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K BOOK REVIEWS
RECENT ADVANCES IN
OTO-LARYNGOLOGY

By R. SCOTT STEVENSON, M.D., CH.B., F.R.C.S.ED.
znd Edition. Pp. 395 with io6 illustrations and
8 plates. London: J. & A. Churchill, Ltd.
1949. 24S.

The second edition of this work follows the same
general pattern as the first edition published in 1935
and most of the subjects discussed are the same. In
every case the subject has been brought completely
up to date and the only criticism which might be
made is that a little too much of the first edition has
been retained. Although this has the advantage
that each chapter gives a comprehensive picture of
the condition discussed it is felt that more of the
material contained in the first edition could have
been deleted and the space thus obtained used for
discussing one or two other subjects or giving more
detail of the truly recent advances.
The new chapters on chemotherapy and anti-

biotics, hearing aids and aviation oto-laryngology
have been well chosen and present a valuable
summary of these subjects with a comprehensive
list of references. In the chapter on chemotherapy
and antibiotics the author rightly stresses the fact
that these methods of treatment in no way obviate
the necessity for surgical intervention where it is
indicated, although the indications have changed.

In the chapter on tonsils a valuable addition has
been a section of four pages devoted to the question
of tonsillectomy and poliomyelitis, a subject which
is of considerable importance at the moment. Stress
is laid on the contradictory nature of the evidence.
The chapters on deafness and hearing tests are

exceptionally well written and those on cancer give
valuable information on the present trends in
treatment.

In the preface the author hopes that the book will
be of particular value to postgradutes working for
higher qualifications, and it can be thoroughly
recommended to them. In addition, those already
holding higher qualifications will be grateful for the
amount of information available in such a compact
form.

D.R.

THE PHARMACOLOGY AND TOXICOLOGY
OF URANIUM COMPOUNDS: WITH A
SECTION ON FLUORINE AND HYDROGEN

FLUORIDE
Edited by CARL VOEGTLIN, Ph.D., and HAROLD C.

HODGE, Ph.D. 2 vols. Pp. xviii + Io84, with
many illustrations and tables. National Nuclear
Energy Series No. VI/I. New York and London:
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. 1949. 6os.
To those who handle uranium, whether as ore,

mecal or compound, its chemical toxicity is a much

greater danger than its radioactivity. It was long
known as one of the most toxic of metals, but the
exact degree of the hazard to workers with it in
the atom bomb plants could not be assessed on the
evidence available (though it appears that a guess
that permissible levels of exposure would be similar
to those for lead proved in the event to be correct).
The University of Rochester undertook the neces-
sary investigations. It is very much to their credit
that, despite their urgency, the investigations were
not merely concerned with the obvious determina-
tions of toxicity levels of various uranium products
when administered to animals by inhalation,
ingestion, inunction, injection or by instillation into
the eye, but included more fundamental research
into the chemistry and biological effects of the
metal. The result is a monograph which presents a
much more balanced and coherent account of its
subject than would be expected from its origins;
it may be doubted whether many of the elemental
poisons have been so satisfactorily dealt with in a
single work.
Of aspects which may prove of value outside this

special field may be mentioned the accounts of
analytical methods and of the uranium kidney, of the
methods used in inhalation experiments on com-
pounds of a variety of physical types, and of the
use of catalase estimations as a very delicate test of
acute tubular damage.

This is one of 6o volumes of the National Nuclear
Energy Series in which the Manhattan Project hopes
to publish most of the multifarious researches
which went to the bomb. This is only the second
of those so far published to be of any medical
interest, but it can now stand beside Bloom's
Histopathology of Irradiation as a valuable record of
useful research. It has been so well edited that it
suffers very little from its multiple authorship and,
except for some unnecessary colour photomicro-
graphs, is very well produced.

FRACTURES AND DISLOCATIONS IN
GENERAL PRACTICE

By J. P. HOSFORD, M.S.(Lond.), F.R.C.S., revised
by W. D. Coltart, F.R.C.S. 2nd Edition. Pp.
x + 288, with 87 illustrations. London: H. K.
Lewis & Co., Ltd. 1949. 2IS.
The modern treatment of fractures and dis-

locations usually demands attention in the ortho-
paedic and accident department of a hospital, and
the general practitioner in these days of specializa-
tion is called upon less and less to deal with such
injuries. However, it is most important that he
should have a clear idea of how to make a diagnosis
and when to suspect such an injury, and also it is
most useful for him to have a knowledge of what
type of treatment is likely to be carried out. This
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