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Following over ten years of constant discussion
and argument both in public and in the domestic
circles of the profession, doctors as a whole are
understandably tired of considering the political
and social organization and integration of medicine,
and wish only to be left in peace to treat their
patients. There are, however, several outstanding
problems connected with the wider aspects of
medicine and its organization which still demand
informed consideration if we as doctors are to
speak with authority and force on matters vital
both to our ability to serve the public and to our
own future welfare. Amongst these problems none
demands more urgent and wise decision than that
provided by the future of general practice, and no
one reading Dr. Wells' article in this issue, whatever
he may think of the conclusions and suggestions
therein, can fail to grasp the significance to the
whole profession of this problem provided by its
most'illustrious section.

It is commonplace to point out that the first step
in the search for the correct solution is the careful
analysis of a problem, but this becomes of im-
portance when considering a problem, such as that
of the integration of general practice into the
Health Service, which arouses fierce antagonisms.
It is fatally easy to blame all the ills of the system as
we see it today upon the Health Service and its
present administrators, but the whole malaise
affecting general practice cannot be thus accounted
for, and mere tinkering with the rules of the
Service will not cure it. There are unquestionably
many present ills either directly attributable to or
gravely exacerbated by the introduction of the
Health Service, but it would be idle to deny that
even before this all was not well, and that to an
extent, and particularly in the larger towns,. the
general public was beginning to lose its previously
unbounded confidence in the general practitioner
and to transfer this confidence to the hospitals.
This transfer of allegiance is, to a large extent, to
be accounted for by a recognition upon the part
of laymen of the growing importance of radiological
and pathological evidence in the diagnosis and

treatment of disease, and possible remedies for its
reversal are obvious. But most certainly nothing
but harm can come from overlooking fundamental
trends of this nature and it is essential to dis-
tinguish clearly between those faults which are
attributable to the Health Service and those
which are not.
The domestic pattern of the profession, the

differing but dovetailed responsibilities cf con-
sultant' and practitioner, were largely developed in
tire latter years of the last and the early years of
the present century. In considering remedies for
the present breakdown of this system it is only too
easy to forget that it was evolved to serve a
community differing greatly from that which we
know today, and that revolutions in the social life
of a nation will almost of necessity compel major
changes in the organization of the medical pro-
fession. Further, whilst in the past a uniform
system has worked well, it may be that present
conditions demand a more varied system and that
town and country are now so distinct in their
problems that we shall have to devise more than
one answer. Health centres may well be the
answer to urban problems, but that does not
necessarily imply that rural districts will be so
well served by them, and it is important that
centralized administrative convenience shall not
be allowed to crush the flexibility and variability so
vital to a healthy and developing service.
The fact that we as a profession are still not

agreed on the fundamental causes of the crisis
facing general practice, and certainly not on its
solution, is unfortunately no yardstick of the
urgency of the problem. Changes there un-
doubtedly must and will be, but there still remains
much that must be retained if we are to preserve
the respect and dignity of the general practitioner.
The future of the whole profession is intimately
bound up with the correct solution of this problem,
and to those directly responsible for its solution we
would, with all humility, conclude: 'Think, I
beseech you, think well, think wisely. Think not
for a moment but for the years that are to come,'
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