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EMERGENCIES IN MEDICAL PRACTICE

Edited by C. ALLAN BIRCH, M.D., F.R.C.P. znd
Edition. Pp. xii + 564, with I 3' illustrations, 8
in colour. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone. I950.
27s. 6d.

C. Allan Birch and his 2i associates have made
this book much more than its title would suggest.
One feels that it is a compromise between a text-
book of medicine, an index of differential diagnosis,
and a primer of up-to-date therapeutics. To the
reader who is suspicious of the word compromise
may it be said at once that it is a most successful
one.

It is quite apparent in every section that the con-
tributors have refrained from recommending many
of the time-honoured and obsolete practices still re-
ferred to in some of the more academic textbooks of
medicine, and have stressed the really useful treat-
ments and methods that are applied today in any
first rate hospital or general practice.
The range of subject matters discussed in a pre-

cise and lucid manner is enormous. The diligent
reader will there find most useful information on
such widely different topics as mushroom poisoning
and the practice of embalming, the dangers of
bronchography and the acute abdomen 'at sea', the
causes of epileptiform attacks and the use of modern
anticoagulants-including Tromexan, etc., etc. One
is particularly impressed with such short and ex-
tremely common-sense sections as one on ' What to
tell the patient who has a fatal disease' or 'On what
to do when there is little to be done.'

Comparisons are invidious. This volume will
certainly become to the physicians and practitioners
what Pye's Surgical Handicraft has been for some
years to the surgeons. A most valuable companion
and stand-by, essential in every medical man's
library, and above all a pleasure to read.

F.W.W.

ADVANCES IN SURGERY, VOl. 2

Edited by WILLIAM DE WITT ANDRUS, et al. Pp.
xii -t- 590, illustrated. London and New York:
Interscience Publishers. I949. Price 88s.

The second volume of ' Advances in Surgery ' is
as good as the first, which is praise indeed. The
reason that the high standard has been maintained
is accounted for, on the one hand, by the zeal of
the chairman, and on the other by the eminence of
the members of the editorial board who represent
the best in surgery in the United States, Canada,
Great Britain and Sweden.
The i I chapters which compose this new volume

range through the whole of general surgery includ-
ing that of the central nervous system. By devoting
sections to such subjects as the oesophagus, hyper-
tension, pancreatico-duodenal cancer and portal
hypertension, due stress is given to those fields in

which recent endeavour has been most productive
of advance.
An excellent chapter on 'Pulmonary Function

Studies in Relation to Chest Surgery' attempts to
deduce the value of estimates of lung volume, vital
capacity, oxygen saturation, bronchospirometry and
similar information in assessing patients in whom
thoracoplasty, lobectomy or some form of collapse
therapy is contemplated. The main interest in
this contribution lies in the i i case studies which
are reported in detail both as to their pre- and post-
operative condition.

Richard Sweet draws from his wide experience in
oesophageal surgery to contribute a comprehensive
essay on this subject. This might have been of more
value had it been a little less comprehensive and, for
example, dealt only with resection for carcinoma.
As it is, atresia of the oesophagus and achalasia are
dealt with very briefly. The latter condition has not
attracted the attention in American which it has
over here, and the form of cardioplasty recom-
mended has been abandoned by most surgeons in
Britain, as a long-term follow up of the patients
has shown the almost invariable occurrence of peptic
ulcer at the suture line. On the subject of oeso-
phagectomy for cancer however, Sweet is a master
and his well-illustrated account of the operation is
most informative. His statistics, based on a per-
sonal series of 394 patients, are most impressive,
with a three year survival rate of 24 per cent.
The surgery of hypertension is covered by Smith-

wick in some 70 pages with all the clarity and
simplification which connote the good teacher,
whilst Whipple contributes a short but thoughtful
account of the physiology and pathology of portal
hypertension. He is an acknowledged authority on
the subject, performed some of the first successful
operations for it and gives a most interesting his-
torical account with references.
The ' Treatment of Craniocerebral Injuries ' is

the subject of one of the outstanding chapters of
the book. Much research into the underlying
physiology, pathology and mechanics of cerebral
injury has led to a better appreciation of the signs
and symptoms in these patients. By gathering to-
gether in one article most of this recent work the
authors have done a great service.

Pulaski provides a neat account of the uses of
streptomycin in surgery, whilst the chapter on skin
grafting is valuable because it includes information
on the use of stored skin, as well as of recent
advances in cutting and applying grafts.

Lloyd Lewis's chapter on tumours of the testis
is a monograph on the subject and represents the
ideal contribution for such a symposium as this.
The author speaks with authority, having treated no
less than IO9 seminomas and seen four examples of
bilateral tumour. He gives a clear classification and
description of the pathology followed by sections
on the signs, symptoms, diagnosis and treatment.
The final chapter concerns pancreaticoduodenal
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