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From time to time the editors of the British Journal of Surgery have honoured a surgeon
of outstanding distinction by dedicating to him a number of their journal. During the last 20
years this signal honour has been conferred on only four men, namely Sir John Bland-Sutton,
Lord Moynihan, Professor Harvey Cushing and Sir D'Arcy Power. A fifth name has now been
added to this list, by the dedication of the current number to Sir Gordon Gordon-Taylor. It
gives us great pleasure to congratulate Sir Gordon on this latest amongst his niany honours, and
to express the hope that it will give to him as much pleasure as it does to his numerous friends
and admirers.

Sir Gordon has long been famous as a surgeon of outstanding skill and courage; in the
days before surgeons had the potent aids of modern anaesthesia, transfusion, penicillin and
all such ancillary treatments Sir Gordon was a pioneer in many branches of the art, especially
in the radical treatment of malignant disease. Apart from this work, there can be few men to
whom so many surgeons are grateful for help, encouragement and advice in the early days of
their career. In his position as President of the Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine Sir
Gordon has been unsparing in his aid to those men, especially from the Dominions, who seek
postgraduate training and apprenticeship in this country.

In recent years Sir Gordon has travelled not only in the Commonwealth but to America,
Russia, Greece and other countries, as an ambassador at large of British surgery. It is recorded
of him that on his foreign travels Sir Gordon takes with him the Latin authors whom he studied
as a young man, and it would be easy to imagine that in these latter years he has borrowed.from
one of them to serve as his own motto, the familiar line Cras ingens iterabimus aequor.

It is certain that in these travels Sir Gordon has not only given great pleasure to his hosts
but has also added prestige to British surgery throughout the world.

In congratulating the British Journal of Surgery on thus honouring Sir Gordon, we likewise
rejoice in his complete recovery from a recent severe illness, and join in wishing him many
further years in which to enjoy the esteem and affection of his friends and colleagues.
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