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The author has succeeded in meeting adequately
the needs of the undergraduate, but his work is not
likely to be widely used as a book of reference

W.B.

THE SCIENCE AND ART OF JOINT
MANIPULATION

Vol. I. The Extremities
By JAMES MENNELL, M.A., M.D., B.C.(Cantab.).
2nd Edition. Pp. 2IS, with 299 illustrations.
London: J. & A. Churchill. I949. 24s.
Here we have the second edition of Dr. Mennell's

monograph on ' Manipulation of the Extremities.'
Volume 2, on 'Joints of the Spinal Column,' he
states in his preface, has been held up owing to the
'tremendous amount of very hard work' involved.

Certainly the amount of work that must have
been involved in the preparation of this volume is
prodigious, and is characteristic of the author.
Suffi%cient to say that he discusses the anatomy of
all the joints of the extremities-even the smallest-
in the utmost detail and, on anatomical grounds,
discusses their manipulation in similar detail.

Is this work of value to the orthopaedic surgeon
and the physician or only to the full-time manipu-
lator ? And is anyone other than an orthopaedic
surgeon or a physician in a position to judge when
manipulation is- indicated ? These are vexed
questions. There is no doubt that all interested in
orthopaedics and physical medicine will benefit by
careful reading of this work.

R.S.H.

MODERN PRACTICE IN OPHTHALMOLOGY
'949

Edited by H. B. STALLARD, M.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.S.
Pp. xx + 525, with 231 illustrations, many in
colour. London: Butterworth & Company. I949.
6ss.
The purpose of this book which has been written

by a team of specialists is to provide the general
practitioner with an outline of modem ophthalmic
practice from a practical angle.
The introductory chapters on general subjects-

anatomy and physiology, pathology, medical
ophthalmology, methods of examination and general
therapeutics-are for the most part admirably
straightforward and informative.
Of the chapters dealing with specific structures

and diseases of the eye, those on the lids, the con-
junctiva and the retina are also clearly and simply
instructive. The others, though naturally well-
informed, are not, one feels, set out in such a
manner as to provide clear guides to diagnosis or
sufficiently detailed in the matter of treatment. The
uninitiated would, for example, still be at a loss as
to how to diagnose and treat a hypopyon ulcer after
reference to the interesting chapter on the cornea.
Glaucoma might be more clearly sign posted. In-
juries are hardly given the space they merit.

Errors of refraction are dealt with in considerable
but readable detail and the chapter on strabismus

and heterophoria is excellent. There is also a short
but instructive chapter on tropical ophthalmology.
The final chapter on 'operations contains many

excellent illustrations but is disappointing in that
space is devoted to one or two highly specialized
operations of arguable value which might have been
better filled by details of emergency operations.
There is a useful appendix on visual standards re-
quired for various services.
The book which is most readable is intended, as

the preface states, to enable the general practitioner
to share with the specialist in the responsibility of
treating cases of ocular disease as well as to act on
his own when unable to seek specialist help. The
first of these aims is admirably achieved, but in the
latter the book is not so successful.

A.L.

BROMPTON HOSPITAL REPORTS
Vol. XVII, 1948. Pp. 183, illustrated. Published
by the Research Department of the Hospital.
IOS.

This book follows in the wake of its predecessors
in producing, in less than I70 pages, a collection of
very good articles dealing with various angles of
chest disease. These articles show the various
spheres of research and surveys carried out at the
Brompton Hospital, are most interestingly written
and it would be fair to say that nearly any medical
reader apart possibly from the staff of the Brompton
Hospital would leam a considerable amount from
this volume. In addition to the clinical articles
which vary from an interesting summary on the
medical contraindications to flying by Kenneth
Robson, to advances in thoracic surgery by N. R.
Barrett, there is an interesting -centenary review
dealing with the history of the hospital.

In all, it may be said that this book is a most
valuable asset to any physician's or chest surgeon's
bookshelf, and serves a most useful purpose in
keeping its readers up to date with modern trends
in diseases of the chest.

