot, pathology
is not-let us face it-a madly exciting subject
and must, for most of us, be dispensed as elegantly
as possible to make it acceptable. Then, again,
all patholgists have been spoilt in the matter of
English prose by the exceptionally high standard set
in the ' Bible ' of ophthalmology.

There is one other criticism to be made and that
is of the irregularity of the treatment of different
topics. One or two abstruse points are subjected
to exhaustive and even acrimonious debate, while
other matters get short shrift.
However, this is a book that has its place in the

library of eye doctors and this edition will tend to
confirm rather than to weaken it.

E.C.G.

COLOR ATLAS OF PATHOLOGY
Prepared under the auspices of the U.S. Naval
Medical School of the National Naval Medical

Center, Bethesda, Maryland
Pp. xi + 546, with 1,053 illustrations in colour.
London and New York: J. B. Lippincott. 1950.
£7.
This is a unique book designed to give, as the

foreword states, 'a comprehensive concise and
realistic source of reference with reproductions in
full color which would bring to the student, the
clinician, the laboratory diagnostician a readily
utilizable and intelligible standard of comparison as
a guide in the study and interpretation of both
gross and microscopic findings.'
The notable feature of this book is its quality of
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presentation. It is excellently bound and printed
and contains more than a thousand coloured figures.
The book is divided into sections covering the

main systems and organs of the body. Each section
is introduced by a concise and useful ' Descriptive
Survey' of the pathological conditions occurring in
the system or organ. There follows the 'Color
Unit' which illustrates the previous descriptions
by means of excellent coloured plates of the macro-
scopic and microscopic changes in the diseases
concerned. Alongside these figures are- brief case
reports and descriptions of the salient features
illustrated. These colour plates are, with very few
exceptions, of a very high standard and demon-
strate with great clarity the underlying pathological
lesions.

It would be thought that a book with the title of
'Color Atlas of Pathology' would be a compre-
hensive study. There are, however, striking
omissions; there is no mention of the pathology of
the repr6ductive and nervous systems and diseases
of the skin, pancreas, thyroid and suprarenals are
not included. It may be that a further volume is
contemplated which will incorporate these, but no
mention of this is made in the text.
The book as a whole is a valuable contribution to

pathology and in the organs discussed it contains a
wealth of pathological detail which is readily
assimilable due to the excellence of its illustrations
and clarity of presentation. It is, however, a re-
grettable economic fact that the price of C7 in this
country places the book beyond the means of the
average student of pathology.

A.D.T.

PROGRESS IN GYNAECOLOGY
Edited by J. V. MEIGS, M.D., and S. H. STURGIS,
M.D. 2nd Edition. Pp. xv + 821, illustrated.
London: William Heinemann. I950. 6os.
The editors of this book may be certain of a warm

reception to their efforts, as the first volume already
holds a firm place in authoritative gynaecological
literature. They have continued with the plan of
inviting leading gynaecologists to contribute mono-
graphs on their particular interest and have widened
the field of contributors. This second volume is
complementary to the first and such features as
have been carried forward have been re-orientated
to present-day knowledge. Such over-lapping as
there may be from multiple authorship is not
obvious or upsetting to the reader. The subject
matter covers the whole field of gynaecology and
much more besides. The practising gynaecologist
will find here most of the answers to his problems,
as modem knowledge is digested and condensed
to a remarkable degree.

It is perhaps invidious to comment on individual
chapters or sub-sections. The first on embryology
sets a high standard for the rest. The reader may
be struck by the limitations of the utero-tubogram
rather than its usefulness.
The section on hormones in aetiology of growth

is most stimulating. Most surgeons in this country

will not follow the advice to remove a normal
appendix when operating for ectopic gestation.
The section on hydatid mole and chorion epithelium
is excellent, as one would expect from its author.
The treatment of fibroids is indecisive and dis-

appointing. Abdominal myomectomy is damned
with faint praise. In the prognosis of low fibroids
in pregnancy no mention is made of detail of
position. Irradiation of young women for fibroids
is surely an obsolete and dangerous concept. The
chapter on malignant disease is most helpful.
Modem views of pre-invasive carcinoma of the
cervix are set forth and there is a most restrained
presentation of pelvic exenteration.
To the surgeon the most interesting chapter may

be that on operative technique. Topical subjects
are well presented, notably a sober guide through
the slings and arrows of present-day controversy
over stress incontinence.

It is not exaggeration to.say of this book that no
gynaecologist worthy of the name will dare to admit
.that he is not familiar with it.

D.F.

PRIMARY CARCINOMA OF THE LIVER
By CHARLES BERMAN, M.D., B.Chir.(Rand.). Pp.

xviii + I64, with 83 illustrations. London:
H. K. Lewis. 1951. 35s.
Primary carcinoma of the liver is a very rare

condition amongst the white races, but it is relatively
common in the Oriental and certain Negro races.

Dr. Berman, who works in the Transvaal, S.
Africa, has collected 75 personal cases of primary
carcinoma of the liver in Bantu natives.
He reviews the world literature and discusses the

geographical and racial distribution, clinical mani-
festations, morbid anatomy, aetiology and the
experimental production of primary carcinoma of
the liver.
The several ways in which primary carcinoma of

the liver may present clinically are well described
and the pictures of pathological specimens are good.
Whether the prevalence of primary carcinoma of

the liver in Africa and Asia is due to genetic or
environmental factors is discussed fully, and Dr.
Berman presents good evidence that environmental
factors are more important than genetic. He
regards cirrhosis as an important precursor in the
development of primary carcinoma of the liver,
and cirrhosis was present in all his own cases. He
considers malnutrition, especially protein depriva-
tion, and parasitic infestation to be important
factors in the development of cirrhosis. He does
not mention whether infective hepatitis is common
in the Bantu native, or whether he considers
infective hepatitis as being responsible for the
cirrhosis in some cases.
No mention is made of the newer liver function

tests such as the thymol turbidity, the colloidal
gold, cephalin cholesterol, serum bilirubin or brom-
sulphthalein tests in the diagnosis of cirrhosis, or
the changes in these tests that may occur when
carcinoma supervenes.
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