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Until recent years it was a common jest, not
without an element of truth, that it would be
possible to dispense with all the drugs in the
pharmacopoeia, save only for opium and its
derivatives, without any great curtailment of the
beneficial powers of the doctor. Today such a re-
mark carries not even a scruple of truth, and thanks
to the genius and devotion of their colleagues in
the laboratories the clinicians are now equipped
with therapeutic agents of a power and range of
action hitherto beyond their dreams. Foremost
amongst these drugs are the various chemothera-
peutic and antibiotic agents discovered and
developed within the past decade.

Today not only medical students but laymen
know of Ehrlich's original dream and of the early
hopes placed in salvarsan. With the sober evalua-
tion of the capabilities of this drug and its deriva-
tives there was for many years a lull in this line of
progress, and it was not until the I930's that hopes
were again raised by the development of the
sulphonamides, sulphanilamide and later sulpha-
pyridine being the first of this series to become
readily available. Again there was time for the
range of activity, the limitations and the dangers of
these drugs to become generally assimilated by the
profession as a whole before the next and greatest
advance was made, namely the elaboration and
discovery of the properties and methods of extrac-
tion of penicillin by Sir Howard Florey and his
team at Oxford.

Presented to them at a time of world-wide war,
with its restrictions both on the actual dissemina-
tion of new discoveries and time for their study,
the medical profession was not slow to put this
new weapon to powerful use, but its full integration
into the therapeutic armamentarium was not com-

plete before streptomycin was upon us, to be

followed with bewildering rapidity by chloram-
phenicol, aureomycin, polymyxin, bacytracin and
yet other drugs. As the first of an entirely new
group of drugs, the antibiotics, penicillin was but
the start of a tale which is not yet told, and it may
well be that the coming years will see the intro-
duction of antibiotic agents of even greater power
and range of activity than those now available to us.

It is a truism, but one that will bear repetition,
that with this advent of drugs of great potency
there comes also a great responsibility to see that
they are administered wisely and skilfully; ill-
advised exhibition of some of the most potent of
these antibiotics may well deny to the patient their
full benefit. Within recent years progress in this
field has been so widespread and so rapid that it has
been impossible for all but a few to remain fully
cognisant of the potentialities and uses of all the
new agents. Further, in many conditions more
than one antibiotic is of use and bewilderingly
many schemes of treatment are advocated, so that
the clinician is often hesitant and confused where
he would wish to be direct and certain in his
treatment.

Accordingly we have thought that it would be
helpful to publish a series of articles, written
essentially from a clinical standpoint, covering the
use of chemotherapeutic and antibiotic drugs in
some of their more important applications. As
befits the history of this subject the series begins
this month with an article on the use of these drugs
in the treatment of venereal disease, and will end
with a review of the newest agents scarcely yet
clinically evaluated. It is true that a therapia
sterilans magna still eludes us, and it may be that
we shall never see one, but it is wise to remember
that ten years ago penicillin was but a name to
most of us and aureomycin not yet dreamt of.
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