BLAKISTON'S NEW GOULD MEDICAL
DICTIONARY

Edited by HAROLD W. JoNEs, M.D., NORMAND L.
HOERR, M.D., and ARTHUR OSOL, M.D. Pp.
XXViii + 1294, with 45 plates. London: H. K.
Lewis and Co., Ltd. I949. 45S.
This is a completely new work of reference and

is the most ambitious so far attempted in the field.
In view of the enormous expansion of medicine and
its allied sciences, the editors considered moderniza-
tion, however judicious, of Gould's Medical
Dictionary to be entirely inadequate. Starting,
therefore, from the basis of the fifth edition of this
old and well-tried friend which since its first edition
in I890 has achieved a world reputation, the editors
have tackled their Herculean task courageously and
with discrimination. Having first jettisoned a
'sizable number of worthless entries,' they pro-
ceeded to add an enormous amount of new material,
keeping, as their first aim, exact definition in as
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concise a form as possible. Derivations are clearly
stated, whilst pronunciation is phonetically in-
dicated. With the complexity of modem terms,
both are invaluable (for instance, phaeochromo-
cytoma-phaios, chroma, kytos, -oma; grey, colour,
cell, tumour). Included also are brief biographical
notes on many of the famous names in medicine,
eponymous or otherwise, together with much
valuable information on such widely diverging
subjects as tables of anatomy, diets, charts of the
duration of pregnancy and even a list of the 200
and more types of phobia. Forty-five plates, many
in colour, on anatomical, physiological and patho-
logical subjects form a separate section in the
centre of the book.
The criticism might be levelled that the editors in

these additions have outstepped the realm of lexi-
cography, thereby adding more than one-tenth to an
already bulky volume; that such additional matter
and illustration might well be sought in textbooks,
and that illustrations of bandaging and of methods
of reduction of dislocations would be more apt to
a manual of first-aid. On the other hand the work
will be widely used by many outside the profession
and for such reference these illustrations may well
prove helpful.

In the enormous amount of material here
presented, however, such criticism is carping.
There can be no question that this work will prove
invaluable to all teachers and to those students of
medicine who value the precise meaning of words
and appreciate their exact use. The reasonable price
represents a very sound investment.

A.K.M.

A PRACTICE OF ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY
By T. P. McMumauy, C.B.E., M.B., M.CH.,

F.R.C.S.(EDIN.). Professor of Orthopaedic Sur-
gery, Liverpool University. 3rd Edition. Pp.
xiii + 444, with igi illustrations. London:
Edward Arnold & Co. I949. 30s.
The third edition of this book published after a

period of six years is most welcome.

Although there is no major addition or alteration
in any of the sections, parts of the text are rewritten
and new information is supplied in conformity with
current practice. Intervertebral disc lesion receives
mention and its citation as a cause of sciatic scoliosis
is given the correct emphasis. The author intro-
duces controversial aspects of the treatment of
Dupuytren's contracture and recurrent teno-
synovitis.
The type is clear and the composition appeals in

its simplicity. Mention should be made of the
careful arrangement of illustrations in relation to
the relevent text.

This book will continue to be appreciated by
student and postgraduate alike as a standard work
in the basis oF *orthopaedic practice.

P.H.G.

BEDSIDE DIAGNOSIS
By CHARLES MACKAY SEWARD, M.D., F.R.C.P.

Pp. 372. Edinburgh: Messrs. E. & S. Living-
stone. I 949.
This book adds to the useful field of diagnosis

from the angle of symptoms. This approach is an
uncommon one and follows a good principle. The
student will find it useful to refer to during his
clinical period, although he may find it rather dull
reading if he tries to read straight through the book.
When he faces a symptom or group of symptoms the
reader can refer to a number of most valuable
assessments of the nature and significance thereof
in this book.
There are a number of very useful clinical hints

throughout the book, and a particularly important
point is the stress, correctly paid, to the psycho-
logical approach to disease which in the early stages
of one's medical clinical training is sometimes
forgotten.
On the whole, therefore, this book is a valuable

asset to the diagnostic group of books on the book
shelf of the medical student and young doctor.

B.K.

RUTHIN CASTLE, NORTH WALES
A Clinic for the diagnosis and treatment of Internal Diseases (except Mental or Infectious Diseases). The

Clinic is provided with a staff of doctors, technicians and nurses.
The surroundings are beautiful. The climate is mild. There is central heating throughout. The annual

rainfall is 30.5 inches, that is, less than the average for England.
The Fees are inclusive and vary according to the room occupied.

For particulars apply to THE SECRETARY, Ruthin Castle, North Wales.
Telegram: Cetle, Ruthin. Telephone: Ruthin
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